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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 18 (Friday) — Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
September 24 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, Special Guest Speaker Deborah Roffman, 7 p.m. 
October 8 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 (Monday) — Columbus Day, NO SCHOOL 
October 24 (Saturday) — Lafayette Fall Halloween Block Party, 3 p.m. 
October 29 (Thursday)—Halloween Parade and Class Parties – 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 30 (Friday)—Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
                                                                                               
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – The More Things Change… 
 
FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents 
  We can hardly believe how the painters are progressing at Lafayette—and it looks great! Your cooperation in 
giving them space as they work has allowed them to proceed efficiently and safely. If we’re lucky and the rain 
holds off, the project manager predicts they’ll be finished by the end of September. You’ve probably also 
noticed that our beloved Lafayette tile mural, near the art room entrance, is in dire need of repair. Luckily, after 
a very costly repair estimate, we were able to find a willing and capable Lafayette parent to donate his time and 
repair the mural.  

On another subject, October 16th is picture day for individual students. This year the volunteers in charge of 
this project interviewed and hired a new, local vendor, Blanton Studios (visit their website to see their work).  
Blanton comes highly recommended, and we think everyone will be pleased with the photo quality and the 
increased flexibility with retakes and on-line ordering. 

Please remember to send in your HSA dues and program support fund. Thus far, 246 (of our 480+ families) 
have paid and we are optimistic that we can achieve full participation. This year’s goal is 85% participation!  
Help us reach our goal by paying your $50 membership dues; and if the requested $345 program support is not 
possible this year, then please send whatever amount you are able. Your participation is valuable to us and helps 
support our award-winning art program and so many special projects.  And don’t forget both your membership 
dues and your program support fund donations are tax-deductible! Please contact Pam Gregory 
(PamGregory@starpower.net), HSA dues coordinator, with any questions or if you need forms.  

Lastly, don’t forget to line up your sitter for our first General HSA meeting of the year on Thursday, 
September 24th at 7 p.m.  You won’t want to miss our guest speaker, Deborah Roffman – a nationally 
recognized sexuality and family life educator.  Learn more at:  www.sexandsensibility.net 

 
DUES AND DIRECTORY FORMS NEEDED 

For those families who have already submitted their forms, thank you. 
For those of you who have not submitted your yellow Dues & Contribution form, please take the time and do so 
now. If you have lost your form, you can find hard copies in the brochure kiosk in the Great Hall, or e-mail Pam 
Gregory at PamGregory@starpower.net. Whether or not you were in the directory last year, you still need to 
submit a Family Directory form, as the form grants us permission to publish your information and distribute it 
to Lafayette families. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR THE SPRING AUCTION 
Planning is already underway for the Lafayette HSA Spring Auction, scheduled for March 20, 2010.   The 
auction is the primary fundraiser for the HSA, but it's also a great community-builder for Lafayette parents. 
There are many ways you can help make this year's auction a success. In the next months, we'll be asking for 
donations from parents.  Start thinking of what you can offer now, as we'll be taking donations EARLY this 
year so you can get your tax-deductible donations onto your 2009 taxes. 

Now is also the time to sign up to help organize this huge event. There are opportunities for all kinds of 
people with various time commitments. Generally, you'll spend an hour or so each week following up on 
donations, plus a monthly organizational meeting (in the evenings).  Here are some of the categories that need 
help: 
* Getaways (a fun but easy category - mostly parents donate their vacation homes, etc) 
* The Grene Scene (new category - securing "green" donations) 
* House and Garden (landscaping, painting, home decorating etc) 
* On the Town (A huge category for us, it involves getting restaurants and hotels to donate gift certificates, and 
then packaging some of them into overnight getaways. If you're a foodie, in the hospitality industry, or just love 
DC's great nightlife, this is for you!) 
* Photography (A new category— we need photographers to shoot headshots of every kid at the school, and an 
organizer to spearhead this effort. Also needed: photoshop junkies!) 
* Works of Art (solicit fine art from galleries or local artists.) 
* Check-In (getting everyone checked in on the night of the event) 
* Computer/back-office  (maybe you've already helped on another school's auction?) 
* Decorations (for the crafty and artsy....  especially if you like foliage! This team of volunteers will be 
recreating an entire rainforest in our school!) 

And there's more!  Please contact co-chairs, Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Kristin 
Willsey (kwillsey@verizon.net) to see how your talents can be put to great use! 

Lafayette Afterschool Tennis Academy Starts September 21st 

Lafayette Tennis has a new tennis academy format, with a tennis and an academic component.  In this tennis 
academy model, kids ages 6 through 13 are allowed to participate five days a week.  I am sorry we cannot 
accept younger kids. The tennis component, which uses the USTA’s Quick Start technique, will start at 3:30 
p.m. and go for 90 minutes. At 5:00 p.m. the kids will leave the tennis courts and go home or do their 
homework with the supervision and assistance of a tutor. At 6:00 p.m. they are to be picked up and taken home, 
hopefully with their homework completed. We are still working on the location of the academic activities with 
DPR and DCPS. Given the demands on today’s diverse group of kids with their varied interests, it was agreed 
to allow kids to sign up who want to participate fewer than five days a week. A child who is very focused on 
tennis and wants to get better quickly will play five days a week. A child who only has one or two afternoons 
available because of other activities can also sign up to play tennis.  

The program has 20 slots for five days for a total of 100 spots. A spot equals one child playing per day.  A 
child who signs up for the full program will take five spots through the week. A child who signs up for two days 
takes two spots. So when you register your child, please indicate how many days they will be playing and on 
which days of the week they are available to play.  After you register online or by phone, please send an email 
to myself (rosenbaumpaul@msn.com) and Rachael Premdas (rachael.premdas@dc.gov) to let us know how 
many days your child will be playing and on which days of the week. This will help us expand the number of 
kids participating in the program. 

To sign up online right now the following link will take you directly to the screen for the Lafayette Tennis 
and Learning Academy: 
https://activenet15.active.com/dcdpr/servlet/registrationmain.sdi?source=adet.sdi&activity_id=37227&c=5D68
F391700F . If you get to the site and there are no more slots available, please contact me and I will see if we can 
get you some spots in the tennis program. I can also be reached at 202 441-0925.  Rachael Premdas can be 
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reached at 202 282-2206.  The course number is 2015.452 and the cost is $30 for the entire 8-week program!  
The DPR Athletics Programs office can be reached at 202 671-1700 if you want to register by phone.  If you 
register by phone, please still email me what day spots you will be using.  

The DCPR website says that the program starts on September 14th, but it will be starting on Monday, 
September 21st and runs through November 13th.  There will be some Saturdays when a group of the kids will 
be playing against other tennis academies in the city in some short format tournaments.  Parents will be asked to 
assist in transporting the kids to and from the tournaments.  If you have any additional questions, please contact 
me by phone or email 

DPR Play Day at Lafayette Recreation Center 
  On Friday, September 18, the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) will host its first DPR Play Day 
to coincide with the first of five scheduled DCPS Teacher Professional Development Days. These programs are 
for DCPS students in grades preK-8 and will operate in recreation centers throughout the city from 8:30 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Youth are required to wear comfortable clothing and athletic 
shoes. Lafayette Recreation Center will host a Multi-sports Day Camp where youth will engage in structured 
games and activities that include tennis, soccer, baseball, kickball, cheer, double-dutch, and much more! 
Registration must be completed in person at Lafayette Recreation Center. For more information, contact Gerren 
Price at 202-445-3562 or Gerren.Price@dc.gov. 
 

 
 
Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 

 
The WISE group (“We In Special Education”) really refers to all of us. Chances are we have all been 

touched by a student with special needs.  Here at Lafayette, our special education program promotes the 
inclusion of children with disabilities within the regular classroom. Your child has most certainly had a peer or 
two with special needs in his or her class.  In an effort to promote understanding and tolerance, the WISE group 
will meet monthly to discuss current topics in special education.  These meetings will be informal, fun, and 
open to anyone who is interested in learning more about disabilities.  September’s WISE discussion, on the 23rd 
from 3:30-5:00 p.m., will focus on Autism Spectrum Disorders, one of the fastest-growing (and often least-
understood) categories of disability.  For more information see the attached flyer.  We hope to see you there!  
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
  A few weeks ago, while in training for some of the new DCPS initiatives for this year, some central office 
people overheard me say that while all these new materials were okay, I “wasn’t going to change a thing we are 
doing at Lafayette.”  They took umbrage at this statement and let me know that I appear rigid, stuck in my ways 
and unable to get with the new game plan. They told me that every school has teachers that need to improve and 
by making a statement like this I am implying that Lafayette does not. That my “negative” attitude is going to 
impact the teachers at Lafayette as we move forward this year. This proves to me that DCPS central office 
knows very little about Lafayette and its staff—and what I mean by not changing what we do. 

So as we start the school year, here are a few things we are not going to change. 
We are not going to change our continuous self-assessment of how we deliver instruction to the children of 

this school community. When a school reaches the level of academic achievement that Lafayette has it might be 
easy to sit back a little and rest on our laurels. But about 10% of our children, even at Lafayette, struggle in 
school—some because of learning disabilities, others because they lack previous instruction and others are just 
moving to their own internal learning clock. Twenty percent of our staff works with these students day after 
day, assessing their progress, trying new strategies, developing new programs, never giving up. We are not 
going to change this. 

We are not going to stop spending countless hours planning for learning at Lafayette. From the teacher with 
his or her individual lesson plans, to our grade level collaboration, to whole school meetings and trainings, we 
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are always working together to learn from each other how to do our jobs better. We spent hours last spring 
assigning children to classes to try to get good balanced groups. We think for the most part this system really 
works. We have teachers who have asked to work at different grade levels and reconfigured our grade level 
teams. We have new teachers each year that join us and are supported by their colleagues as they learn how we 
do things at Lafayette. We already have several of our arts integrated informances on the calendar for the year.   
The fourth grade is doing some team teaching this year. None of this can be accomplished without our attention 
to planning.  We are not going to change this. 

We are going to build on our past successes in art, music, math and writing.  Our students’ artwork is 
selected for several citywide displays each year.  Our music program continues to grow as more students 
become interested in learning to play an instrument.  We have always supported competitive math activities for 
our students, even hosting MathCounts for the past few years when no other site in the city could be found.  We 
have Northwest Current correspondents, the Bear Facts journalists and pretty much take home the majority of 
prizes at several writing competitions each year.  We have a long string of 10 Who Are 10 winners.  We will 
again pack the Great Hall for our student performers next March during Music and Art Month Friday recitals.  I 
know Arts Night will be a huge success again next May.  We are not going to change this. 

We are going to continue to depend on your support for Lafayette and what we do.  We value our Home 
and School Association and everything it does for the school. Our library is the centerpiece of Lafayette and 
will continue to encourage your children to read with all the new books that are constantly arriving because of 
your generosity. Our teachers will be able to attend workshops this year and purchase classroom materials using 
HSA funds. Our arts program can be as outstanding as it is because of your volunteering in the art classes and 
providing us with a wealth of materials. Our littlest students will soon be exploring a new play yard this fall 
thanks to all of you. We are not going to change this.   

So maybe I am a little rigid, stuck in my ways and a little skeptical of new game plans.  I have been eating 
Oreo cookies for my entire life. Every few years Nabisco decides to update the outside packaging with some 
new graphics or spiffy lettering. But inside the new packaging they are still Oreo cookies. Like Nabisco, every 
few years some old ideas in education get repackaged, but rarely are they really new and different.  We still 
have the same 26 letters and 44 sounds to teach to beginning readers. The same ten Arabic numerals and place 
value system. The same Pledge of Allegiance and the same parts of the human body. Community helpers, 
animal habitats, the American Revolution and the Civil War—the same stuff I learned years ago at East Prairie 
Elementary School in Skokie, Illinois with Fun with Dick and Jane as my reading book and Oreo cookies as a 
treat in my lunch box. But don’t tell me that Lafayette doesn’t embrace change.  We change each and everyday 
in what we do to try to reach every child. We never stop looking for ways to make learning more meaningful. 
We try out new strategies and materials. We are all about change. And I don’t intend to change that one little 
bit. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

• Housecleaner available. Our cleaning lady, Dorith Castellon, does excellent work, is trustworthy, and brings 2-3 
people to clean. If you are interested, please contact her daughter, Carol, at 703-650-8403 (cell). You can also talk 
to me if you would like to discuss -- Connie Chang, 202-491-3356. 

• Babysitter and house cleaner available.  Experienced babysitter available for evenings, Fridays, and weekends.  
Great with babies and children of all ages.  Also available for house cleaning.  Please call Mary at 244-0301 or 
230-2337 

 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 



Designed with parents and teachers in mind, Lafayette staff will begin providing monthly 
discussion forums on current issues in special education.  Following a brief presentation on the 
topic of the month, the forum will be then be open for Q & A.  Discussions will take place on 
the third Wednesday of each month from 3:30-5:00 p.m.  The location will be the Special 
Education Resource Center (aka portable #1), and light refreshments will be provided.  All 
interested parents, teachers, and community members are encouraged to attend!  9/23/09

Welcome to the new 
Lafayette “Issues” series:

W
IS

E

 CURRENT TOPICS 
EXPLORED BY “WE 

IN SPECIAL 
EDUCATION”

September’s Focus: Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Autism is now estimated to 
affect 1 in 150 children in 
the United States:

Autism is the fastest-growing 

developmental disorder in the country, with 

an estimated 10-17% growth rate every year.  

While there has been an increase in the 

diagnosis and understanding of autism, many 

experts believe this still does not account for 

the rapid rise in its prevalence.

Worldwide, the diagnosis is also on the 

rise, with some 2 million estimated cases of 

autism in India alone.  As scientists, 

educators, and affected families race for 

information to keep up with this increased 

demand, we cannot sit back and wait for the 

causes of autism to be found.  

At a large school like Lafayette, with 

600+ children, we can anticipate having 

at least four of our students diagnosed 

with some form of autism this year alone.  

We have worked with many children “on 

the spectrum,” and will continue to do so 

with the very best methods and research-

based strategies available to us.

As we kick off our new discussion 

forum, Autism will be the focus for the 

month of September.  Come hear an 

overview of the different types of Autism 

Spectrum Disorders, which include Rett’s 

Syndrome, Asperger’s Disorder, and 

Pervasive Developmental Disorder, NOS, 

among others.  Learn about some of the 

differences between classic Autism and 

Asperger’s Syndrome, and some of the 

strengths associated with ASD.   

 Upcoming Discussion 

Forums:

•September 23 - Autism

•October  21 - School-

Based Occupational 

Therapy 

•November 18 - School-

Based Speech and 

Language Therapy

•December 16 - ADHD

Autism affects both girls and boys of all 
ethnic backgrounds.
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