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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 8 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 (Monday) – Columbus Day, NO SCHOOL 
October 15 (Thursday) – HSA General Meeting, 7 p.m. 
October 16 (Friday) – Picture Day (Individual) 
October 24 (Saturday) – Lafayette Block Party, 3 p.m. to 5:30; Movie at 5:30 p.m. 
October 29 (Thursday) – Halloween Parade and Class Parties, 12:15 dismissal 
October 30 (Friday) – Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
November 11 (Wednesday) – Veteran’s Day, NO SCHOOL 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Time for lunch… (see page 2) 

 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  

As you can all see, the painters are working furiously to finish up at Lafayette – they are doing a beautiful job, 
and it’s a huge improvement!  We anticipate they will be done this week.  

Deborah Roffman, our guest speaker at last week’s HSA General Meeting, was, by all accounts, a huge 
success.  All present enjoyed the simple yet powerful message about our vital role in the education of our kids 
and how to communicate effectively with them about sometimes uncomfortable issues.  She was approachable, 
inspiring, and entertaining.  Those of you who could not make it can still gain valuable information at 
www.sexandsensibility.net.  

Mark your calendar to attend our next HSA General Meeting on October 15th when Dr. Melissa Kim, the 
principal from Alice Deal Middle School, will be our guest speaker.  All Lafayette parents and 4th and 5th 
grade students are invited to attend.  Recent Lafayette graduates will be there to answer all your questions.  

Thank you to those of you have recently and so generously submitted your HSA dues.  If you haven’t done 
so, it’s not too late to send in your dues and program support fund.  Please help us to reach our goal by paying 
your $50 membership fee, and, if the requested program support amount is not possible this year, then please 
send whatever amount you are able. Your participation is valuable!  Please contact Pam Gregory, HSA Dues 
Coordinator, with any questions or if you need forms at PamGregory@starpower.net.  
 

LAFAYETTE BLOCK PARTY 
Please come to the Lafayette Block Party on Saturday October 24th at 3 p.m.  Crafts, bake sale, games, yard 
sale (weather permitting), and a moon bounce.  Looking for ways to help? 

-  Donate empty coffee cans and/ or small (gently used) toys for prizes – McDonalds prizes are just fine.  
Please deposit in box in Great Hall. 

-  Underwrite an event – donate the bottled water, or soda, moon bounce, or other large ticket item.  
We’ll do the footwork, you just write the check!! (Remember it is tax deductable). 

-  Set up a table for your own “yard sale” by contributing $15 per table.  We provide tables, you sell 
your goods! 

-  Bake something tasty for the bake sale. 
-  Volunteer your time at the fair (contact your room parent for details).  

Please contact Eleni Shipe at Shipe@comcast.net or Gayle Moseley at gaylemoseley@starpower.net with 
any questions.  
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PAY YOUR DUES! 
It is not too late to pay your HSA Dues and Program Activities fees.  These fees are vital to make Lafayette the 
extraordinary school and community that it is.  Fees can be paid in three installments.  If you haven’t 
contributed, please consider joining the HSA!  Any questions can be sent to the Dues Coordinator, Pam 
Gregory at PamGregory@starpower.net or at (202) 364-1415. 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM STARTS MONDAY 
Lafayette Foreign Language Program starts Monday, October 5th, at 8 a.m.!  Class assignments and locations 
will be emailed this week to parents of students enrolled in the Spanish program.  Classes are held Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday mornings.  Classes are full so we cannot accept any new applications.  If you have 
questions, please contact either Julie Stewart at ulietulip@yahoo.com or Claudia Tassara Radifera at 
chilemio@starpower.net.  Gracias!   
 
LAFAYETTE GRADUATE STUDY COMPLETED 
Len Jewler recently completed his expanded analysis to determine the impact of public versus private high 
school education on college and university enrollments of graduates of Lafayette Elementary School.  This 
analysis examined the Lafayette Elementary classes of 2000, 2001, and 2002, those students graduated from 
high school in 2006, 2007, and 2008 respectively.  As in the original 2007 study, this one investigated whether 
there was a difference in the rankings of the colleges and universities that enrolled Lafayette graduates who had 
attended public high schools versus those who attended private high schools.  The results show that there is no 
significant difference in the rankings of the colleges and universities where students were enrolled based on 
public versus private high school attendance.  To view the study, please visit the updated web site at 
www.evernowchronicles.org.  Looking forward, he has obtained the data for the Lafayette graduating class of 
2003 and will be incorporating it into an expanded four-year analysis.  Please feel free to share this message 
with other families who may be interested in the topic. 
 
LAST CHANCE TO DONATE BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Michelle Donahue (past and future Lafayette parent) is heading up a program to get school supplies to Iraqi 
schoolchildren.  The deadline for sending the supplies (new, old, leftover, or lightly used) is September 30th.  
Remember, each class that fills a boy’s backpack and a girl’s backpack will get a coveted “Golden L.”  Any 
school supplies are welcome.  If it’s easier, you can make a cash donation – any amount you can give will be 
used to augment the supplies and help with the shipping costs.  Donations can also be dropped on the front 
porch/ mail slot of Cindy McClure’s home at 5511 Broad Branch Road.  Thank you! 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
If you stay around Lafayette in the morning to hear our morning announcements, you may hear the daily menu 
for Pearl’s Paradise Café.  Named in honor of our cafeteria manager, Pearl Murphy, this is in reality our hot 
lunch program at the school.  A few years ago the name of the café was painted over the cafeteria window and 
recently some of the student tiles have been installed around the rest of the opening.  We also painted the 
kitchen a cheery lime green that turned out to perfectly match some new posters that are hanging there.  Why all 
this attention to lunch?  Because for many students, lunch is the best part of the day. 

On any given day about one-third of the students at Lafayette are eating lunch from Pearl’s Paradise Café.  
There have been some menu improvements over the time I have been at Lafayette.  We now serve fresh salads 
and tons more fresh fruit.  The variety of entrees has greatly expanded.  Pizza is the biggest seller with hot dogs 
close behind.  On those days well over 300 students pass through the line.  But teriyaki beef bites and chicken 
nuggets have their following, too.  It’s quite a challenge getting lunches to all the students in the line.  Most 
schools have more traditional cafeteria set-ups that allow students to push their trays along and pick up what 
they want.  We have a rinky-dinky window so we pre-plate the trays.  Lunch is only 20 minutes long so we have 
to keep things moving. 

Then there is the milk bunch.  Many of you have purchased milk for your child for the entire year.  Up they 
come and “attack” the milk crates, heading for the chocolate at a 10:1 ratio.  Occasionally we run out of 



Tuesday Bulletin 9-29-09 – page 3 

chocolate.  I get some disappointed looks until I point out that I doubt many parents are buying chocolate milk 
for them to drink at home and plain white turns out to be an acceptable substitute for the one day.   

Everyone else is eating what he or she brings from home.  For grades one through five, two teachers man 
the cafeteria.  Some days they have their work cut out for them just getting packages open.  A yogurt tube can 
be especially challenging.  You really have to make sure when you hand it back to the child it is not squeezed 
AT ALL.  We have all experienced the volcanic action of squeezed tubes.  During certain times of the year, we 
are running around peeling clementines, which are really pretty easy.  Bananas are okay.  Real oranges are not 
fun at all.  Most days I bring a small pair of scissors with me to help with reluctant ketchup or barbeque sauce 
packages.  The worst is when a pull-tab gets broken.  Sometimes we can’t get those open at all. 

It can get pretty noisy in the cafeteria.  We allow the children to talk with their classmates as long as they 
use indoor voices.  It’s just that 200 indoor voices just get loud.  So we have to stop every now and then and 
remind the children to turn down the volume.  Some days we have five minutes of “no talking” so every one 
focuses on eating food.  But we know how important it is to develop social skills at school and lunch is one 
place it can be done. 

Clean up is organized chaos.  At the sound of the magic word you can get up and throw your trash away.  If 
you have a lunch box it goes back into the lunch box holder for your class.  If you have a lunch tray it goes to 
the window.  Table washers leap into action (two for each class) and wipe off the tables for the next group.  
When the table is clean and everyone is seated on his or her bottom, that table is dismissed to leave and goes to 
recess.  Then we start over again since we do this four times every day.   

At 1 p.m. I get to breathe a big sigh of relief.  We have made it through another lunch.  Silent reading has 
begun and quiet descends upon Lafayette.  The custodians are in the cafeteria, mopping the floor and getting rid 
of the trash.  Mrs. Murphy is closing up shop and getting the kitchen ready for the next day.  On most days I am 
in front of my computer checking for any new assignments from central office.  Oh, and finally getting to eat 
my lunch, too.  But I’m not practicing any social skills while I eat.  I’m just enjoying a little peace and quiet. 

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*  Homework problems?  No sweat!  If your child (or you, for that matter) can’t exactly relate to that 
statement, join the club.  Or more to the point, let’s start one!  A group of Lafayette parents want to discuss 
launching an after-school homework club, with the goals of a) helping kids develop good study habits; b) 
getting students some extra help in their “less-loved” subjects; and c) generally reducing the tension and stress 
on families that often accompany the daily homework routines.  This would be a volunteer, largely parent-
organized club, and hopefully take place in Lafayette facilities (TBD).  If you’re interested, or have ideas or 
experience that would help guide us in creating such a club, we’d love to hear from you.  We hope to have an 
initial discussion/planning meeting in early October.  Contact: Deborah Rephan at drephan2@gmail.com. 
*  House Cleaning and Laundry.  Responsible house cleaner is available to clean your house and wash/ fold 
your laundry.  Currently working for several Lafayette families.  Please call Lulu Gomez at (301) 768-0383. 
*  Arts Classes and Camps.  Let your children explore their CREATivity this fall at CREATE Arts Center in 
downtown Silver Spring.  A new session of afterschool and weekend classes begins the week of October 4th.  
CREATE also offers one day camps on days there is no school.  For more information and to register, go to  
www.createartscenter.org or call (301) 588-2787. 
*  Dr. Patti Agatston on Cyber Bullying: Bullying in the Digital Age.  Thursday, October 22nd, 7 p.m. to 9  
p.m. at Suburban Hospital Auditorium, 8600 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland.  Dr. Agatston is co-
author of the book, Cyber Bullying: Bullying in the Digital Age and Cyber Bullying Curriculum for Grades 6 – 

12 and the Cyber Bullying Prevention Curriculum for Grades 3 - 5.  She is a nationally certified trainer and 
technical assistance consultant for the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program.  She was a participant in the 
CDC’s Expert Panel on Electronic Media and Youth Violence, and has presented nationally and internationally 
on cyber bullying.  $15/ person, $25/ couple.  Fee Waivers available.  Registration for this workshop only: 301-
896-3939, option 2, or email soc@suburbanhospital.org. 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   
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Shop GreenShop GreenShop GreenShop Green and  and  and  and Lafayette Lafayette Lafayette Lafayette EarnEarnEarnEarnssss Green! Green! Green! Green!    

Help the environment while helping our school by participating Help the environment while helping our school by participating Help the environment while helping our school by participating Help the environment while helping our school by participating 

in in in in our our our our GreenraisingGreenraisingGreenraisingGreenraising Fundraiser Fundraiser Fundraiser Fundraiser.  There are many cool, earth .  There are many cool, earth .  There are many cool, earth .  There are many cool, earth 

friendly products available.  You can stock up on wrapping friendly products available.  You can stock up on wrapping friendly products available.  You can stock up on wrapping friendly products available.  You can stock up on wrapping 

paper, get a cool new lunch box, or start your holipaper, get a cool new lunch box, or start your holipaper, get a cool new lunch box, or start your holipaper, get a cool new lunch box, or start your holiday shoppingday shoppingday shoppingday shopping    

earlyearlyearlyearly.   .   .   .       

Order between September 21 toOrder between September 21 toOrder between September 21 toOrder between September 21 to October 9  October 9  October 9  October 9 and and and and 40%40%40%40% of what  of what  of what  of what 

you purchase will go to support Lafayette.  you purchase will go to support Lafayette.  you purchase will go to support Lafayette.  you purchase will go to support Lafayette.      

  

Please Please Please Please send the link to your family and friends and encourage them to support Lafayette by send the link to your family and friends and encourage them to support Lafayette by send the link to your family and friends and encourage them to support Lafayette by send the link to your family and friends and encourage them to support Lafayette by 

making a purchase.  Online orders will making a purchase.  Online orders will making a purchase.  Online orders will making a purchase.  Online orders will be shipped directly to the purchaser.   be shipped directly to the purchaser.   be shipped directly to the purchaser.   be shipped directly to the purchaser.           

www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156    

 

Questions:  Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or Kim Gross (gross.kim@gmail.com) 

 

 

 


