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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
September 18 (Friday) — Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
September 24 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, Special Guest Speaker Deborah Roffman, 7 p.m. 
October 8 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 (Monday) — Columbus Day, NO SCHOOL 
October 24 (Saturday) — Lafayette Fall Halloween Block Party, 3 p.m. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL — New look at Lafayette . . . (see page 3) 

 

FROM THE HSA — Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents 

Laura Scalzo has done it again. “Night on the Avenue” was a huge success! Parents generously donated over 
$1,350 and packed Señor Pepper’s with laughter, singing and dancing. The Lafayette masked dads’ band, 
PRINCESS, rocked the house and even managed to dwarf the cheers from the bar patrons watching USA beat 
El Salvador. In case you would like autographs, the band members include Peter Willsey, Hunter Bennett, Louis 
Smith and Vinny Badolato. 
      As we are sure you have noticed, Lafayette is in dire need of fresh paint and as we are sure you have also 
noticed, the workers and their equipment have arrived. This project, expected to last about six weeks, will occur 
from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. each day and on the weekends. If your child is scheduled to stay after school for LAP, 
tutoring, or any other meetings, please be aware of the best places to enter and exit the building in the 
afternoons. If a particular entrance is blocked, there is always another available. Also, on weekends, many older 
students enjoy the Lafayette grounds independently. Please speak with your children and advise them about the 
safe areas to play. 
      Remember to secure a babysitter for 7 p.m., September 24, to hear Deborah Roffman, a national presenter 
and author, speak to us about sexuality education, an often daunting topic for many parents and teachers. We 
can promise it will be an evening well worth your time. If you would like more information, visit her website at 
www.sexandsensibility.net or use the link in our own www.lafayettehsa.org. 
 
!!

 
DUES AND DIRECTORY FORMS NEEDED 

     For those of you who have not submitted your yellow Dues & Contribution form, please take the time and do 
so now. If you have lost your form, you can find hard copies in the brochure kiosk in the Great Hall, or send an 
e-mail to Pam Gregory at PamGregory@starpower.net, and she will send you a copy of the form. For those 
families who have already submitted their forms, thank you. 

     This is the last week that the Tuesday Bulletin will be distributed in paper form. If you have not submitted 
your blue Family Directory form and provided your e-mail address, you will not receive the Tuesday Bulletin 
next week. Whether or not you were in the directory last year, you still need to submit a Family Directory 
form,as the form grants us permission to publish your information and distribute it to Lafayette families. 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE  

LAFAYETTE FALL HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH 

Mark your calendars! The annual Lafayette Fall Halloween Block Party will be held on 

Saturday, October 24 from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

Crafts, bake sale, games, moon bounce and more! 

Movie time at 5:30 p.m. 

Room parents will be asking for parent volunteers soon. Details to follow. 

 
FROM THE MUSIC ROOM — Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher 
Parents of third-graders: Recorder Karate started the first day of school this year, with students learning how to 
hold and blow into the instruments on the first day of music class. We will start testing for belts in another week 
and I would love for all of our third-graders to have recorders at home to practice between music classes. 
Students also need an individual recorder to proudly display each belt as it is earned. 
     First- and fourth-graders are already hard at work putting together the year’s first Informance, which will be 
taking place in November. Fifth-graders will use their guitar skills to start writing coded-message songs soon, 
and second-graders are getting started playing the Orff instruments this week. 
 
FROM THE BAND ROOM — Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher 
Band officially started last week! It’s always an exciting time of year when I get to see which students will take 
up band for the first time and which returning students had summer lessons, or participated in the Youth 
Orchestra. This year, both Beginning Band and Advanced Band look very promising. I'm thrilled to say we had 
about 25 new fourth-graders attend our meetings last week and start signing up, and nearly all of our fifth-grade 
band members returned to continue in Advanced Band. I am still looking for one or two responsible fourth- or 
fifth-grade piano players who would like to become percussionists in Advanced Band. 
     Anyone who is still interested in joining Beginning Band should start coming to class. Beginning Band 
classes will be held every Monday and Wednesday from 12:00 to 12:30 p.m. No one in Beginning Band needs 
an instrument until the week of September 28, so there is still plenty of time to join up. This week and next 
week will be for trying out all the different mouthpieces, making final decisions on which instrument to play, 
and then caring for the equipment. Please see below for a list of recommended places to buy or rent instruments. 
A lot of these stores have very reasonable rates for rentals if you’re unsure about buying. As always, feel free to 
stop by the music room if you have any questions! 
     Recommended places to buy or rent band instruments: 

• Middle C Music, located one block north of the Tenleytown Metro:   
202-244-7326 or middlecmusic.com 

• L&L Music Windshop, Inc. in Gaithersburg, MD:   
301-948-7273 

• Dale Music Co., 8240 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, MD: 
301-589-1459 or (800) 779-6874 
dalemusic.com 
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• Washington Music Center in Wheaton, MD:   wmcworld.com 
• Woodwind and Brasswind:  wwbw.com 
• Interstate Music:  interstatemusic.com 

 
*Students will need a copy of the red Standard of Excellence book for their instrument. Saxes & clarinets need 
at least two good reeds in their cases at all times; trumpets, baritones and French horns need valve oil. 
Trombones need slide oil or a small spray bottle of water. 
 

THE RETURN OF LAFAYETTE'S INTERNATIONAL CLUB —Erika Pereira, ELL Teacher 

After a short hiatus, the International Club is returning to Lafayette. The club will meet two Fridays every 

month during lunch time. Students will be engaging in a hands-on exploration of various countries from all 

parts of the world. We will be partnering with Meridian International Center for the use of “Culture Boxes” and 

visits by special presenters. I would love to provide the club members with small snacks from the country or 

region we are learning about, so if you enjoy cooking global cuisine, please let me know. Our first region of 

focus will be Latin America, in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month. We will meet this Friday, September 11, 

from 12 to 1 p.m.  

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

It was so nice seeing so many of you last week at Back to School Night. The cafeteria was certainly packed and 
it seemed like it took a while for everyone to get up and down the staircases. I know you enjoyed seeing where 
your children spend their days now that school is back in session. But did you notice all the other changes grand 
old Lafayette underwent last summer and will be undergoing this fall? 
     Last June, all the 40-year-old carpeting in the old wings of the building was torn up and removed. Most of it 
was being held together by duct tape and was so threadbare that Mr. Young was afraid to use the carpet 
shampoo machines on it for fear it would just disintegrate. At one time there were oak floors in the classrooms 
at Lafayette, but that level was also in sad disrepair. The surprise was the old terrazzo flooring that went down 
the center of the wings. So the decision was made to tile over the old wood floors and try to clean and polish the 
terrazzo. Like all remodeling jobs, we ran into several snags. 
     The floors weren’t very level so new sub-flooring was laid. There were places where we needed to connect 
the two slightly off kilter floors. The terrazzo floors were going to be about 3/4 of an inch lower than the tiled 
ones. And after the carpeting was removed we found out that it did serve at least some purpose as a sound 
dampener. Work went on all summer. In fact on the day the teachers reported to work, not one wing was ready 
for them to start classroom set-up. But finally tile was in, metal edging was done, wax went on and school 
opened. 
     This past week has been the carpet week. We needed some sound control and the decision was made to have 
an area rug in each classroom. While some of those were in place last Wednesday, all installation was finished 
on Thursday and Friday. So instead of a sea of beige tile, we now have navy rugs centering each classroom and 
letting students comfortably sit on the floor. Teachers can choose if they want a rug or not. But first reports are 
good. 
     In the early childhood wing some painting went on and now most of the classrooms have a swath of color on 
the walls corresponding to the class name. We still need to get some lime paint for Mrs. Martinez’s space but 
more orange went up further down in the wing with the movement of Mrs. Haigler’s room. Other areas of the 
building got new coats of blue and yellow as we try to constantly keep the interior looking clean and inviting.  
     Now the work has moved outside. For the next few weeks, the wooden trim on the building will be scraped, 
primed, repaired and repainted. All the doors will get a new coat of colonial blue. In the back of the school the 
cafeteria overhang will get repaired and freshened up. The same contractor who worked on the window 
installation a few years ago is managing this job and is very conscious of making sure that the children are safe 
while working around a school. Most work will be taking place between 4 and 8 p.m., so there may be days 
when the front doors are locked after school if it may be dangerous to exit that way. But we will have the door 
by the trailers open at those times as an alternative.   
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    Later on this month work will begin on the pre-k playground and there may be some new additions to other 
play areas too. We are hoping to hear something about our gym floor. And now maybe it will be time to look at 
the front office. For the past few summers, when I pushed for new carpeting in the school I was always told 
“no” for the classrooms, but maybe some carpeting could be found for the office. And each time I declined. I 
was not getting new carpeting before the classrooms got theirs. But Mrs. Bright, Ms. Walker and I are getting 
tired of that faded red and our duct tape, too. It’s a lot of work keeping up an older school like Lafayette. 
Repairs are needed on an almost daily basis. But doesn’t it look nice around here? We love our school, quirks 
and all. Your children do too. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* New girls’ soccer team. Stoddert is creating a new all-girls’ soccer team in the GU9 division and is looking 
for 8-year-old girls who are interested in playing. Stoddert Open Division soccer is very low key, and stresses 
fun for all as its first priority. Games will be at Hamilton Field, one of the better locations for Stoddert and 
recently renovated. Games are on Saturdays with start times from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and practices will be one 
afternoon a week, TBD. Please e-mail Walt Tunnessen at wtunnessen@verizon.net if interested in learning 
more. 
*Children’s chorus auditions for 2009 Christmas Revels. Eight performances on December 5-6 and 11-13 at 
GW’s Lisner Auditorium. Auditions for children in grades 3-5 to be held September 11-12. See 
http://revelsdc.org/auditions.html for more details.  
*The Wednesday Morning Group. Founded over 40 years ago in Bethesda, the Wednesday Morning Group is 
a unique lecture series that meets every week to listen to lectures covering an array of topics including current 
events, literature, art, education, child-rearing, fashion and social issues. Past speakers have included national 
and local news personalities, authors, politicians, scientists and policymakers (Eleanor Clift, Gene Weingarten, 
Judith Viorst to name a few). Please see their website for more info about the group and how to join: 
www.wmgroup.org. Prospective members can visit as a guest for a $5 fee, and use the childcare for $5/child. 
The first lecture will be on Wednesday, September 16. Please come and check it out – you won’t be 
disappointed! Contact Lafayette mom, Gayle Moseley with any questions, gaylemoseley@starpower.net. 
*After-school classes by HoopEd are back at Lafayette. We are offering After-School Basketball as well as 
the new After-School Sports and Games. Basketball for K-2nd graders will meet on Tuesdays and 3rd-5th 
graders will meet on Thursdays. Sports and Games for 2nd-5th graders will meet on Wednesdays. All classes 
start the week of September 28. To register, see the home page of the website at www.hoopeducation.com. For 
questions contact HoopEd Director Jonathan Scribner at jonathan@hoopeducation.com or call him at  431-
9780.  
*Wonderful babysitter available. Our after-school sitter is looking for extra hours any time between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. She speaks fluent French and English and has her own car. Please call Laura for a reference at 537-
6765. 
*Halloween costumes. Sizes from 3T to 8. $5 for a full costume, $1 for an accessory. Full costumes: mummy, 
Power Ranger, Spiderman, Incredibles. Accessories: tool belt & hardhat, wizard cape & hat, police vest & hat, 
blue cape, red cape, Indian headdress, doctor smock, top hat, caveman toga & bone. For more information e-
mail vstouffer560@yahoo.com. 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.  
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