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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
March 26 (Friday) – Records Day, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
March 29-April 5 – Spring Break 
April 8 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
April 16 (Friday) – Emancipation Day, no school 
May 6 (Thursday) – HSA General Election Meeting, 7 p.m. 
May 8 (Saturday) – Spring Fair 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Thank you to our parents... (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
How can we begin to thank our remarkable 2010 auction co-chairs, Kristin Willsey and Michelle Dolge, and their 
amazing team of volunteers who magically transformed our school into a tropical rainforest?  Saturday’s auction 
was a huge success on all levels:  parent involvement, dollars raised, and school spirit.  It’s one of the flagship 
events at our school – where everyone can relax, make new friends, catch up with old friends – and just celebrate 
the wonder that is Lafayette Elementary! 

Thanks to all who worked so hard to make the night special – dedicated parents, teachers, faculty, custodians 
and parents make the auction succeed.  Kudos to all!  

Don’t forget to join us Wednesday night at 7 p.m. for an hour of Einstein Alive in our cafetorium.  Parents 
and students of all ages are welcome.   

Have a wonderful spring break!  
. 

AUCTION NEWS – Michelle Dolge and Kristin Willsey, auction co-chairs 
Thank you to everyone who attended Saturday night’s HSA annual spring fundraiser auction, “Under the Canopy: 
An Evening in the Rainforest.”  If you did not check out before you left on Saturday, you must stop by the Great 
Hall this week to pick up whatever you purchased.  We will be handing out unclaimed items in the Great Hall:  
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday only at drop-off from 8:30 to 9 a.m. and at pick-up from 3 to 3:30 p.m.   

Anything unclaimed after Wednesday will be your responsibility to pick up from auction committee 
members. Auction rules state clearly in the catalog that anything unclaimed after two weeks will be sold or 
donated (so get your items before Spring Break). 

Reconciliation issues should be resolved before Spring Break. Contact Michelle Dolge,  Kristin Willsey or 
Mary Raibman. WLES Sponsorships and 5th Grade Photos were not recorded on check-out receipts Saturday 
night. They will be added to your bill this week. 
  There are still dates open for WLES Morning Announcement Sponsorships ($15 each). And there are still 5th 
Grade Photos available. Contact us this week if you want to buy your child’s black-and-white portrait at $15 each.  

Email Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Kristin Willsey (kwillsey@verizon.net) for questions, 
sponsorships, or pictures.  Thanks again to everyone who came out to the auction on Saturday to support 
Lafayette! 
 
YOU KNOW HOW MANY DIGITS OF PI?! – Mr. Thurston 
All of the sixteen Lafayette students who participated in our “Digits of Pi” competition can give impressive 
answers to that question, and winner Alex Joyce-Johnson has the most stunning answer: he recited 250 digits 
from memory to win the school-wide title hands down!  We think this is a school record, but we know we are 
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awestruck.  Jacob Weitzner recited 150 digits for second place, and Isaac Frumkin gave us 106 digits for third. 
(Note: all numbers represents digits after the decimal).  

In grade-by-grade results, Jonah Frumkin was the kindergarten winner with 11 digits. Noah Weitzner, last 
year’s kindergarten winner, recited 55 digits to become first grade champion.  Second grader Brendan Klein 
learned 18 digits to win for his grade, with Ian Provance-Young taking second.  Josh Taubman was our only third 
grade competitor but recited 50 digits to show he didn’t just win by default.  Jacob Weitzner and Isaac Frumkin 
took first and second for fourth grade, with Sam Coan (46 digits) leading the rest of 4th grade competitors, who 
included Jacob Rubin, Mei Copacino, Matt Fenty, Nicole Chatman, and Zach Schauer. Alex Joyce-Johnson was 
fifth grade winner, with Mason Strazzella (76) and Tom Giagtzoglou (41) in second and third places.   

We had a most impressive response to the Pi Week questions about the circles on the floor of the great hall, 
so many that the judging panel is still struggling to go through the mountain of entries from many grades and 
from adults as well. We hope to have those results, and suitable prizes for all of our winners, very soon.  
At one point Alex (250) Joyce-Johnson offered some advice.  We all strained our ears to hear, expecting some 
insightful tip or the key to remembering such a huge number of digits.  Alex’s advice?  It was that you should 
always guess at the next digit after the ones you know for sure, as there’s a chance you could be right. Thanks for 
that, but it won’t help us get that close to 250!  
 
THE BOYS IN THE BEE: CONGRATULATIONS STEPHEN AND NICK! – Kathy Echave 
Fifth graders Stephen Berg and Nick Pomper spent Saturday, March 20th a little differently than you did.  They 
went to the studios of NBC-4 and waited and waited.  Finally, they competed in the City Spelling Bee.  Both boys 
were making first time appearances and did well in a spirited bee that could be dubbed the battle of the boys: only 
eight out of thirty entrants were girls.  In a week that brought more bad national news about boys falling behind in 
school due to faltering literacy skills, D.C.’s three top winners were ALL boys.  Seventh grader Jacob Korn and 
sixth grader Seamus Lynch placed second and third.  These young men, students at Alice Deal Middle School, are 
terrific spellers and fierce competitors.  Should they choose to participate, both will be eligible next year. 
      Top honors in the City Bee went to Avery Coffey, an 8th grader at Howard University Middle School of Math 
and Science.  His hard work and tenacity can be a lesson for all. Avery, who admits that he may have a 
photographic memory, roams the dictionary in search of a few new words to learn daily.  This was his third 
appearance in the City Bee. He placed second in his previous two appearances.  All of us at Lafayette join in 
supporting Avery who will represent the District in the National Spelling Bee to be broadcast live on ESPN in 
early June.  
       In the meantime, be sure to catch Lafayette’s own budding, potential city champs, Stephen Berg and Nick 
Pomper, on Saturday, April 10th at 2:30 p.m. when today’s taped City Bee is scheduled to air on Channel 4.  
 

                                     
             Avery and Jacob                   Nick and Stephen 

 
ENTER THE WRITERS’ COMPETITION – Kathy Echave, reading specialist 
The 2010 Larry Neal Writers’ Competition is underway for all District residents and the deadline for submissions 
is Tuesday, March 30th at 6 p.m. (received, not postmarked by).  The division in which Lafayette students fall is 
“Youth” (ages 8-12); however, there are also divisions for “Teens” (13-18) and “Adults” (19 and up). There are 
three categories in both the youth and teen divisions; a writer can enter only one. 
Guidelines: 

Poetry:  Two unpublished poems (one poem per page)  
Short Story:   One unpublished story, not to exceed 500 words, double-spaced  
Essay:   One unpublished essay, not to exceed 500 words, double-spaced  
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Applicants must complete an application form and attach application to writing submission in accordance 
with the formatting instructions listed on the application form.  Applicants must submit one (1) completed 
application form and ten (10) copies of their writing.  Awards will be presented at the 27th Annual Larry Neal 
Writers’ Awards Ceremony in May. 

I have extra applications and can answer most questions that interested students might have.  Some teachers 
are doing this with their classes, but most do not have time. Time is the one thing we’re short of this year, so we 
have not been able to promote the contest as we usually do.  Also, since the deadline comes during our spring 
break, the school will not be able to personally deliver entries to the DCCAH.    

For more information on Larry Neal, the competition or awards ceremony visit http://dcarts.dc.gov or contact 
the Larry Neal Writers’ Competition program coordinator, Lisa Richards Toney, at (202) 724-5613.  From that 
link you can also download applications, read full guidelines, and view the 2009 winners who include many 
familiar names of current and past Lafayette students.  Parents, please encourage your children with an interest in 
writing to enter this worthwhile contest. 
 
 

 
Design a Spring Fair T-shirt!! 

Theme: OLYMPICS! (Summer or Winter) 
Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, Green, Black 
Use the rings somewhere in your design 

 
Include a catchy slogan!! 

Put your name and class code on the back and return to  
Ms. McLaughlin’s mailbox by Thursday, March 25th 

 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
There are lots of things that go into selling a school like Lafayette to the wider D.C. community.  Each month I 
get to deliver my sales pitch when I conduct the Tuesday Tour.  At this time of year, the office is fielding call 
after call about visiting the school since it is the time of year to decide on whether to take that PK spot, start 
kindergarten, or go ahead with the private school route.  I know selling a school is a lot like selling a house.  First 
impressions make a difference.  So we always start each tour with the library, one of the school’s showplaces.  
I get lots of questions about the size of classes, the experience of the teachers, what we teach, and when.  How we 
schedule the day and what routines are in place to keep the children safe.  As we walk through the building I try 
to match my patter with the location so there is cafeteria talk, playground talk, and classroom talk.  I encourage 
people to look around and see what is happening in the various classrooms.  For the most part I find the school to 
be just like it is every morning.  Lots of little people are very busy doing important work.  Messengers are 
delivering the attendance.  Classes are moving through the halls towards specials.  Once in a while parents will 
call me back and say that while they enjoyed the tour they won’t be coming to Lafayette because they just 
couldn’t see their child in our environment.  I used to get a little put out by that statement and tried to find out 
why.  But not anymore.  We have no shortage of students.  So I really don’t think you’ll be missed.  

Every month Amy Murphy comes along with me to give the parent point of view.  She talks about the Home 
and School Association and volunteering opportunities.  Parents come up to her with questions they don’t want to 
ask me and after years of doing this she has all the answers.  She really could lead the tour all by herself.  But 
after the incredible auction we had here last Saturday night, she really needs to beef up the section on parent 
involvement.  This wasn’t just parent involvement.  This was parent involvement on steroids!  
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Again Lafayette parents pulled off the most amazing school auction.  From the moment you entered the 
building with the sounds of the rainforest echoing across the front courtyard, to the trip down the Amazon River 
itself, the evening couldn’t have been more perfect.  Even the weather cooperated, giving a true tropical feeling to 
the interior of the school.   The school was packed and it seemed to me that everyone was having a wonderful 
time.  Dancing, bidding, great food, and drink.  Not a single detail was missed.  A year’s worth of planning on 
display for one single evening.    

The proceeds from the auction are truly needed at Lafayette.  Everyone knows about our award winning art 
teacher who is funded by the Home and School Association.  The costs of her materials and supplies are also a 
part of that budget.  But so many other things result from the auction.  We now have over 26,000 books in the 
library thanks to this and other fundraisers.  The new projector in the cafeteria that was used last Saturday night is 
another example.  We are currently upgrading a lot of classroom technology for teachers who have made those 
requests or purchased new sets of novels to be used in the upper grades as a part of the reading program.  It’s just 
incredibly reassuring in these economic times to have all of you parents and your hard work as a resource to fall 
back on if needed.    

So a big thank you from all the teachers, staff, and children of Lafayette Elementary School to all the parents 
who volunteered for making Under the Canopy such a huge success.  We want you to know that we truly 
appreciate all you do to make Lafayette such a special place each and every day.  We couldn’t do our work 
without you and your continuous support.  You are the best!!.  
  

FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 

AVON WALK FOR BREAST CANCER –  Margaret Quinn, kindergarten aide 
As many of you may have seen from the poster in the Great Hall, my daughters and I are part of a team hoping to 
participate in the 2010 Avon Walk for Breast Cancer here in D.C. in May.  We will be walking 40 miles in two 
days to raise awareness and to raise money to help fund breast cancer research and treatment here in the D.C. 
area.  In order to walk, my team needs to raise $9000 in donations, and we have a long way to go!  If you would 
like to donate to this cause, you can do so online at 
http://info.avonfoundation.org/site/TR/Walk/WashingtonDC?px=5354907&pg=personal&fr_id=1910  or by 
dropping off a check made out to “Avon Walk for Breast Cancer” with my name in the memo line.  Thank you to 
all the parents and teachers who have already donated – the support of the Lafayette community means so much 
to me as I train for this event.   

 
STUDENT CONFERENCE ON ENDING POVERTY 
A Wider Circle’s First Annual Student Conference on Ending Poverty, Saturday, April 24th, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
(check-in begins at 11:00 a.m.).  Register online at www.awidercircle.org, no registration fee.  The conference 
will take place at American University’s School of International Service and is aimed at engaging students of all 
ages in the movement to end poverty.  It will feature speakers from A Wider Circle, individuals who have 
overcome the challenges of poverty in their own lives, and representatives from other community organizations 
working in the region. 

Session topics for ages 13 and up will include: 
  - In It to End It: Volunteerism and Social Change 
  - Already Behind: Childhood Poverty and Social Change 
  - My Next Meal: Hunger in Our Nation's Capital and Beyond 
  - The Humane Approach to City and County Planning: Creating the 

           Neighborhoods of Tomorrow 
  - Changing the Conversation: Advocacy and The Prioritization of our Most 
     Vulnerable Citizen 

Special breakout sessions focusing on volunteerism and social engagement will also be available for children 
in grades K-6. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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*  Here for spring break?  Go to HoopEd!  HoopEd is offering a Spring Break All Sports and Games Camp for 
the March 29th-April 2nd holiday. Camp will be held right at Lafayette Elementary. Camp runs from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and boys and girls ages 6-13 are welcome.  There are also HoopEd options for Monday April 5th.  For 
details and more information, or to register online, go to www.hoopeducation.com. 
*  Babysitter needed for afterschool.  A Lafayette family is looking for a babysitter/ homework helper for our 
2nd grade daughter for Monday and Tuesday afternoons from 3:15 p.m. until 6 - 6:30 p.m.  If interested, please 
contact Julia Timofeyeva at (202) 441-4779. 
*  Nanny available: Our wonderful nanny is available for full-time work beginning in mid-April. Sheela has 
worked for our family for seven years, most recently part-time as our children have gotten older. She is great with 
kids of all ages, is a U.S. citizen fluent in English and drives. please call Sheela directly at (301) 942-2476 or call 
Caren for a reference at (202) 966-4959. 
*  Room wanted.  Room wanted inn exchange for weekend and some evening babysitting.  I live in the 
neighborhood and I have childcare experience.  I can provide excellent references.  Please call Zoraida at (301) 
335-0539. 
*  House Cleaning and Laundry.  Our responsible house cleaner, Lulu, is available to clean your house and 
wash/ fold your laundry.   She is currently working for several Lafayette families.  Please call Lourdes Gomez at  
(301) 768-0392. 
* Sign up for spring break soccer camp.  First Touch Soccer has space still available in its spring break camp 
available starting March 22nd and 29th (though the camp for the 29th is just about filled).  Camp is either half day 
(9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) or full day (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.).  Boys and girls 7 and older (younger participants on a case-by-
case basis).   $245 per player for full day all week; $165 per player for half day;  $65 per player for daily 
participation.  Improve touches, passing, ball control, dribbling, shooting skills and small-side games.  The 
program provides enthusiastic and motivational instruction in a positive, fun and rewarding environment; coaches 
and instructors will provide top quality training, playing games and focusing on the most important touch – the 
first touch.  For registration, further information, and testimonials visit:  www.FirstTouchSoccer.org.  
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin 
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   
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NOTEBUSTERS REGISTRATION 
 

   Spring session begins March 25 !!!!!!! 
 

“The Jersey Boys LOVE Hairspray” 
Mr. Alex is combining the greatest hits from the musical, The Jersey Boys, with the best songs from the musical, 
Hairspray, to create a fantastic fun show for everyone to enjoy! 
 
Open to children in grades 1 through 5, Notebusters teaches children to have fun through singing and to enjoy 
performing in front of a live audience.  The children have weekly opportunities to gain confidence by standing 
up in front of their peers to sing alone or in small groups.  They are given lots of opportunities for solo and small 
group performing experience which builds confidence and self assurance, and transfers to all aspects of life.   
Notebusters will meet on Thursdays after school from 3:30 to 4:15 beginning March 25.    The spring session will 
run for approximately 10 weeks culminating in a final performance for family and friends to be scheduled at the 
end of the session – late May/early June (exact date TBA.)  You may learn more about the program director, Mr. 
Alex, and the Notebusters by logging onto AlexHelsabeck.com. 
 
Complete the registration form below and return it with payment to the school office.  

 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

 
NOTEBUSTERS – Spring 2010 

 
Please enroll  __________________ in Notebusters for the spring session.  Enclosed is a check for $100 made 

out to Alex Helsabeck. 
 

My child’s teacher is ______________in grade __________. 
 

 
_________________    _______________________    ____________________ 
Parent name       Email          Telephone 
 
 
 

SHS Builds PSI 
 
 


