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MARK YOUR CALENDAR   
April 15 (Wednesday) — HSA Board meeting, 6:30 PM  
April 16 (Thursday) — No School, Emancipation Day 
April 20 (Monday) – DC-CAS testing begins, grades 3 - 6  
April 24 (Friday) – May 1 (Friday) – Scholastic Book Fair at Lafayette 
May 9 (Saturday) — Lafayette Spring Fair 
May 15 (Friday) — No School, Parent Conference Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Budget, funding and school autonomy (see page 2)  
 
FROM THE HSA –   John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 

The HSA Board is elected by you to represent your interests. Our final meeting before the General Meeting in May 
in which we elect new Board members for next year is this Wednesday, April 15th at 6:30. If you are at all intrigued, or 
interested in serving the Lafayette community by serving on the Board, please plan to attend this meeting. Our meetings 
are always open and we welcome your valuable presence. Attendance is not mandatory if you wish to be nominated, but 
knowledge of our process will interest you. No need to RSVP. 

 
MEET AT EASTERN –   Mr. Thurston, Track Coach 
 Eastern Senior High School, Wednesday April 8—What a sharp-looking team they were, the Lafayette squad 
arriving for the first meet of the season in their new uniforms complete with blue warmups and blue knit caps. The 
warmups and caps were not only for show; on this raw, windy day they were essential for actually keeping warm! Our 
athletes’ performances were just as classy as their new outfits, and they came away with some great results.    
 Field events got underway first, and some of the notable performances were: shot put, Ruby Shevlin, 18’, and 
Nehemiah Scott, 25’; long jump, Quiana Ford, 10’ +, Bruce Hudson, 9’9”; triple jump, we don’t yet have girls’ results, 
but Lafayette had at least 6 boys jumping over 20 feet: Deloniel McCombs, Daniel Katz, Belize Saunders, Bruce Hudson, 
Nick Neptune, Alex Joyce-Johnson, and Ezona Haile. 
 Lafayette provided a lot of the good 400 meter and 200 meter performances. Nathan Kovar, Ross Brandon, Sahna 
Sabbakhan, Amanda Kartano, and Will Oakley were all winners of their 400 m heats; Sahna and Aaron Hansford both 
won their 200 m heats by wide margins.  Both Kristina Colevas and Will Oakley took first place in the 800 and 1600 
meters events, both by wide margins.   
 There are lots more results to report, but we will save them until we get the official recorded times and distances. The 
team will be back in action on Tuesday, April 14, for the Developmental Relay Meet. We do not yet know the location for 
this meet, but we are expecting great things from the team in blue. 
 
DONATE YOUR UNWANTED BOOKS, CDs and DVDs to the LAFAYETTE FAIR  
 Doing some spring cleaning? We'll be collecting gently used books, CDs, and DVDs, for children and adults over the 
next several weeks, for re-sale at the Lafayette Spring Fair on May 9. Please drop off your donations in the designated 
boxes in the Great Hall. Questions? email Teresa Gionis -- tgionis@rcn.com  
 

 
NEWSPAPERS WANTED 
Please save and send in to the Art Room NEWSPAPERS!  
Thanks!  Laurie McLaughlin 
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DCPS INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THE FOLLOWING UPCOMING COMMUNITY MEETINGS: 
Internet Safety Policy Community Meeting - This community meeting informs parents, community members, and staff 
on the revised DCPS Student Safety and Use Policy for Internet and Technology. Thursday April 9, 2009, 6:30-8:00 PM, 
825 North Capitol Street, 5th Floor Broadcast Room.  
Chancellor's Community Forums: School Scorecard - We will soon be providing a school "Scorecard" for parents and 
the DC community. We have some ideas to share with you but would also like to hear more from you about what you'd 
like to see on a school scorecard. Wednesday April 22, 2009, 6:30-8:00 PM, McKinley Technology High School , 151 T 
St NE (.67 mi from Metro Red Line - New York Ave) and Wednesday April 29, 2009, 6:30-8:00 PM, Kelly Miller Middle 
School, 309 49th St NE (.97 mi from Metro Orange line - Minnesota Ave) 
School Calendar Community Meeting - This community meeting engages parents and community members to provide 
suggestions and comments on the proposed calendar for school year 2009-2010. The proposed calendar includes 
additional professional development days for teachers. We will plan student activities on those days and welcome your 
ideas.  Thursday April 23, 2009, 6:30-8:00 PM, Noyes Elementary School,  
2725 10th St NE (.28 mi from Metro Red Line - Rhode Island Ave)  
 For child care, disability accommodations, and/or language interpretation services (Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Amharic, French and American Sign Language), contact Jennifer Nguyen at 202-442-5191, Jennifer.Nguyen@dc.gov. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –   Lynn Main, Principal 
 I have had a hard time understanding the current economic situation in the United States. I can't quite get a fix on 
AIG and what in the world those people were doing there. I have read Niall Ferguson's The Ascent of Money and I 
understood most of it until I got near the end and the book started talking about hedge funds and credit swaps. I'll never be 
rich enough to participate in any of these shenanigans myself. But I do think I have a pretty good understanding of the 
Lafayette school budget. Each spring I am given an allocation predicated on the understanding that a certain number of 
students will arrive at Lafayette in the fall. I can allocate that money into various categories according to what the LSRT 
and I think are school needs. Over 95% of the funding goes to staffing the school. The 5% that is left is for supplies, 
computers, furniture, and supplemental educational materials. I sit at budget review meetings and am told that, yes, your 
budget looks good and it is stamped as approved. Then the reality sets in. And the more things change the more they stay 
the same. 
 In February of 2008, I was called into a meeting and was told that because of spending difficulties in DCPS our local 
budget was being drastically reduced. I protested at that time and some of the funding was restored, but very little. I was 
told that in July we would get an early advance on 2009 funding and that would be enough to handle start up expenses for 
the fall. The strong recommendation last spring was to place those start up funds in our American Express purchasing 
account which allows us to order from a few vendors without going through a long procurement process. So that is what 
Lafayette did.  
 Well, it took until December for the AMEX account to be finally activated. All fall we scrimped and basically used 
up any supplies we had in our supply closet. Nothing new could be purchased. But in December things started to pick up, 
money was available, and we started ordering, not for this school year but actually for the fall of 2009. Since the timing of 
the funding is so off the actuality of the school calendar, what you are getting right now is really going to be used next 
year. Up in the book room are most of our supplemental educational materials ready for next fall's students.  
 Then came April 3 and an e-mail from Chancellor Rhee. Effective immediately all spending in all local school 
categories was to be stopped. No warning. Just bang, you're dead. We can still use our AMEX money and we've put a lot 
of money in the AMEX account. But everything else is frozen. Just like last year and in almost every other year I have 
been in DCPS. We can petition to use the money for critical purchases, but these petitions will need to be approved. So 
Lafayette's money no longer belongs to Lafayette and the students at this school.  
 We have some critical purchases that need to be made. We are in desperate need of some additional desks and chairs. 
We are responsible for purchasing all our own custodial supplies for next year and the plan was to use some of the 
remaining funds to get a running start on what we need. We need to renew our subscription with Renaissance Learning so 
we can continue to use their services to monitor student progress at Lafayette. We have identified some supplemental 
materials that we would like to use with students who need extra support in reading and math. Oh, we'll probably hear 
about the July advance again, but do I believe it will come through in time to really make a difference for next fall? Not 
on your life. So we will be writing some of these purchasing petitions in the next few weeks.  
 Local school budgets in DCPS drive me crazy. Lafayette met its part of the agreement, when will central 
administration meet its part? How can a school have access to its local funding for basically three months? The next fiscal 
year doesn't start until next October and remember we didn't see any of this year's money until December. If history 
repeats itself that is eight months from now. Why have schools go through the pretense of working on their budgets if they 
aren't going to get the funding their students are entitled to? And why was everything shut off without any notice at all? 
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I've heard that some schools were spending money on items that really didn't seem to make much sense. So take them to 
task and leave the responsible schools alone. 
 We have applied for school autonomy next year. We have a central office visit scheduled for May 18 and 19 as part 
of the approval process. School budgeting was on the list of areas of autonomy. Will autonomy mean that Lafayette will 
get to control its entire school allocation then? I hope so but I'm not holding my breath. So for now I'll write, call, 
complain, and make myself a general nuisance to the people who control the purse strings in DCPS. The children of 
Lafayette deserve what is owed to them. They are here each day, doing their best to work hard. I'll be working hard for 
them trying to get some of this money back.  
 Other info --- 
Testing for grades 3-6 starts Monday, April 20th. We will be doing reading and math first. The following week the 4th 
grade will take the composition test while the 5th grade tackles science. Please have your children at school on time 
during this period so we can begin testing according to our schedule. I try very hard to not be a testing maniac all school 
year because I know if we are doing our job on a daily basis the students at Lafayette will do just fine. The children have 
been reviewing test taking skills and topics covered earlier in the year since spring break. They are ready to start the 
bubbling. 
 

THE SPRING RAFFLE IS HERE! 
 
Check your oldest kid’s backpack today and find the envelope with five (5) raffle tickets to sell. 

Our goal this year is to sell all 3000 tickets printed. Read the instructions, sell them by the 
different selling deadlines and your kids will earn Popsicles or ice-cream cones! 

The class that sells the most will receive a surprise prize!!! 
If you don’t wish to sell any tickets, please return them to your teacher as soon as possible. If 

you need more tickets e-mail Vicky Hess at themascias_3@msn.com or Sue Wright at 
wrightsj@erols.com. 

 Good luck!! 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Summer Camp & Infant/Toddler Playspace @ Roda Movements in Takoma Park 
 Roda Movements is Just a 15 min. drive from Lafayette and will be offering a 1/2 day Camp Capoeira - Martial Arts 
Camp, Aug. 10-21 9:30-12 PM for ages 6-12 yrs. Contact us for fees and discounted rates at www.rodamovements.com or        
301- 920-0913.  Also at Roda Movements - RODA PLAYSPACE: An indoor PLAY SPACE designed for children ages 4 
months-3 1/2 years will be open April 21st at 10:30 AM. Bring your littlest ones to play, learn, laugh and give yourself a 
break!  www.rodaplayspace.com  
* 2 Free Parenting Workshop Sessions on Handling Your Child’s Intense Feelings: All people get angry, worried, or 
scared. What can we do for ourselves and for our children as we grapple with these and other challenging emotions? Class 
will be offered in Tenleytown on Saturday, May 9th from 1 - 2:30 PM & Tuesday, May 12th from 7:30 – 9 PM. 
Facilitated by Lafayette parent/clinical social worker, Jen Kogan. REGISTER by email to jenko108@gmail.com or call 
202-215-2790. 
* House Cleaner Available Mondays/Fridays.  Our wonderful house cleaner Lulu is available Mondays and Fridays. 
She will do all your laundry and folding! Please contact Terri at terrijaye@hotmail.com or 202-360-3785. 
 
E-mail submissions for the next week's issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin 
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 PM.   
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SPRING FAIR: GREEN MATTERS 
 
We are 4 weeks away from the Spring Fair! Thanks to all the parents who volunteered to chair a category. If 
you want to volunteer to co-chair a category call Vicky Hess at 806-8980 or e-mail at 
themascias_3@msn.com. 
As in past years, class assignments will be made to make sure each activity has the volunteer help needed to 
run successfully. You will find more information about those assignments in an upcoming Tuesday Bulletin. 
Remember we are going GREEN, so: - start collecting clean, lightly used plastic toys and drop them off in the 
Green Matters corner in the Great Hall; -think about donating and trading your old/ small operable bicycle 
for another one (just pay $10 if you bring a trade-in or $ 20 if you don’t); -think about donating those DVDs, 
books and CDs you found while spring-cleaning to the Books, DVDs, & CDs Sale; -mark your calendar to bake 
for the Bake Sale; - buy a Kidpass (form attached); - walk or bike to the Park; -and get ready to enjoy new 
rides, games and delicious food at Lafayette’s Spring Fair on May 9 ! 
 

CATEGORY 2009 Co-Chairs E-mail Phone 
Overall Fair Co-Chairs Vicky Hess 

Sue Wright 
Themascias_3@msn.com 
wrightsj@erols.com 

806-8980 
882-7015 

Set-Up Jude Landis Jude_landis@fanniemae.com 722-4725 
Underwriting Vicky Hess 

Lisa Resch 
Diana Rojas 

Themascias_3@msn.com 
Balancingact_dc@yahoo.com 
nogroj@yahoo.com  

806-8980 
237-7101 
758-2074 

Publicity Sara Durr 
Deean Rubin 

sarakufflerdurr@aol.com 
deean@starpower.net  

966-3679 
244-0899 

Ticket Sales Maggie Prieto markmagg@aol.com 210-4320 
Plant Sale Sarah Buscher sbuscher@verizon.net  321-2914 
Books/DVDs/CD Sale Kevin Hovland 

Teresa Gionis 
hovland@aacu.org 
tgionis@rcn.com 

302-0775 
237-5770 

Kidpass Chris Berg berg@dc.net 363-4859 
T-shirts & School 
 Store 

Suzanne Stokes Vieth msvieth@verizon.net 744-7556 

Rides Lisa Oakley oakleyhome@rcn.com 244-8994 
Games Kate Kelly katekkelly@aol.com 237-6050 
Finance Beryl Voigt berylvoigt@comcast.net 362-9531 
Face Painting Kathy Crawford Crawford.Kathy@epamail.epa.gov 316-1467 
Nails/Tattoos Kate Moody kcmoody@hotmail.com 489-3417 
Bake Sale Marianne Robb-Walsh 

Meredith Jason 
mrobbwalsh@aol.com 
Meredith.Jason@nlrb.com 

285-0352 
686-1835 

Food Nancy Golding 
Maria Petaros 

nangolding@aol.com 
mariapetaros@aol.com  

362-2246 
686-7378 

Recycling Susanne Leloup susanleloup@yahoo.com 966-4358 
Event Signage Cindy McClure drawnshoot@aol.com 364-4963 
Vendors Leslie Cordes Leslie.CORDES@verizon.net 421-6812 
Bike Trade-In Booth Steve Agostino Steve.agostino@lnf.com 244-3396 
Clean Up Anna Callon acallon@verizon.net 244-4152 
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IT’S COOL, IT’S CONVENIENT AND GREEN: 
THE SPRING FAIR KIDPASS IS BACK! 

 
Your kids will think it’s cool because they can go on the Spider Zone and Giant Slide 30 
times in a row without asking you for more tickets. You’ll think it’s awesome for the same 
reason! It’s the Lafayette Spring Fair KIDPASS – a wristband your kid can wear for automatic 
admission to all rides and games plus one turn at most crafts, including the Photo Booth! 
 
What’s the catch? The KIDPASS cannot be bought, borrowed or even begged. It is a special 
thank-you gift exclusively for our family contributors. We are very fortunate to have 
underwriting assistance from many local businesses, but we also need the support of as 
many families as possible. 
Your donation of $50-$99 entitles you to a KIDPASS for one child in your family. Your 
donation of $ 100 or more entitles you to a KIDPASS for every child in your family. Make 
the Spring Fair a hassle-free day of fun. Make your family contribution today and your 
KIDPASS wristbands will be waiting for you at the Flagpole Ticket Booth on Fair Day! 
 

SPRING FAIR FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
 
Name of Family: _______________________________ Phone #: __________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
Enclosed is our donation, payable to Lafayette HSA in the amount of: $______________ 
 

Please provide KIDPASSES for (your kids’ names) 
 
_____________________________     _____________________________ 
_____________________________     _____________________________ 
_____________________________     _____________________________ 
 
Put this form and your check in an envelope marked KIDPASS. Place it in the Spring Fair drawer in the Great 
Hall or mail it to Chris Berg, 3327 Quesada St. NW,20015 
By May 7. KIDPASS contributions will also be accepted at the Flagpole Ticket Booth on Fair Day. 
 
 Because the Lafayette HSA is a non-profit organization, contributions are generally tax deductible for amounts above value received. The value of 
each KIDPASS is $15. Please consult your tax advisor for further information on tax deductibility. 
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ALICE DEAL MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FAIR AND OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

3815 Fort Drive NW Washington D.C.20016 

202 939-2010 

 
  

 

Register your child for the 09/10 school year 

 

Prizes for the first 100 students to register!!!   

  

Open House For New and Prospective families:   

 Bring your questions about our curriculum and co-curricular activities.  

Meet faculty and staff.  

Take a student-led tour of our newly modernized building (tours available at 9:30, 10:30 and 11:30)  

 

COME EXPERIENCE THE NEW DEAL! 

  

 

Enrollment forms and information on proof of residency can be found at http://www.k12.dc.us/enrollment/enroll.htm 

 

 
 


