
Tuesday Bulletin 
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association 
Lafayette Elementary School  Washington, DC 

August 25, 2009 www.lafayettehsa.org     Jennifer Lanoff, editor 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 2 (Wednesday) – New Parent Reception, 6:00 p.m., Back to School Night, 7:00 p.m. 
September 5 (Saturday) – Lafayette Party on the Avenue at Señor Pepper, 7:30 p.m. 
September 7 (Monday) – Labor Day, NO SCHOOL 
September 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
September 18 (Friday) – Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
September 24 (Thursday) – HSA General Meeting – Special Guest Speaker Deborah Roffman, 7:00 p.m. 
October 8 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Back to school… (see page 3) 

 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
Welcome to the 2009-2010 Lafayette school year!  

The start of another school year is always hectic and can be emotional for many of you sending your 
children to school for the first time.  We hope that you will reach out to the HSA to help you through this 
process.  Remember to check the HSA website (www.lafayettehsa.com) for continuous updates and to learn 
more about Lafayette.  There is so much happening for parents in the upcoming weeks: Back to School Night 
on September 2nd, Senor Pepper’s “Night Out on the Avenue” on September 5th, and a special guest speaker, 
Deborah Roffman (www.sexandsensibility.net ), on September 24th.  We will provide much more information 
about these events, but for now find a babysitter for these evenings.  
       Please promptly fill out your directory forms so that can we meet the tight printing deadline and deliver the 
directory to you as soon as possible.  Forms need to be in by September 18th.  Also, please join the HSA to help 
fund the many Lafayette projects throughout the year. Your support is vital to the success of our school. 
 

 

 
LAFAYETTE DIRECTORY AND FORMS 

·   Please complete and return your blue Directory form & yellow Dues form right away.  The deadline 
is September 18th – but the earlier the better.  The forms are in the packet you should have recently 
received in the mail.  We need these forms as soon as possible to make sure that you don’t miss out 
on important school communications. 

·   We urgently need your e-mail addresses for the Tuesday Bulletin.  The Bulletin will only be 

distributed on paper for a few more weeks.  After that, it will be sent by e-mail.  Electronic 

delivery saves the HSA hundreds of dollars a week in printing costs.  (A limited number of 

printed copies will be available in the Great Hall every Tuesday).   

·   Return forms in the return envelope to the specially-marked box on top of HSA filing cabinet in the 
Great Hall or mail/drop off to: Chris Berg, LHSA Dues and Directory, 3327 Quesada St. N.W., 
Washington D.C. 20015. 
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ROOM PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
If you are interested in becoming a room parent, please email Sue Wright at wrightsj@erols.com by Tuesday, 
August 25th.  We need to know who the room parents are well before Back to School Night so the teachers can 
meet with the parents and get them up to date.  Thank you! 
 
FROM THE TUESDAY BULLETIN EDITORS 
The Tuesday Bulletin is looking for another editor to compile Lafayette’s weekly school newsletter.  This 
volunteer position requires several hours of work, once every five weeks. If you have had some experience 
editing, proofreading, and writing, and think this might be something you’d like to do, please contact Zelda 
Caldwell at zeldacaldwell@earthlink.net. 
 
MENTORS FOR NEW LAFAYETTE FAMILIES 
We are seeking Lafayette parents to serve as mentors for families new to the school.  If you would like to share 
your experience and knowledge with a new family, please volunteer to be a mentor.  We will assign you a 
family during the first weeks of school.  If you’re interested, email Amy Murphy, HSA’s Outreach Coordinator, 
at baxmurph@mac.com as soon as possible. 

If your family is new to Lafayette in grades 1 through 5, and you would like to be assigned a New Family 
Mentor, please email Amy Murphy at baxmurph@mac.com as soon as possible.  Please include your child’s 
name, grade, and teacher as well as your phone number. 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM SIGN-UP 
Don’t forget to sign up for Spanish classes with the Lafayette Foreign Language Program (grades 1 through 5 
only) by Friday, September 11th.  Beginning in October, classes will meet before school – Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday – and cost $475 per year.  Some scholarships may be available.  Applications were included in 
the HSA packet mailed to your home before school started, but if you need a new application, please use the 
attachment below or check the magazine rack in the Great Hall.  You may also contact the program 
coordinators: Julie Stewart at ulietulip@yahoo.com or (202) 363-3193, and Claudia Tassara Radifera at 
chilemio@starpower.net. 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY, Judith McIntosh, Librarian 
Welcome back students!!  The library is open for business.  All students visit the library every other week with 
their classes but students are also welcome before school and after school with or without a parent to return or 
check out books.  There are many new books are display and currently we are featuring classic books for 
students. If you are new here at Lafayette, I would love to meet you and show you around our amazing library.  

We also have the Accelerated Reading program here at Lafayette Elementary.  The Accelerated Reader 
program is open and available to all Lafayette readers in grades 1 through 6.  Students continue to learn in the 
lower grades about the program.  In grades 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, we read a book at the library and take a practice 
quiz together. Every student gets a chance to complete one quiz with the class during library time.  Every 
student in first and second grades will get an opportunity to do this during a library visit.  New students in the 
upper grades will also get a chance to complete a quiz with their class. An Accelerated Reading comprehension 
reading quiz should be taken as soon as possible after finishing a book. Otherwise details, characters, and 
sequence of events can become very fuzzy.  

We have Accelerated Reader quizzes on fiction and nonfiction books. Also, the book does not have to 
come from the Lafayette library.  Just about any book found at home, bookstore, or your local library will have 
an Accelerated Reader quiz that a student may take; this includes the “Step Into Reading” books, picture books, 
and other early reading books. However, these easier books usually have a .5 point value.  So you can see that a 
student in a lower grade really works hard for his or her points. 

Quizzes can be taken on classroom computers at the teacher’s discretion, in the library with Ms. McIntosh 
before and after school, during library visits, or during DEAR time. Quizzes can also be taken with Ms. Echave.  
If you would like to know more about the program or take a quiz with your child, please feel free to drop by the 
library before or after school.  I  would be happy to personally walk you and your child through the process of 
taking a quiz.  I am looking forward to a great year with all the returning and new students. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  We are so excited to see all of you again and get back into doing what 
we love, teaching your children.   

There have been some changes this year.  Our 6th graders are gone, off to middle school and from early 
reports very excited about what their new year will bring.  That means the top dogs are now our 5th graders who 
seem excited about their new position in the pecking order.  We added twenty new spaces for pre-kindergarten 
and now have a Lime Base.  First grade took an unexpected growth spurt and so we added our fifth class there.  
Every other grade in the school is a little larger than last spring, too.  The DCPS projection for Lafayette this 
fall was 582 students.  In the back of my mind I was thinking around 600.  Little did I expect over 625.   

The building was under construction the entire summer.  Every wing in the old part of the school has new 
tile floors, replacing our 30+ years old carpeting.  For those of you who have older homes (just about everyone 
at Lafayette I think) you know that everything takes twice as long as expected and the best plans are constantly 
being adjusted as the job progresses.  This old school was no different.  There were many meetings about floor 
joints, finishes, and metal trim.  But finally last weekend the floors were done and we could start to set up the 
desks and chairs for this fall.  We are still waiting for large area rugs for each of the classrooms to arrive this 
week to help with sound control.   Hopefully they will be in place by Back to School Night.  Early childhood as 
well as other parts of the building had some paint refreshed.  Several new display boards were hung, all the 
better to showcase more student work.  Next to happen is the repair and repainting of all the wooden fascia 
boards, gutter columns, and other trim. 

The biggest miracle of the summer was the improvement in the DCPS procurement process.  For the first 
time since I have been at Lafayette, I will not be spending most of the month of September chasing down 
supply orders that had not been received over the summer.  We needed new desks and we got them.  When we 
realized we had a bumper crop of six year olds we had to order twenty-five smaller chairs.  They were here in 
less than a week.  Our supply closet looks great.  We have almost all of our textbooks and workbooks with just 
a minor amount of equalizing to go.  So there is a significant change in this area of school support. 

We have been busy looking at this year’s calendar and have started to pencil in our traditional events.  A 
full schedule of “informances” is planned as well as Arts Night and Field Day.  There will be a Halloween 
parade and our winter and Valentine’s Day parties.  The monthly early childhood birthday celebrations are on 
the way.  This Friday will be our first Blue and Yellow Day (wear something to school blue or yellow, our 
school colors).  Get ready.  We’re celebrating the Start of School.  A busy time for you, a busy time for us.  The 
most wonderful time of the year.   

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*  Travel Soccer?  Washington Soccer Club’s U10 United Blue travel soccer team will be holding tryouts for 
two open slots for the upcoming season on August 29th and 30th, at 11-1 p.m., at the Palisades Soccer Field at 
5200 Sherier Place.  The team practices twice a week, trains ten months a year, and is coached by D.C. native 
Jason Gross.  The team has 12 players, with two open slots, and is played very competitively.  One of the two 
remaining slots can be for a player “playing up.”  Interested families should register for a tryout slot by emailing 
the team’s manager with contact information, birth date, and brief player history at srosenberg@ndn.org.  It is 
strongly recommended that interested players attend both sessions.  Costs run about $1,500-$1,800 a year, 
though allowances can be made for those requiring a little bit of help meeting the costs.  For more information 
about the team, visit www.wscunitedblue.org or call Amy Murphy at (202) 362-3688, and for more on the 
Washington Soccer Club visit its website, www.washingtonsoccerclub.org. 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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LAFAYETTE HSA  

PARTY ON THE AVENUE 

 

Señor Pepper 

5507 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Saturday, September 5th 

 

Fiesta at 7:30 p.m. - Specially Priced Margaritas, Beer 

 Half-Price Appetizers 

 

At 9:30 p.m. kick off the new school year with live 

music performed by the rock band, PRINCESS. 

 

"PRINCESS is the pride of Chevy Chase, D.C. and with 

good reason.  When these youthful upstarts take the 

stage, a peaceful hamlet is transformed into a North 

American Safari of Sound." - Phil Spector (Prior to 

incarceration) 

 

"PRINCESS is a blast, a great sound with a surprising 

and fun playlist." - President Barack Obama  

 

Donation:  $15 per person/$25 per couple 

 

100% of your donation will go to the Lafayette HSA.  
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Spanish Language Class Application 
1

st
 – 5

th
 graders 

October 6, 2009 – April 29, 2010 
 

Please return completed applications to the Foreign Language Drawer in the Great Hall 

with a check for $475 per student.  Applications are due September 11th. 

PLEASE COMPLETE FRONT AND BACK PAGE FOR EACH CHILD: 

First Student’s Name _______________________________________________________  

Grade _____  Teacher ______________________________________________________ 

Language teacher at Lafayette last year_________________________________________ 

Describe language experience________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Parent contact _____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone __________________________   Cell Phone _________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if this is a scholarship applicant _____  (no tuition check due now) 

Second Student’s Name  ____________________________________________________  

Grade  _____  Teacher ______________________________________________________ 

Language teacher at Lafayette last year_________________________________________ 

Describe language experience________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Parent contact _____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone __________________________   Cell Phone _________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if this is a scholarship applicant _____  (no tuition check due now) 
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Lafayette Foreign Language Program coordinators: 
Julie Stewart, 202-363-3193, ulietulip@yahoo.com 

Claudia Radifera, 202-966-6264, chilemio@starpower.net  

 

Lafayette Foreign Language Program Policies 

Enrollment priority will be given to students who participated in and completed the language program last year, and 

their siblings. Maximum enrollment for each class is 12 students.  Students who do not get into a class will be placed on 

a waiting list and tuition checks will be returned. 

Good attendance is essential to a successful program for your child and the other students in the class. Due to the 

limited size of the program, we will follow a strict attendance policy.  Absences will require a note from home to the 

teacher when the student returns. Two unexcused absences, or three tardy arrivals, in a semester will result in dismissal 

from the class.  

Similarly, dismissal is possible if a student displays disruptive behavior that impedes the learning of others, as 

determined by the teacher and the program coordinators. If dismissal is necessary, tuition will be pro-rated and 

reimbursed only during the first semester, and only if another student joins the class. 

I have read and accept the foreign language program policies: 

Name__________________________________________________________ 

Signature_______________________________________________________Date________________________ 

 

Lafayette Foreign Language Program Policies 

Enrollment priority will be given to students who participated in and completed the language program last year, and 

their siblings. Maximum enrollment for each class is 12 students.  Students who do not get into a class will be placed on 

a waiting list and tuition checks will be returned. 

Good attendance is essential to a successful program for your child and the other students in the class. Due to the 

limited size of the program, we will follow a strict attendance policy. Absences will require a note from home to the 

teacher when the student returns. Two unexcused absences, or three tardy arrivals, in a semester will result in dismissal 

from the class.  

Similarly, dismissal is possible if a student displays disruptive behavior that impedes the learning of others, as 

determined by the teacher and the program coordinators. If dismissal is necessary, tuition will be pro-rated and 

reimbursed only during the first semester, and only if another student joins the class. 

I have read and accept the foreign language program policies: 

Name__________________________________________________________ 

Signature_______________________________________________________Date_______________________ 


