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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 8 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 (Monday) – Columbus Day, NO SCHOOL 
October 15 (Thursday) – HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
October 16 (Friday) – Picture Day (Individual) 
October 24 (Saturday) – Lafayette Block Party, 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Movie at 5:30 p.m. 
October 29 (Thursday) – Halloween Parade and Class Parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 30 (Friday) – Professional Day, NO SCHOOL 
November 5 (Thursday) - 1st Grade Patriotic Celebration, 2:30 p.m. 
November 11 (Wednesday) – Veteran’s Day, NO SCHOOL 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Most influential (page 5). 
 
FROM THE HSA - Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, Co-Presidents 
If your kids are anything like ours, when you ask them, “How was your day?” You might get, “good.” If you 
probe further and ask what’s new in school, you probably get an unenthusiastically expressed “nothing.” To 
help with the first questions, we sometimes try rephrasing and say something like, “Tell me what book you read 
in D.E.A.R. time today,” or “Can you teach me how partial sums addition works?” In other words, raising 
specific topics helps kids connect and focus. Similarly, by listing some specific things you can learn on our 
wonderful, new-this-year website, we hope that you will use it to connect to your school. 
 Today I decided to browse the website – www.lafayettehsa.org - to see what it had to offer. I learned that 
one Tuesday every month you can visit Lafayette, view classes in session, and speak with available staff; no 
appointment necessary. Just check the website for the dates. If Tuesdays don’t work for you, call the school and 
make an appointment. Did you know that Judy Licht, a professional photographer, takes pictures of our kids for 
the Lafayette Directory and other school events, and that you can purchase prints through a link on our website? 
Did you know that there is a link to the Greenraising online drive ending October 9, just in case you may have 
thrown away the flier we sent home? Do you know who the room parents are in your child’s class and how to 
reach them? Perhaps your child contracted head lice, and after your first (probably emotional) reaction, what 
next? Check the website for a full set of best tips. Want to purchase tickets to the upcoming Lafayette Block 
Party? You got it:  Go to the website! From school forms to information about our famous arts integration 
curriculum, to emergency closing procedures, to school clubs and athletic teams, the list goes on. Essentially, 
anything you want to know about Lafayette is posted on our website. Please take advantage and stay connected 
to your school.   

 

FROM THE MUSIC ROOM – Rebecca Stump, 1-5
th

 Grade Music Teacher 
We are having a very exciting fall here in the music room, with performances and field trips planned and 
approaching quickly.  Band is off to a good start, with returning band members in Advanced Band and brand 
new musicians just tuning up in Beginning Band.  Percussion Ensemble is meeting regularly and learning some 
cool Cuban beats just in time for Hispanic Heritage Month.  
 Recorder Karate is going really well in 3rd grade.  More than two thirds of our 3rd grade students have 
achieved their white belt level by playing "Three Blind Mice," and are now practicing for the yellow belt, 
"Mary Had a Little Lamb." A reminder to parents:  I would love for all of our 3rd grade students to be able to 
practice on their own recorders between music classes and then bring those recorders to music so they can 
receive belts for each level they pass. I have copies of the sheet music available for them to bring home, now all 
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they need is a recorder! If you've had trouble finding one at Middle C Music, Target or Child's Play, here are 
some internet sites that you can order from.  Your child needs a "C" Soprano Recorder. Amazon has a good 
selection of several types of recorders: http://www.amazon.com/Yamaha-3-Piece-C-Soprano-Recorder-
translucent/dp/B0002D15KO  Interstate Music is also easy to order from: 
http://www.interstatemusic.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10001&storeId=10051&
productId=900125494&langId=-1 
 First graders are hard at work on the first informance of the year, our "Patriotic Celebration."  This year the 
program is even more exciting because we will be taking it on the road. We have been asked to perform at 
Walter Reed Army Hospital for Warrior Care Day during mid November. I am so thrilled to be taking our 
students to perform for the soldiers and their families as part of a national effort to recognize our country's 
wounded veterans. I'm sure it will be a very special performance.  
 Fourth graders are preparing songs, dances, stories, flute music and games as part of our annual 4th grade 
powwow, which will take place in the cafeteria on Wednesday, November 18, from 9:15-11:00 a.m.  All 4th 
grade parents are invited to attend to see your tribe member dance, sing and share at this cultural event.  
Homework assignments to help your child create a special "Regalia," or outfit, for the powwow are coming 
home this week! 
 Fifth graders are de-coding African American spirituals from the Underground Railroad era so that they can 
write secret messages of their own and compose a song to communicate those secret messages.  Using guitar 
and poetry writing skills, each group is working on an original song to share with you in December. 
 Second graders are exploring different types of percussion instruments.  They are learning rhythmic and 
melodic ostinatos to accompany different types of songs. First was "Chicka Hanka" with a keyboard (melodic) 
accompaniment, and now we are singing "Banana" and using all kinds of Latin rhythm instruments, including 
maracas, guiros, cabasas and tambourines, to play different rhythmic ostinatos  (Ask your 2nd grader to tell you 
the three word definition of an ostinato). 
 Percussion Ensemble reminder: If you have not already paid your fee for participating in this class, 
please do so as soon as possible.  The fee is $80 for this semester and $80 in January for the second semester.  
Make checks payable to Andrew Steel. You can turn them in to Ms. Stump if it is not a percussion ensemble 
class day. 
 
AUTHOR EVENT AT LAFAYETTE 
Lafayette is thrilled to host author Michael Scott on Tuesday, October 20, at 4:30 p.m. in the Cafeteria.  
Mr. Scott has written more than 100 titles for both adults and children published in 20 languages in 37 
countries. Mr. Scott’s books include the immensely popular Nicholas Flamel series, including The Alchemyst 
(Book 1, 2007); The Magician (Book 2, 2008), The Sorceress (Book 3, 2009), and the upcoming Necromancer 

(Book 4, expected in 2010); The Warlock (Book 5, expected in 2011); and The Enchantress (Book 6, expected 
in 2012).  
 
WISE GROUP – Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 

The WISE group will be meeting on Wednesday, October 21st at 3:30 to discuss School-Based Occupational 
Therapy Services.  Lafayette’s Occupational Therapist, Corinne Rubin, will be presenting an overview of her 
work with our students. For more information see the attached October WISE newsletter.  We hope to see you 

there!  

 
CROSS-COUNTRY MEET – Robert Thurston, Cross-Country Coach 
The Lafayette Cross Country Team opened the season yesterday at Kenilworth Park with strong showings from 
both the boys and the girls. Nick Neptune won the boys’ race by a large margin over three challengers from 
Nalle E.S. Lionel Kearse, Alexei Girdis, Alex Joyce-Johnson, and Stephen Berg took 5th through 8th places 
respectively to complete the scoring for Lafayette, with Carl Johnson and Ben Wallach claiming the next 2 
spots (in cross country the first 5 runners from a team are scored and the next 2 can “displace” runners from 
another team). Our hands-down winner in the girls’ race was Charlotte Oakley; she was followed by Mei 

Copacino, Sierra Lewter, Danielle Breslow, and Alex Hannah to complete the girls’ scoring, with Zola 
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Bzdek and Ruby Shevlin grabbing the displacing spots for a complete sweep. We are very proud of all our 
runners, and we will post all the finishers (as well as the times once we get them) on the cross country board 
near the great hall, and put them on the Lafayette web site as well.  
 Tuesday, October 6, is a big day for us as we host the Lafayette Invitational at Colmar Manor Park in 
Bladensburg. This has become a very popular meet and many teams use it to open their cross country season. It 
is only possible because of the tremendous amount of support from the Lafayette community, from Ms. Main’s 
tireless work with registration and results to all the volunteers who help us set up, conduct, and then clean up 
over at Colmar Manor. We need lots of help and if you’re available, please let us know. You can call the school 
and/or leave a note for Mr. Thurston at thurret@aol.com. Directions to Colmar Manor can be found on the 
Lafayette web site. 
 
MATH TEAM PREPARES FOR AMC-8 COMPETITION 
A team of fourth and fifth graders is preparing to participate in the “AMC-8” competition in November. 
Currently we are meeting on Monday mornings before school, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 to 1:30 
p.m. The exam is scheduled for November 17 at the UDC Auditorium, on the Van Ness campus. The problems 
are fun and challenging, and we learn a lot of math while working to solve them.   
 It is not too late to join this group! Fourth and fifth graders who would like to learn some new math, have 
fun with it, and get a bit of a challenge as well, are encouraged to get a permission form from Mr. Thurston or 
let their teacher know so that you can give it a try. 
 
 
LAFAYETTE BLOCK PARTY OCTOBER 24TH 
Please come to the Lafayette Block Party on Saturday, October 24 at 3:00 p.m. Crafts, bake sale, games, yard 
sale (weather permitting), and a moon bounce. Looking for ways to help? 

 - We need plastic kiddie pools and/or sand 

- Donate empty coffee cans and/ or small (gently used) toys for prizes – McDonalds prizes are just fine. 
Please deposit in box in Great Hall. 
- Underwrite an event – donate the bottled water, or soda, moon bounce, or other large ticket item. 
We’ll do the footwork, you just write the check!! (Remember it is tax deductable). 
- Set up a table for your own “yard sale” by contributing $15 per table. We provide tables, you sell 
your goods! 
- Bake something tasty for the bake sale. 
- Volunteer your time at the fair (contact your room parent for details). 
Please contact Eleni Shipe at Shipe@comcast.net or Gayle Moseley at gaylemoseley@starpower.net with 

any questions. 
 

 
BACKPACKS FOR IRAQ HUGE SUCCESS 
Last Saturday 18 boxes were shipped to Iraq packed with 58 backpacks filled with all the school supplies you so 
generously donated plus seven Lafayette bags filled with extra supplies for the teachers. These are some of the 
things we collected: 1000 pencils, 225 pens, 107 glue sticks, 72 boxes of colored pencils, 79 boxes of markers, 
145 boxes of crayons, 200+ erasers, tons of construction paper, 81 pairs of scissors, 58 pencil boxes, 58 pencil 
sharpeners, 100 notebooks, 70 composition books, 125 folders, and the list goes on …  As for cash, we 
collected $463.40 and used it to cover the shipping and handling. The shipment will arrive in Iraq in about 10 
days and will be there before the Iraqi children start school. 

Since we were able to send two backpacks per class, every class is getting a GOLDEN L! Thank you all so 
much for helping make this happen with such short notice. Once again, the Lafayette family made it happen!  
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TEACHERS PREPARE FOR RALLY; EVERYONE INVITED! Robert Thurston, WTU Building Rep 

The Washington Teachers Union, along with unions representing school support staff, is sponsoring a “Rally 
for Respect” on Thursday, October 8 at Freedom Plaza beginning at 4:30 p.m. The goal of the rally is to send a 
message that teachers and all school staff need to be treated respectfully as professionals. The rally is not just 
for teachers but also for parents, students, and other members of the school community, so we hope that many 
of you will join us on Thursday. 

The two biggest items of concern are the new evaluation system, called “IMPACT” and the huge RIF of 
200+ teachers. We are willing to be held accountable but we object to the imposition of a new evaluation 
system without adequate preparation and without input from the teachers’ union. We understand that some 
layoffs may be needed, but we object to the apparent “setup” of hiring 900 new teachers only to lay off over 200 
now; and we object to the arbitrary bypassing of rights guaranteed in our contract in favor of an imposed system 
for determining who is laid off.  

Lafayette, with a growing school population, will not be hit as hard by the layoffs as many other schools. 
But it would be a mistake to think Lafayette is an island of safety amid all this turmoil. Ms. Main has already 
had to spend most of a weekend filling out required (and exhaustive) evaluation forms, and all of us have to 
contend with the stress of the new evaluation system. We hope you will join us in showing our solidarity with 
the entire citywide public school workforce by joining us at Freedom Plaza on the 8th.  
Buses will be available to take folks to the march. If you would like to take the bus to the rally, please leave a 
note with building rep Bob Thurston or with your child’s teacher.  
 
FUNDRAISING NEWS     
 Please see attached notice about the latest Lafayette fundraiser, “Greenraising.” 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Free Notary Public Services – Lafayette parent Patricia V. Reardon-King will provide notary public services 
free to Lafayette families. Contact her at (202) 726-1134. 
*Great Workout with Fellow Lafayette Moms – Krucial Fitness Outdoor class, working out the Lafayette 
community since 2004. The next session starts Friday, October 2nd. Get your workout done before anybody 
else in your house is awake - MWF at 6:00 a.m., or wait until the kids are dropped off, MWF at 9:00 a.m. Free 
introductory week for new participants. Drop-ins are welcome. To register, contact Tonya  at (301) 346-3199 or 
twalton@upisa.com.  
*House Cleaning and Laundry - Responsible house cleaner, currently working for several Lafayette families, 
is available to clean your house and wash/fold your laundry. Please call Lourdes Gomez at 301-768-0392.  
*Social Skills Workshop - Noa’s Early Childhood Programs offers unique workshops for DC area children. 
The program is designed for children who want to meet and play with new friends, spend time outdoors, and 
develop social skills through interaction with nature. Through playful and creative enriching activities set 
outdoors, the program promotes social skills, communication, openness, self-confidence, and fine motor skills. 
The upcoming fall programs are 8 weeks long, for two hours each weekend and cost $245 for the entire session. 
Set outside in Rock Creek Park and based on inclusion and a creative spirit. Encourages a Warm and Open 
Atmosphere. Contact Noa Lehman at (301) 587-5044 or noaleh3@gmail.com Visit the website at: 
http://noaearlychildhoodprograms.freehostia.com. 
*Neighborhood Dog Boarding – Kristen Riley, CVT, will board your dog in her Chevy Chase home, close to 
Rock Creek Park. With a huge fenced-in yard, a large finished basement, and two friendly Boxers who have 
played with dogs big, little, young, old, Kristen offers dogs a fun and loving environment. Owners need to 
provide their own food and any type of bedding that the dog may be used to. In addition, Kristen is a certified 
veterinary technician and also offers a variety of veterinary services: vaccines, medication administration, minor 
wound care. Contact Kristen at kriley8@msn.com 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
About a week ago I received the October issue of the Washingtonian magazine.  In it was an article on the 100 
most influential women in Washington.  Among the lists of names were Supreme Court justices and college 
presidents.  Lawyers and doctors.  Influential members of government and business.  All very important, I’m 
sure.  But I have another group of influential women (and a few men) for the Washingtonian to consider:  
Elementary school teachers. 

When I thought about this column I asked several people about their first grade teacher.  Every single 
person I talked to could remember his or her first grade teacher.  Everyone was a woman and her name was 
right at the tip of each tongue. Most were described as somewhat old, but all teachers are REALLY old to 
6year-olds. They were described as kind and funny.  Some could play the piano and while playing the class 
marched around the classroom. But all were remembered. 

I remember Mrs. Anderson and especially the reading cards she used.  It was the era of Fun with Dick and 

Jane and the look-say method of teaching reading.  You looked at the word and then you said it.  You looked at 
it over and over again until, I guess, the word was branded into your brain and then you got to look at more 
cards. In fact the first word in the pre-primer book was “Look.” You read about the adventures of Dick, Jane, 
Sally, Spot and Puff. There was a teddy bear that Sally carried around all the time  And through the magic of 
Mrs. Anderson, eventually you learned several hundred words and one day were really reading.  Ask anyone 
over 55 and most will have had the same beginning experience. 

We now use other strategies to teach reading.  We have done much more research on what children need to 
know to be able to read.  Can they hear the individual sounds that make up words?  That comes first. So in 
kindergarten you hear children still listening to poems and learning word families.  The students create long lists 
of words that start with the same sound while they work on this skill. Then symbol sound correspondence takes 
place.  Some sounds are made up of more than one letter.  And English vowels can be a real challenge.  
Eventually even the inconsistencies of English (bomb, comb, tomb) are mastered and a child is really reading.  
And most of this is mastered under the guidance of elementary teachers who teach beginning reading. 

I’ll bet if you asked these 100 women about one of their teachers, they would have some stories, too.  It 
may not be their first grade one, but maybe someone in high school who encouraged them to go to college.  It 
may have been a college professor who helped them with a career. But I can’t imagine that there isn’t at least 
one teacher who sticks in their memories and isn’t thought about once in a while.  

So just once on a list of influential men, women or people in general I would like to see teachers listed.  
Not individually. There are way too many of us.  But just for once couldn’t teachers as a group make a list?  
Because just maybe there is some REALLY old lady sitting around saying, “I taught that little girl” when she 
read the list of names in the Washingtonian. And she is filled with pride for what her student has accomplished.  
Because in our own ways we are very influential people when we take small children and teach then to read, 
write, do math and learn about the world around them.  We start them off on the journeys that lead them to a 
future place we may never know about.  But we know we will be remembered just like we remember our 
teachers.  How wonderful is that? 
Other items: 

Parking is not allowed on the school side of Broad Branch Road from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Not even for 
morning drop off or afternoon pick-up. The street is too narrow for cars to pass and we are having problems 
using the cross walks, especially at the Oliver Street corner which does not have a crossing guard.  DC police 
will ticket your car if you are parked in that area.  You can park up and down Oliver and Northampton between 
Broad Branch and Nevada Street and then walk up to the school to drop off or pick up your child.  Or if they are 
in an upper grade they really can walk up the front steps or cross the park and get to their lines in the morning 
by themselves.   
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
 
You only have a few more days to help the environment while helping our 
school. Stock up on supplies for school and office, get your holiday 
shopping done early, and find a few things for yourself.  Check it out - 
you'll love what you see.  And remember: 40% of the purchase price will go 
to Lafayette.  Questions?  Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or 
Kim Gross (gross.kim@gmail.com) 
 
Don’t forget: 
 
� Checks should be made payable to: Lafayette Elementary School. 

 

� Please make sure that your order form is complete and accurate.  
Instructions are on the back. 

 
� Encourage your out-of-town friends and relatives to buy online and 

have orders shipped directly to them (you can do this, too!).  Our 
website link is:   

 

www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1156 
 

� Return the order forms and money by Friday, October 9, 2009 
  
� Be sure to check out the website (www.greenraising.com).  It has 

many more fabulous products to choose from than what is shown in the 
catalog! 

 
� You get free shipping if you submit your order form in the green box in 

the Great Hall.  Shipping charges apply to all on-line orders.  
 

 


