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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
June 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:15 p.m.; General Meeting, 7:15 p.m. 
June 22 (Tuesday) — Last Day of School, 3:15 p.m. dismissal 
 
FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Diana Blitz, HSA co-presidents 
At the risk of being repetitive and perhaps annoying, the purpose of this column this week is to invite you to 
our last HSA General Meeting, this Thursday, June 10th at 7:15 in the cafeteria. Our business this week is 
critical and the school budget relies on your attendance and ultimately your votes. Our HSA Treasurers will 
present the Proposed Budget for School Year 2010 – 2011 and your voting approval is a necessary part of this 
process. Attend, learn, and use your voice to help ensure that Lafayette continues to enrich the education of all 
of our children. 

Also at this meeting, a long-standing Lafayette tradition will be honored. Each year the Co-Presidents 
and perhaps a few consultants decide who in our school community is deserving of Marquis de Lafayette 
awards. These awards, although not monetary, have much value. Essentially, the awards are presented to 
individuals who have substantially and definitively made contributions to the betterment of our school 
community. The names of these individuals will be announced after the budget approval process at the meeting 
so please help us celebrate these individuals and their achievements.  

Lastly, in case you are not aware, at the initiative of many school parents and with complete HSA 
endorsement, Lafayette now has a Nutritional Committee established to work alongside DCPS to research 
healthier eating opportunities during the school day for our children. A representative from the just-opened 
Whole Foods at Friendship Heights will provide his insights and discuss possible options. Come and learn about 
this city-wide initiative. 

Enjoy the last two weeks of school. See you Thursday evening! 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
  When I started writing for the Tuesday Bulletin, now 9 years ago, I wondered if there would be enough to 
write about each week.  I needn’t have worried.  I now have over 300 columns in my folder.  I’m often asked if 
I re-run any of them and the answer is almost never.  There is always something new happening at Lafayette.  
While there are the traditional activities like the Halloween parade and Field Day, this year saw the Wounded 
Warriors Ceremony at Walter Reed and the kindergarten weather presentation.  But this is the one column I do 
repeat with a few updates.  So here is the 2010 version. 

With less than 15 days remaining in this school year, we are busy making plans for SY 2010-2011.  We 
know your children are ready to move on to the next grade.  We can see how much they have grown, both 
socially and physically from where they started last August.  Last Friday our pre-kindergarten children took the 
stage for their end of year celebration.  The overnight fifth grade trip to Gettysburg is finished.  The 4th grade 
has one more day trip planned to the Maryland Science Center in Baltimore.  We had two incredibly successful 
Field Days somehow managing to dodge the bad weather. All the class parties and picnics are on the calendar. 
We still have our fifth grade celebration coming up on the 18th where we say goodbye and wish everyone well 
in their new schools.  

Over the next few days, the teachers at Lafayette will begin planning classes for SY 2010-2011.  We have a 
very structured process that we feel works very well.  We have  completed our end of year reading and math 
benchmark tests and the data is being shared with each grade level. As a first step we are using these current 



levels of academic performance to guide our first division of students. Then each sending grade meets with each 
receiving grade along with any other teachers (special education, English language learners, math and reading 
specialists) who work with that grade level.  Each and every student is discussed.  Then comes the building of 
classes. Our aim is to build balanced groups of children with a good history of working together and who have 
balanced academic skills.  So into each class go some independent workers along with those that need a little 
more assistance.  A couple of live wires with some more reflective, introspective types.  We look at evening up 
the number of boys and girls. We try to separate children who may have not been a good match this year. 
Throughout the process the group is what is important.  While we have some surprises every year, on the whole 
we’ve found that if we get the group right, most everything else seems to fall into place.    

After the classes are built, the names of the students are put into teacher notebooks.  A teacher name is 
assigned to each notebook.  Nowhere in the process is a class built for a particular teacher.  We are adding an 
additional grade level class for fifth grade this year.  We know of teachers who are retiring and resigning. Some 
are changing grade levels. And while we think we know at this time which teachers and students are returning 
next fall, nothing is ever really set in stone.  Teachers have had to resign in the summer.  New families are 
buying all those houses for sale and bringing new students to Lafayette. The phones and e-mail have been 
extremely busy this spring with prospective families asking lots of questions about this school. We have chosen 
this method so that each teacher at Lafayette is given a group of students ready to work together.  And while the 
primary grades may give us some surprises, by the intermediate grades we have this process down to a science. 

Many teachers comment to me that parents ask them about other teachers on staff.  What is that teacher 
like?  Is he or she a good fit for my child?  When I was a teacher, I had teacher friends on staff.  We talked 
about our students, families, and the administration.  But we rarely if ever got to see each other actually teach.  I 
was in my classroom and they were in theirs.  I’ve learned that you can have a great year if the group dynamics 
work, and how one renegade student can upset the entire balance.  And you can guarantee that a renegade 
student will get a perfect attendance award at the end of the year.  And how this often happens at Lafayette, 
even with all the time and effort we put into making the groups just right.  Children change so much over the 
summer. Students who were apart the year before now are in a class together and the sparks start to fly.  New 
students arrive and upset the apple cart.  But new classes have to be formed and this method seems to work the 
best for us.  

So enjoy the summer knowing that your child’s class is being created with all the best interests of the 
students in mind.  Please don’t promise anyone a particular teacher.  That may not happen.  Just because one 
child in a family had a good year with a particular teacher was probably due more to the group than you might 
think.  Just know that in your child’s classroom next fall will be some children your child will like as friends, 
enjoy as classmates and who will be good learning partners.  That is how we make the classes at Lafayette.  
With learning as the goal. 
 
FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 

• Excellent Architect and Contractor. If you're looking to renovate your home, consider using the architect and 
contractor we've used for two extensive renovations to our Chevy Chase DC home over the past decade. They 
are extremely reliable, courteous, and price competitive. We are satisfied customers and they are available now. 
Please email me (Connie) at cknc2006@gmail.com if you're interested in talking to them. 

 
• CALLING ALL KIDS!!!! 
Time to celebrate Dads! Father's Day is June 20th. You and your Dad( and your Mom, too!) are invited to the Avalon 
Theatre for a free family movie. "THE SPY NEXT DOOR", June 20th, at 10.00am. Call me to reserve your seats. 
ANDRA GRAM - 240 515 6059 MIKE SENKO - 202 257 5787  Long&Foster Real Estate 

 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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