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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
June 10 (Wednesday) — 6th grade graduation, 9:30 a.m. 
June 11 (Thursday) — HSA Board/Budget meeting, 7 p.m. 
June 12 (Friday) — 5th grade graduation, 9:30 a.m.  
June 15 (Monday) — Last Day of School, 12:15 dismissal 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL —  “Getting ready to say our goodbyes…” (see page 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA — John Katz, HSA co-president 
As is traditional, this is John, writing the last column of the year, and of my co-presidency, by myself.  It is a 
particularly appropriate tradition this year, since this last issue of the Bulletin coincides with our familial 
graduation from Lafayette, after nine great years.  Many of the articles in this space over the last two years have 
spoken about the Lafayette community, because one of first things one discovers upon entering Lafayette, and 
what we will take with us as we leave, is that Lafayette is a school where staff, parents, and kids come together 
to build a safe, creative, dynamic place to grow and learn.  Unfortunately, it is simply not possible in this small 
space to thank individually everyone who has made an important contribution to Lafayette and to our family 
over the last nine years, so here's a collective shout out to the administration, the dedicated classroom teachers, 
the support staff, the resource teachers, and the teaching assistants.  Equally praiseworthy are the many 
volunteers who serve as room parents, event chairs and staff, HSA board members, classroom volunteers, 
chaperones, editors of the Bulletin and other publications, and those who provide less formal types of support .  
To all of you, and especially to those of you who have enriched our lives by being kind enough to share your 
wonderful children with us over the years, thanks. 
 
LAST CHANCE FOR GREAT LAFAYETTE STUFF!   
Stop by the flagpole Wednesday through Friday after school this week to pick up that car magnet, baseball cap 
or spring fair T-shirt you’ve been meaning to buy, just in time for the summer. Spring Fair T-shirts now 
discounted: $15 for adult sizes or $10 for youth. Limited quantities of most sizes available (sorry, no more 
Adult XL or S; no youth XL). Proceeds, as always, to benefit the Lafayette HSA. Thanks for your support! 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM PARENT SURVEY 
The Lafayette Foreign Language Program is a before-school program offered for a fee to Lafayette students 
who want to learn Spanish.  The program is run by two Lafayette mothers, Julie Stewart and Claudia Tassara 
Radifera, who hire Spanish speaking teachers to teach your children the language.  We want to make the 
program as meaningful, fun, and useful as possible.  To do that, we need your input.  
     If you are interested in having your child participate in the language program during school year 2009-2010, 
please complete the survey at the end of this newsletter and return it to Julie Stewart at the address  on the 
survey, or place it in the grey file drawer in the Great Hall labeled “Foreign Language.”  Thanks so much. 
                                                                                            — Julie Stewart and Claudia Tassara Radifera 
  
LAFAYETTE TRACK TEAMS FINISH STRONG — Coach Robert Thurston 
Thursday, June 4—The City Championship Meet finally happened after a few rain delays, and this time met 
with steady rain but no delays since we have run out of days to postpone the meet to! Despite the lack of any 
sun, Lafayette athletes shone brightly as they all performed extremely well. The Lafayette girls, despite 
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somewhat depleted numbers, come back with the “City Runner Up” title, losing only to the well-trained Stuart 
Hobson girls. Our boys proudly bring back the “City Champion” title.  
It took an entire team effort to achieve these results, and we are very proud of the way our athletes endured the 
cool, uncomfortable, rainy conditions to put forth their best efforts. Notable successes include two “triple 
victories”: Sahna Sabbakhan won the 200, 400 and 800 meter events; and Aaron Hansford won the 100, 200 
and 400 meter events. Will Oakley won gold in the 1600 and 800 meter runs; Kristina Colevas is the girls 1600 
meter champion; Deloniel McCombs dominated the triple jump; and Nick Neptune and Bruce Hudson went 
one-two in the hurdles (we think that was the order but they were in different heats so we’ll await the full 
results). 
     We will post complete results on the Track Board when they become available. Within a few days, complete 
results will appear on www.coacho.com, so you can see for yourself what a fine bunch of athletes have 
represented our school.  
     Third Graders: Cross country practice will begin just about the beginning of school. We’ll need your help, 
so do some running this summer and come out and give it a try! 
 
FROM THE MUSIC & BAND ROOM – Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher 
It's hard to believe this is the last of school year 2008-2009 and we are saying goodbye to so many students and 
friends this year. I hope everyone who is moving on from Lafayette will continue to involve themselves in the 
musical activities of their new school community. We will certainly miss you next year. 
     Next year's 4th & 5th Graders have the opportunity to continue their musical education by learning a band 
instrument or joining percussion ensemble. Band and Percussion groups meet twice per week during the lunch 
and recess hour and anyone can join, no musical expertise required. If you are interested in finding out more 
about these excellent opportunities, please check out the attached form that will fill you in on many of the 
details. I hope to see many of you at our first band/percussion meeting during the second week of school in the 
fall. 
     This year's band members should take their instruments home this week. Instruments should not be left here 
over the summer. Our school is used for many activities and I cannot vouch for the safety of your equipment 
should you choose to leave it here all summer. Besides, you should be practicing!!!! 
     Hope you and I both have a nice relaxing summer. See you in the Fall! 
 
LAFAYETTE ARTS NIGHT 2009 DVDS ARE READY! 
The Arts Night 2009 DVDs are now ready. You can get a DVD of the entire program (2 hours) or for each of 
the acts. Act 1 includes the bands and percussion ensemble. Act 2 includes the songs by the 1st and 2nd graders. 
Act 3 includes the poetry, music and dance by the 3rd graders and 4th graders. Act 4 includes all the great 
bands, songs, dances and piano performances of the 5th and 6th grades.   
     They will be available for sale in the Great Hall on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday before and after school 
or you can send in the attached form and I can deliver them to you. I also have some DVDs of Arts Night 2008 
if you didn’t get one of those last year.  
     For 6th grade parents, you can also get the African Ensemble DVD or the Once On This Island if you 
haven’t ordered one or want extra copies for Fathers’ Day or family members. 
     If you can’t get to the Great Hall, feel free to contact Paul Rosenbaum by phone at 202-441-0925 or by e-
mail at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
If you spend a little time at Lafayette at this time of year you can see that we are ready for some big changes. 
Our kindergarten children no longer like to be paired up as they walk through the halls. They want to walk in 
one long line like the big boys and girls do. The parents of our rising first grade students met with the first grade 
teachers last Thursday to hear about a whole new set of expectations for their children. In second grade, we now 
think we are big enough to solve our own playground disputes so in the fall Ms. Ryden’s conflict resolution 
class will be ready and waiting to pass along some much needed skills. The third grade is getting a little moody 
while the fourth grade is starting to act a little goofy. And the big kids are just plain ready to GO. The same 
changes that have occurred each of the years I have been at Lafayette.   
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     So we are getting ready to say our goodbyes. The PK children were on stage showing everyone just how 
much they have grown and learned this year. The sixth grade has their promotion ceremony on Wednesday with 
the fifth grade on Friday. What a lot of promotion ceremonies to plan and prepare. Class parties and picnics are 
going on in the park, even with the new requirement of having to have a permit in place. With the help of some 
former students who are now in high school, computers are being prepared for storage and lines of students 
head to the book room with no longer needed textbooks. It takes a lot to get Lafayette ready for the summer. 
Most of this week is spent doing a lot of that work. 
     This is my final chance of the year to thank so many people for their support and assistance. You wouldn’t 
be even reading this if it weren’t for the Tuesday Bulletin editors who get this document ready for mailing each 
week. Almost 40 times each school year you get one of the most comprehensive school newsletters in the 
Washington area. Miss one? No need to worry. Under Jenny Murray’s direction, the new Lafayette website is 
up and running with all the past year’s Tuesday Bulletins posted for your review. Want to know about our 
student newspapers, the Bear Facts and the Sports X-treme? They’re on the website, too along with a wealth of 
other information about our school and its programs. John Katz is leaving Lafayette this year after two years as 
the Home and School Association president. This school would be very different without the support of so 
many parent volunteers. Hundreds of you and I mean hundreds contribute in so many ways to the school. From 
art room helpers, to field trip chaperones, to typists and Writing Workshop editors, everyday parents are a part 
of the student life at Lafayette. You keep us on our toes in ways DCPS central office could never understand. 
     Thank you for sharing your children with us allowing us to do what we love. Teaching has become a data 
driven world. Over and over this year I have been in meetings where data has been discussed.  Collect data on 
attendance, test scores, number of parents attending conferences, students receiving free and reduced lunches, 
membership reports. Hardly a week goes by without another request for data. We have become very good at 
using that data to make decisions about instruction at Lafayette. But behind all that data are not students.  
Behind that data are children. Very small and immature children who are trying to figure out how this world 
works. Messy and unpredictable children. Children who can make us so proud one day and so disappointed the 
next. Reading and writing and math are the easy things about school. We have the data to show Lafayette 
students excel in these areas. But school is also about learning to get along with others, to take turns, to wait, to 
not getting your own way all the time. And this is hard work that takes time. We need to be sure to give our 
children that time to master these skills too and forgive them when they mess up.  How do you put this into 
data? 
     You are not done hearing from us quite yet.  In the next few weeks you will be receiving the summer reading 
list along with the school supply lists for each grade level.  Each grade has a page in the summer reading guide 
with a required book for the older grades and summer activities. There are also a lot of suggestions for other 
reading that can be done.  The supply lists consist of fairly routine items. These will be sent using the Tuesday 
Bulletin addresses. Class assignments are mailed the week of August 17th. My children’s elementary school 
posted the class assignments on the front door of the school the Friday evening before school started.  Everyone 
went up to the school and had a fun time reconnecting with people looking at those lists over the weekend. I’ve 
been tempted to do this at Lafayette, too. So please do not e-mail me pleading you will be gone that week and 
can’t get the mail or any of the multitude of other reasons you give for wanting to know early. If you show up 
on the first day of school without a teacher name, we will have it.   
     So have a great summer. The change of pace will be welcomed I am sure. I still get to see many of your 
children as they arrive to catch the various camp buses. I’ve been hearing about some wonderful vacations or 
trips to beach house and mountain cabins. I have no idea what I will be doing yet this summer except taking 
classes for recertification. But what always seems like a long time to rest and relax and the beginning of the 
summer has a habit of just flying by. Just like this school year did. So while the rest of the world is concerned 
with global warming, I’m much more worried about time acceleration. Enjoy these few weeks off. If you blink 
you will miss them. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Found: a youth bicycle was found in May in an alley near Lafayette. If you are missing a bicycle, please 
send a description of it to ganote@alumni.cmu.edu and include a phone number where we can reach you.  
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*Summer sports camp. HoopEd still has space available in all its summer camps including the brand new All-
Sports Camps taking place at Lafayette ES. All camps are for boys and girls ages 6 to 13 and run throughout the 
summer. For more information and to register online, go to www.hoopeducation.com. 
 
 
 
 

Lafayette Foreign Language Program 
 

Parent Survey 
 
 

1. Currently the program is offered to children in grades 2-6. Do you believe the program should be open 
to 1st graders?            Yes,  No 
 

2. Currently, the program is offered two mornings per week for 30 minutes each day.  Do you believe the 
program should be offered three mornings per week?         Yes,  No 

 
3. If you answered, “yes,” would you be willing to pay $475 per child for the class, (approximately $6 per 

class)? The current cost of the class is $325 per child.         Yes,  No 
 

4. If you answered, “yes,” to question #2, what three mornings would you prefer? 
(Please circle) Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   

 
5. Although the French class was phased out, if it were offered again would your child be interested in 

taking French instead of Spanish?    Yes,  No  
 

6. The Foreign Language Program tries to offer need-based scholarships to as many children as possible 
within the budget.  Would your child be applying for a scholarship?  

            Yes,  No 
 

7. Do you know of Spanish teachers who may be interested in teaching in the Language program next fall?  
If so, please include their name and contact information. 

 
 

8. Please add any other ideas/suggestions you think would be helpful to us as we shape the program for 
next fall.    Thank you! 

 
 
Please mail or e-mail to: 
 
Julie Stewart 
3600 Patterson Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20015 
ulietulip@yahoo.com 
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