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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
June 22 (Tuesday) – Last day of school (regular dismissal) 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Goings…and Comings... (see page 2 )  
 
THE LAFAYETTE CLASS OF 2010: WHERE ARE THEY HEADED? (see page 4) 
 

FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
As I am sure you have probably heard we held our last HSA General meeting this past Thursday evening. Much 
was accomplished and celebrated. Kate Mazza, one of the HSA treasurers, presented the proposed 2010-2011, 
virtually line by line to all attendees. Parents asked provocative and insightful questions about specific expenses 
or sources of income and Kate addressed each query with patience and precision. The budget was passed 
unanimously thanks to Kate’s and many other supporting professionals/volunteers hard work. 

As we explained in our last TB column, this was the meeting in which we would also present the Marquis 
de Lafayette Awards. These awards, given to individuals for outstanding service to Lafayette, were presented to 
Marion Bright, Michelle Dolge, Dr. Calvin French, Raissa Kushnir, Jenny Murray, Margaret Quinn, Linda 
Ryden and Rebecca Stump. Look for details about the incredible contributions of these individuals on the 
Lafayette website. These individuals have brightened the face of Lafayette and made our community a better 
place. 

Many parents have inquired about the extended school-year calendar. Officially, due to the number of 
missed school days this past winter, DCPS are open through June 22. We understand that many families 
planned vacations and summer camp prior to knowing about the extended school year. Of course, school 
officials will not tell you or advise you not to attend school next week. Suffice it to say that teaches are working 
diligently to have report cards prepared for distribution this Friday. If your family has made plans which 
prohibit your children from attending school on Monday and Tuesday, June 21 and 22, please enjoy and do not 
worry. 

As this is my last official column as Co-president, I want to thank you all for this opportunity. I have learned 
a lot from this experience and I can tell you that even after twenty years of having children at Lafayette 
Elementary School, I continue to treasure our school. My youngest child, Mei will be in 5th grade next year; so 
one more year. Again thank you and have a healthy and happy summer! 
 

BREAKING NEWS:  NEXT YEAR’S LAFAYETTE FAMILY DIRECTORY 
As you know, the Lafayette Family Directory is an invaluable resource that lists important school policies and 
contact information as well as class lists, student addresses, telephone numbers, and parent email addresses. As 
veteran members of our community know, the directory is checked many times each week when arranging play-
dates, contacting room parents, scheduling volunteer activities, finding babysitters, and the like. 

For your convenience, we will be gathering family data electronically for the first time. Returning families 
will only need to verify or update the information that is already in the system (no need to fill out that paper 
form again!). But don’t worry—we will still be producing the same high-quality print directory we’ve always 
published. Only the data collection method is changing (important note: this electronic information will not be 
shared or used in any other way). Please watch your summer mailing packet and email in August for 
instructions on how to log in and update/verify your family’s data. 

We’d also like to invite families and area merchants to purchase advertising space in the directory. It is a 
great way to show your support for the school, and your ad will be at the fingertips of all our families 



throughout the school year. Mike Schoen and his team from School Directorease will be helping us next year 
with the ad sales and printing of our directory. Full page, half page, and classified advertising opportunities are 
available, along with premium spots (inside covers, tabs, etc).  If you are interested in a premium spot, contact 
Mike immediately—they sell quickly!  . 

Contact Mike Schoen @ 301-806-4376 or mike@schooldirectorease.com to request a directory ad form or 
to obtain more information. For other questions about the directory, contact Jenny Murray at tom-
jenny@starpower.net. Thanks!!  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

One sure sign that the school year is over is watching the kindergarten children walking through the halls of 
the school. Last August they carefully lined up two by two holding their partner's hand. No more. They want to 
walk in one long line like the big kids do and hand holding is just not cool anymore. They are on their way to 
first grade and they are ready to go. Happens every year about this time.  

There are other people who will not be walking in the front of a line at Lafayette next fall. Raissa Kushnir is 
retiring after 27 years here. Instead of starting the next school year in front of a classroom, she's off to Paris in 
September. Stacie Stoffa is returning to Pittsburgh to be closer to her family. Laura Pajor has decided to be a 
stay at home mom next year and enjoy watching Isaac grow so she is taking a year of family leave. Nicole 
Bonds is investigating several other opportunities. And Rebecca Stump is on her way to West Virginia to 
become the best goat farmer the state has ever seen.   

We are hard at work interviewing for our vacancies. A new assistant principal will be coming on board as 
well as several new teachers. We will be moving other teachers around to different grade levels.  Some teachers 
will be in different classrooms. While it seems like summer is a long time there are really just five weeks this 
year for the custodians to get everything done and have the building ready for teachers in August. School may 
end next Tuesday on the official calendar but some teachers will be here until July 1 going through all their stuff 
and organizing. The building will officially reopen for classroom set-up on August 9. The summers are getting 
very short or maybe I'm just getting older and need more rest time.  

So as we say goodbye to SY 2009-2010, while there is a little sadness in looking at who will be gone, there 
is also a sense of excitement about who will be coming. I know very little about the world of work outside of 
education. Each fall for over 50 years I've been reporting back to a school somewhere to see what the new year 
will bring. That is one of the most exciting things about being in primary and secondary education and makes 
working at the local school so much more interesting than being in central administration. Each and every year I 
get another chance to reinvent myself.  Next fall 30 new classes will be meeting for the first time. Those 
teachers will also be 'reinventing' themselves as they get to meet their new students and see what they know and 
what they need to learn. The same way your children will be trying out new skills and behaviors as they 
continue to grow and develop.   

So it's time to say thank you to so many who have made and continued to make Lafayette such a special 
place. To all of you parents who do so much to make sure your children are ready each and every day to learn.  
To our volunteers who have been in art class or writer's workshop or reading after lunch and traipsing along on 
field trips. To our HSA board, especially Lisa Resch and Diana Blitz, who work so hard to make sure no needs 
are unmet at Lafayette. To the most amazing staff of teachers, aides, custodians and office managers I have met.  
There is no place else they would rather be than here at Lafayette. From 7 in the morning to well past 7 at night, 
they are always looking for new and better ways to reach each and every child in their classrooms. And finally 
to the boys and girls who come streaming in each morning with such enthusiasm for learning. We are able to do 
so many of activities that make Lafayette so special because when you ask many of them which of our 8 words 
(Be Kind, Be Safe, Be Responsible, Work Hard) are most important, they respond work hard! And we do.  
From the International Celebration in PK, to Weather All Around Us in K, to our Patriotic Celebration in Grade 
1 and the Heroes Fair in Grade 2, our primary children know how to work hard. But it doesn't stop there. We 
just step it up with the DC Theater Cafe in Grade 3, Native American Powwow and State Fair in Grade 4 and 
finally the science fair and the celebration of the Great Depression, Great Migration and Harlem Renaissance in 
Grade 5. We just like to work hard at Lafayette. 

So have a great summer. You will be hearing from us again this week with the summer reading information 
and supply lists. We'll be emailing them using this list as well as putting them on the school website. We hope 



we have heard from you and you have a completed registration packet on file. Otherwise Mrs. Bright will be 
calling you in early July.  We have 80 new Pre-Kers coming as well as about 50 other new students enrolling 
across all the other grades. Hopefully everything will go according to plan and we will have a new gym floor.  
Lots to get done and not a lot of time to do it. School year 2010-2011 is just around the corner. I can hardly 
wait. We need some new hand holders in kindergarten. Oh, let's say about 100 of them! 
  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Explore New Cultures! Host a Chinese Student July 14-28! This summer we will welcome 25 Chinese 
students (ages 14-18) to our community through the Compass USA homestay program, organized by 
Lafayette grad and ESOL teacher, Liz Falk. Compass has been connecting US families with international 
students for 31 years! Students are selected by their school to reward academic achievement. While here, 
they attend classes and field trips, with weekends free to be with their host families! Sightseeing isn't 
necessary – students always say their favorite activities were things like visiting Target and eating home-
cooked “American” food!  Participants learn about Chinese culture and build life-long friendships. A 
wonderful experience for families with children of all ages! Contact: Liz Falk (202) 321-8760  
Liz.CompassDC@gmail.com 

• Beading Workshop on June 23 from 9:30-12:30: Laurie Aladjem and Susan Kay will teach your 
budding beader all they need to know to make beautiful beaded jewelry. We will supply snacks and all 
materials including beads, crimps, clasps, etc. Each child will make at least one necklace and bracelet.  
Cost for morning session is $35. Location TBA (home of Laurie or Susan). Contact Susan at (202) 364-
8069 (soogs@aol.com) or Laurie at (202) 237-1919 (lta.dc@me.com) to reserve a spot. 

• Make sure your child is ready for the next grade this fall! Lafayette Aide and recent college graduate 
available for summer tutoring or enrichment. I am qualified to work with elementary and middle school 
students in English Language Arts, math or social studies. Other areas may be available upon request. 
Anyone interested should contact me at caroline.harn@dc.gov. 

• Rental House Wanted: Lafayette family seeks a small house to rent in the neighborhood, 2010-11 
academic year or possibly 2010-12.  Please call Sarah at (202) 680-8393. Thank you. 

• House/pet sitter available: Yuri Lubran lives on Stuyvesant Place and is available this summer for 
animal, house sitting, and garden work. He is very responsible and is a senior in college who is doing a 
volunteer placement for his psychology degree and therefore is flexible in his time commitment. He can 
be contacted at thechange08@gmail.com. 

• Wonders Summer Camp Mom Looking for Carpoolers: Is your child going to Wonders day camp at 
Bethesda Elementary this summer?  We’re looking to share the driving with another family or two in the 
neighborhood. Please email or call Elizabeth at (20) 236-4907 or ewinkelman@apa.org. Thanks! 

• Wonderful Nanny available!  Lee has been with us for 7 years, since our boys were infants, even 
moving abroad to spend a year with us in England. Ideally, she’d like to work with a family looking to 
make a long-term arrangement. Lee is a Thai-born, US citizen who can drive and speaks English and has 
over 20 years of experience. I can't say enough good things about her; I routinely receive unsolicited 
compliments for the way she interacts with our kids from other Moms who see her at school or day care. 
Our boys are now older, we don't need a nanny any longer and we'd like to help Lee find a new family. 
Please call or email me with any questions. Alix Patterson, (202) 248-8775; alix.patterson@gmail.com. 

• 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom end-unit townhouse available for rent in Ocean Pines, Maryland, just 
across the Route 90 bridge from Ocean City. Two minute walk from house to Yacht Club (pool, marina 
& restaurant) and Mumfords Landing Pool (large pool and kiddie pool). Rental comes with Ocean Pines 
Beach Club parking pass, as well as use of bikes and beach equipment kept at the house. House includes 
baby crib, stroller, booster seat, children's toys and a large selection of beach novels.  Contact Lafayette 
parent Dennis Smyth at dmsmyth@verizon.net for more info and pictures.   

   

This is the last issue of the Tuesday Bulletin for the 2009-2010 school year. Thank you for subscribing. To 

access archived past editions of the Tuesday Bulletin, please visit www.lafayettehsa.org. 

 
 



The Lafayette Class of 2010: Where They’re Headed 
 

Alice Deal Middle School 
Julia Agostino 
Coleman Ayers 
Amir Barnett 
Caleigh Bartash 
Ismail Ben Ali 
Stephen Berg 
Joe Bloom 
Ross Brandon 
Eva Brickman 
Irra Cafino 
Jonas Clarke 
Tyki Coston 
Gabrielle Crawford 
Jadyn Dixon 
Emily Durr 
Michael Foose 
Juliette Fratto 
Cameron Gadson 
Danny Geen 
Tom Giagtzoglou 
Alexei Girdis 
Cameron Goode 
Geoffrey Micah Haggray 
Ezona Haile 
Anton Haines 
Christopher Hamman 
Kayla Howard 
Joey Horvath 
Chad Hoyte Hayes 
Bruce Hudson 
Carl Johnson 
Alex Joyce-Johnson 
Amanda Kartano 
Kevin-Michael Kearns 
Lionel Kearse 
Viren Kiridena 
Jack Kurtz 
Ellie Melick 
Jonah Merriam 
Abyan Nery 
Luke Nogueira 
Charlotte Oakley 
Elizabeth O’Brien 

Johanna Pereyra 
Jordan Phillips 
Nicholas Pomper 
Alexandra Radifera 
Nathalie Reinstein 
Jacob Riegel 
Biscuit Roessner-Lopez 
Maxine Rubin 
Nils Schofer 
Joe Spaeth 
Mason Strazzella 
Fiona Suggs 
Jammi Sydnor 
Kelila Weiner 
Jordyn Wright 
Ava Zechiel 
 

Edmund Burke School  
Claire Kulawiec 
Henry Shaughnessy 
 

Blessed Sacrament School 
Maisy Dombo 
 
Georgetown Day School 
Deuce Ausbrooks 
 

Washington Episcopal School 
Jack Szulc-Donnell 
 

North Bethesda Middle School 
Eric Meade 
 

Bernardsville MS, Bernardsville, NJ 
Nick Neptune 
 

École Active Bilingue Jeanne Manuel 
Paris, France 
William Shamma 
 

Madrid, Spain 
Alba De La Cruz 
 

Undecided 
Emily Kaperst 
 


