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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 24 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, Special Guest Speaker Deborah Roffman, 7:00 p.m. 
October 8 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 (Monday) — Columbus Day, NO SCHOOL 
October 24 (Saturday) — Lafayette Fall Halloween Block Party, 3:00 p.m. 
October 29 (Thursday) — Halloween Parade and Class Parties,12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 30 (Friday) — Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – The Art of School Budgeting… (see page 3) 
 

FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  

Clearly DCPS has been in the news this week and because we are all concerned citizens and parents it seemed 
there was reason enough for alarm. Thus, we received many emails and calls wondering what the effects would 
be at our school. At this early point in the school year, it seems appropriate that we confide in you as fellow 
Lafayette parents. Here it is: Mrs. Main has it under control. She is an administrative genius and when—and 
only when—she informs us that there is reason to worry, we mobilize and follow her lead. We can assure you 
that she is well aware of the political rationale, the financial plight, and the fallout. As the school year goes on, 
please continue to communicate your concerns and we will continue to address them as best as we are able. 

After numerous phone calls and meetings regarding our soon-to-be-realized Pre-K Playground, we 
believe we have some definitive dates. The equipment, or most of it, is due to arrive in Pennsylvania by the 12th 
of October and then shipped here immediately. To prepare for its installation, the demolition and grounds 
people will begin work on the site about one week prior to that time. The installation should last about two 
weeks, so by the end of October we should have a very cool and useable space. One additional piece of 
playground equipment will arrive after that time and will be subsequently installed and a newly planned outdoor 
classroom space is also on order. It’s all getting close and we are very excited. 

As we mentioned in a previous column, through our Seňor Pepper fundraising, we are also purchasing a 
new projector for the Cafetorium and have also ordered a large plastic box for the ever-growing Lost and Found 
items. This is sure to be an improvement over the cardboard boxes spilling over in the Great Hall. Remember, if 
you are missing a jacket, lunch box, or even a pair of shoes, we probably have them. With colder mornings 
ahead, there are bound to be about 50 black Northface jackets. Remember to label everything and, if you forget, 
just come to the Great Hall and claim them. 

Finally, we are looking forward to seeing you this Thursday evening, September 24th at 7:00 p.m. for the 
first HSA General Meeting of the year. You won’t want to miss our guest speaker, Deborah Roffman – a 
nationally recognized sexuality and family life educator. Learn more at: www.sexandsensibility.net. 
 
FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher 

The visual art program is alive and well and rich with new and old experiences this month!  We’ve been: 
panning for gold; exploring the folk art of Molas and Arpilleras; telling our stories through art; discussing and 
writing about art; exploring drawing techniques; learning about the elements of art through song, observation, 
and creation; working on the pottery wheel during open art; celebrating Hispanic Heritage month and so much 
more!  Soon, first graders will be talking about the first artists, 2nd graders will be working on rainforest 
animals and their habitats, 3rd graders will wrap up their unit on the elements with an exploration of color 
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value, 4th graders will begin preparing for their Pow Wow, and 5th graders will begin our integrated unit on the 
Underground Railroad with a repeat block “quilt” using translations, rotations, and reflections (yep, math stuff!) 

Please remember:  

• Students should wear old or dark clothes on art days as the smocks we wear don’t always protect their 
clothing completely. 

• Save and send in men’s shirts, yogurt containers, coffee cans, juice cans and newspapers. 

• If you’re volunteering in the art room (call your room parent if you’d like to sign up) please come to the art 
room 5-10 minutes early to help set up. 
Watch for all grade displays of 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade art around the building soon and a special display of 

2nd grade MOLAS soon to be hung at the Broad Branch Market. Congratulations to Charlie Ganote, Emma 
McReady, Gabi Aladjem, Rachel Wallach, Avery Dunn, Maddie Breeden, Maren Dunn, Caroline Durr, Eliza 
Dahlkemper, Yonatan Dawit, Elena Michaels, Zachary Walker-Liang, Liza Willsey, and Ceci Nogueira whose 
mola shirts were selected for the market display! 
 NEEDED: Parents who would like to assist with building displays. Please contact me via e-mail at 
lauriemclward@gmail.com or drop a note in my box. THANK YOU!!!!!! 
 
EARTH-FRIENDLY FUNDRAISING COMES TO LAFAYETTE! 
From September 21-October 12, you can raise money for Lafayette and help our community save the 
environment by participating in our Greenraising Catalog Sale!  Stock up on wrapping paper, reusable 
lunchboxes, and other goodies. 
 Keep an eye out for your catalog and order form. They will be coming home via backpack express soon.  
Remember:  Lafayette keeps 40 percent of the sales price on all items. Encourage friends and family to buy 
online.  Our website link is www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156.  

Questions?  Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or Kim Gross (gross.kim@gmail.com).  
 
LAFAYETTE FALL HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY 
Saturday October 24th -- 3:00 p.m. 
Movie start time -- 5:30 p.m. 
 Crafts, bake sale, games, yard sale (weather permitting), moon bounce 
 Looking for ways to help? 

• Donate empty coffee cans and/or small (gently used) toys for prizes—McDonald’s prizes are just fine.  
Please deposit in box in Great Hall. 

• Underwrite an event:  Perhaps you can donate the bottled water or soda, moon bounce or other large ticket 
item.  We'll do the footwork, you just write the check!! (remember it is tax-deductible) 

• Set up a table for your own "yard sale."  Contribution: $15 per table.  We provide the tables, you sell your 
goods! 

• Bake something tasty for the bake sale. 

• Volunteer your time at the fair (contact your room parent for details.) 
Questions?  Please contact Eleni Shipe at Shipe@comcast.net or Gayle Moseley at gaylemoseley@starpower.net. 
 
LAFAYETTE AUCTION 
A reminder for those of you who were interested in volunteering on the planning, gathering of donations, and 
decorating for this year's Spring Auction, but you forgot to email us…  Do it now!  Our first meeting will be 
coming up in late October, and we'd like to have everyone in place.  Still needed:  more category chairs for 
Getaways, Pets, Works of Art, House and Garden, and the Green Scene.  Plus, we're looking for photographers 
and Photoshop editors to assist on a new project! 

If you're interested in helping stuff the 800 (!!) solicitation letters into envelopes, come to our Envelope 
Stuffing Party on Monday, October 5th at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Maite Leo (6220 29th St, NW).  It's a fun 
night to meet other parents, share a glass of wine, and make the load light. It's a one-night volunteer effort! 
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Thanks to everyone who has already volunteered!  We'll be emailing you all soon with details of our 
upcoming planning sessions. -- Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) and Kristin Willsey 
(kwillsey@verizon.net ), Auction Co-Chairs. 
 
WISE DISCUSSION AND AUTISM EVENTS– Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 
September’s WISE (We in Special Education) discussion will take place this Wednesday, September 23rd from 
3:30-5:00 p.m. and will focus on Autism Spectrum Disorders, one of the fastest-growing (and often least 
understood) categories of disability. We’ll meet in the Special Education Resource Center (a/k/a Portable #1) 
and light refreshments will be served. Here are some other autism events coming up in the DC area: 

• October 10 - Autism Expo www.autismexpo.com 

• October 13 – Growing an In-Sync Child by Carol Kranowitz, Har Shalom ECEC 

• October 23-24 – Org. for Autism Research, www.reasearchautism.org 

• November 1 – C-SPAN’s Book TV: Dr. Temple Grandin Live 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
The longer I have been at Lafayette, the more I have learned that developing a school budget is as much an art 
as it is a science.  Each winter a school principal is given a projected enrollment figure and a sum of money tied 
to that number of students.  For many years that projection was determined by me and I spent hours looking at 
historic trends at Lafayette before I made any decisions.  The last few years the number has come from central 
office.  I have learned that while you want to be close to that magic number when school opens, you really want 
your projection to be on the low side and then get more students than you expect.  So even when I made my 
own projection I always presented a lowball figure. 

This year I was projected to get 582 students.  I was losing the 6th grade (about 65 students) and I’m not 
sure the new pre-k class was included in that initial number.  I would have guessed around 600 on my own.  I 
am lucky because the pre-k lottery each year gives me good idea of how many 4 and 5 year olds are in the 
neighborhood and in 2008 we had 110 lottery entrants.  So I was already planning for five kindergarten classes.  
I knew I was adding an additional pre-k class.  In February I polled all of you as to your intentions for the 2009-
2010 school year and as in years past got a phenomenal response.  So I added another fourth grade teacher to 
the budget after looking at those numbers and sent my staffing plan off to be approved.   

Registration forms became available before the end of the school year and most of you completed them 
and turned them in before leaving for the summer.  So in June I already knew I was going to be close to meeting 
my projection.  I knew there would be some new students arriving since I had been e-mailing scores of parents 
all spring about enrolling at Lafayette.  But I never expected this many new students and we now have 636 on 
the rolls.  

So I wrote to the Chancellor in August and got permission to hire an additional first grade teacher when 
that grade started bursting at the seams.  I hurriedly ordered 25 more little desks and chairs.  I updated textbook 
and workbook orders so we would be ready for so many more students when school opened.  And while we are 
certainly full, our classes still are no bigger than 25 in any grade.  We continue to be not just the largest 
elementary school in DCPS but one of the largest schools overall. The result of all this is that while many 
schools are facing severe budget issues right now, Lafayette really is not.  Those additional students cushioned 
the effect of any budget cuts other schools may be undergoing.  We are actually in line to receive some limited 
additional funding.  Just what I want to see happen when you lowball your number.   

So when our budget is developed in the spring, first and foremost on the list is classroom teachers.  How 
many do we need to keep our student teacher ratio 20-25 to 1?  Then we add the mandated specialists like music 
and librarian.  Finally we get to the school support and look at the front office and custodians.  We always 
overstaff for classroom teachers.  In June we were ready for 615 students.  Adding Ms. Stoffa in August brought 
us up to 635, right where we are right now.  And that is part of the art of the process.  Making those numbers fit 
what we want to do at Lafayette.   

I’m not by nature a gambler.  I have never been to Las Vegas or Atlantic City.  I’ve never played the 
lottery or a slot machine.  My big gamble of the year is building the Lafayette budget.  What is our target 
number of students?  Too high, too low?  Will we make it?  Do we need to cut people or add them? All summer 
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long I drive Mrs. Bright crazy asking her about registrations.  How is kindergarten going?  Do we have enough 
students?  Have the pre-k parents come in yet?  Have you called the parents whom we haven’t seen and told 
them to get in here?  So with her persistence and your cooperation we manage to make our numbers each and 
every year.  Maybe I do have a few aces up my sleeve.  Somehow we at Lafayette continue to play a winning 
hand.   
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Tae Kwon Do at Lafayette on Wednesdays after school.  After a very successful program last spring, 
Master A of Flying Kick will be returning to offer a tae kwon do class for students in K through 2nd grades 
at Lafayette on Wednesdays from 3:30-4:20 p.m. beginning with the first class on September 30th.  Several 
students have already pre-registered, but please contact Flying Kick at 301-951-0543 or on the web at 
www.flyingkickcenter.com if you are interested in taking the class or have any questions.  Registration 
forms will also be available at the first class.   

• Hoops for Moms.  Join us for pick-up games on the fenced basketball court behind the rec center building.  
We play on Tuesday mornings after drop-off if the surface is dry. Come check it out.  If you'd like more 
information please call Carrie Johnson at 202-237-6235.     

• Housekeeper needed.  Warm, loving family of four needs a housekeeper once a week. Please call Ms. 
Norman at 202-249-8277, if you are interested. 

• Homework Help or Enrichment.  Tired with battling to finish your child’s homework? Want them to get a 
head start? Let a straight-A high school junior help. $25/hour-long session, 4:00 or 5:00 p.m. Tuesdays or 
Thursdays in Ms. Jensen’s room. Please contact Allie Jensen, alliesjensen@gmail.com, Ally Mutnick, 
allymutnick@yahool.com, or Georgi Goldstein, georgi.goldstein@gmail.com  

 

 

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   
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+ 
 

Help Lafayette raise money and help our community save the environment 
by participating in our Greenraising Catalog Sale!  Your catalog and order 
form are attached.   Lafayette keeps 40% of the sales price on all items! 
 
� Start selling now!   Our catalog sale runs September 21-October 12, 

2009.  Lafayette keeps 40% of the sales price on all items! 
 
� Checks should be made payable to: Lafayette Elementary School. 

 

� Please make sure that your order form is complete and accurate.  
Instructions are on the back. 

 
� Encourage your out-of-town friends and relatives to buy online and 

have orders shipped directly to them (you can do this, too!).  We will 
get 40% profit for orders made from Sept. 21 and Oct. 12.  Our website 
link is:   

 

www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156 
 

� Return the order forms and money by Monday October 12, 2009 
  
� Be sure to check out the website (www.greenraising.com).  It has 

many more fabulous products to choose from than what is shown in the 
catalog! 

 
� Questions?  Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or Kim 

Gross (gross.kim@gmail.com)  
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 

Lafayette Elementary School! 


