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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 14 (Wednesday) — Deadline for Greenraising catalog orders 
October  15 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting with Deal Principal Melissa Kim, 7 p.m. 
October 16 (Friday) — Picture Day (Individual) 
October 24 (Saturday) — Lafayette Block Party, 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Movie at 5:30 p.m. 
October 29 (Thursday) — Halloween parade and class parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 30 (Friday) — No School, professional day 
November 11 (Wednesday) — No School, Veterans Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Meeting the demands of a larger school (see page 5) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents 
This Thursday all parents and 4th- and 5th-grade students are invited to the HSA General Meeting with special 
guest Deal Principal, Dr. Melissa Kim. You won’t want to miss your chance to hear about Deal’s modernized 
building that boasts the latest technology like Mac workstations; several computer labs; specially designed 
science, music and dance classrooms; and a state-of-the art library and media center. Recent Lafayette graduates 
will be on the panel to answer questions. Our students should come prepared to ask all their burning questions. 
What are the lockers like? How’s the cafeteria food? Is there lots of homework? Is the Metrobus scary? Take 
this chance to put your future Deal student’s mind at ease!  
     We are finalizing some of the audio/visual system improvements from last year’s capital improvement 
project. This includes enhanced stage lighting and audio equipment. Additionally we will vote at Thursday’s 
meeting to approve additional improvements to the A/V systems in the cafetorium. 
     Another piece of great news: our new full-time school nurse, Natasha Henderson, has arrived! Lastly, many 
thanks to all of you for cooperating with our school’s parking regulations. For everyone’s safety, it’s imperative 
that no one park on the school-side of the street (from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or in the crosswalks. 
 
GREENRAISING: IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
Don’t despair! You still have a chance to help the environment while helping Lafayette! While the on-line drive 
has closed, we will be taking catalog orders through Wednesday, October 14. Remember: we get 40% of every 
sale! Checks should be made payable to Lafayette Elementary School. Forms can be dropped off in the green 
box in the Great Hall.  Questions? Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or Kim Gross 
(gross.kim@gmail.com). 
 
PICTURE DAY IS FRIDAY 
This Friday, October 16, is the day when we set up three mini-studios at Lafayette and record another milestone 
in our children’s lives— featuring the occasional gap-tooth smile or unruly cowlick. Although we can’t do 
anything about your child’s dental status or hairstyle, we are striving to improve the picture-ordering experience 
by bringing in a new vendor with expanded options. This year we have contracted with Blanton Studios, a local 
vendor that comes highly recommended from other schools in the area. You will now be able to either pre-order 
your photos as in years past or wait to see an online proof before you decide. There is also a wide range of 
ordering options, with small packages starting at just $12. Should you choose to pre-order, you will receive a 20 
percent discount on future orders. Look for the order form with the attached pre-payment envelope to arrive in 
today’s backpack express. 



Tuesday Bulletin 10-13-09 – page 2 

     Some tips to enhance the quality of your child’s photo: choose a solid colored top with minimal decorations 
over busy stripes or patterns (imagine how dated a Hannah Montana shirt will look in a few years). Blanton also 
recommends subdued shades of color which enhance facial tones and do not detract from expression; very 
bright colors can lighten or darken skin tones. Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep. Finally, please be 
on time on Friday, as the photographers will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m.  in order to be finished by lunch 
period.  
     If your child is absent on picture day or you are simply dissatisfied with your first proofs, please note that 
picture make-ups will take place on November 20, with delivery guaranteed by the holidays. Check out Blanton 
Studios on the Web at: http://blantonstudio.com. If you have questions feel free to contact Suzanne Vieth at 
msvieth@verizon.net.  
 
LAFAYETTE CROSS COUNTRY TEAM NEWS — Coach Robert Thurston 
Saturday, October 10—Twenty-three Lafayette runners helped to kick off the DCIAA Invitational Meet today, 
and even though their races were considered “developmental” (i.e. no team or individual prizes), they gave a 
solid performance and showed that they are the team to beat. Nick Neptune won the two-mile boys’ race in 
14:15, and Lionel Kearse grabbed third place in 14:33. Alexei Girdis, Alex Joyce-Johnson, and Stephen 
Berg took 6th through 8th places; Carl Johnson, Ben Wallach, and Eric Meade finished 10th through 12th. 
Joe Inglima came smiling across the finish in 14th, followed by Kyle Clemente and Michael Foose in 15th 
and 16th. Jacob Weitzner, who finished in a walk at the first meet, finished proudly in 21st place to get all of 
our boys into the top two-thirds of the race.  
     Charlotte Oakley won the girls’ race in a great time of 15:44, followed very closely by Mei Copacino in 
15:51. It’s been a while since the girls’ race has gone under 15 minutes on this course! Danielle Breslow and 
Zola Canady completed a Lafayette sweep of the top four places. Johanna Pereyra, Zola Bzdek and Ruby 
Shevlin finished in 8th through 10th place. Sophie Weich, Natalie Seablom, Kayla Miller, and Nicole 
Chatman completed our honor roll of finishers, all of them finishing with a great kick. 
     It is really gratifying to see Lafayette graduates doing well at higher levels: Alex Ganote, Colin Trinity, 
Nathan Kovar, Ryan and Daniel Katz, Belize Saunders, Tao Marwell, Jacinda Miller, and Charlotte Hovland 
did well in the middle school events; Wilson’s runners included Oliver Nedab, Kaycee Malone, Noah Howard, 
and Alex Morales-Sanz; representing School Without Walls were Mariama Taifa-Seitu and the high school 
boys winner, Simon Gigli.  
     Our athletes get their next crack at the tough Fort Dupont course in two weeks, at the DCIAA 
Developmental Meet on October 24. But as they practice for that one, at least most of them will know that they 
have successfully faced down the toughest course of the cross country season. 
 
FROM THE LIBRARY— Judith McIntosh, Librarian 
The Accelerated Reader program is open and available to all Lafayette readers in grades 1-6. Students continue 
to learn in the lower grades about the program. In grades 1-3, we read a book and take a practice quiz together. 
Every student gets a chance to complete one quiz with the class during library time. We have Accelerated 
Reader quizzes on fiction and nonfiction books. Also, the book does not have to come from the Lafayette 
library. Just about any book found at home, bookstore, or your local library will have an Accelerated Reader 
quiz that a student may take, this includes the “Step Into Reading” books and Picture Books which  
usually have a .5 point value. So you can see that a student in a lower grade really works hard for his or her 
points. 
     Quizzes can be taken on classroom computers at the teacher's discretion, in the library with Ms. McIntosh 
before and after school, during library visits or DEAR time. Quizzes can also be taken with Ms. Echave. If you 
would like to know more about the program or take a quiz with your child, please feel free to drop by the library 
before or after school, no appointment needed. I would be happy to personally walk you through the process of 
taking a quiz. Students here at Lafayette are reading more, taking quizzes and accumulating points. 
     This is September's list of students who are the top point earners in the school. There are top three winners in 
every class and a few ties. Ms. Echave and I would like to say congratulations to all the students listed here. As 
of September 30, these are the Accelerated Reader standings. 
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Fifth-Graders: 
Ms. Betz--65 points 
Top Readers--Kayla Howard, 18; Caleigh Bartash, 11; Stephen Berg, 9 
 
Mr. Gregal--228 points 
Top Readers: Michael Foose,114; Joseph Spaeth, 31; Christopher Hamman, 21 
 
Mr. Jewett--143 points 
Top Readers: John Szulc-Donnell, 67; Ruby Shevlin, 27; Julia Agostino, 22 
 
Fourth Graders: 
Ms. Fratto--369 
Top Readers: William Ruppert, 141; Tsega-Ab Abera, 93; Jane Angel, 50 
  
Ms. Freund--210 
Top Readers: Alison Willsey, 34; Michael Edgell, 33; Jacob Weitzner, 33 
  
Ms. Kennedy--308 points 
Top Readers: Isaac Frumkin, 167; Benjamin Korn, 52; Hayden Byrnes, 40 
  
Ms. Shapiro--61 points 
Cole Maner, 28; Carl Morison, 22 
 
Third Graders: 
Ms. Jensen--168 points 
Top Readers: Talia Zitner, 53; Peter Colevas, 30; Walt Johnson, 21 
  
Ms. Kushnir--136 points 
Top Readers: Kerry Gionis, 96; Andrew Norman, 26; Sarah Cooper, 4 
            
Ms. Tepfer--256 points 
George Miller, 104; Joshua Taubman, 82; Avery Branton, 33 
 
Ms. Yedwab--152 points 
Top Readers: Marc Brown, 62; Ellida Parker, 26; Anna Ganote 21; Brendan Smith, 21 (tie) 
 
Second graders: 
 Ms. Breslin--61 
Torin O'Brien, 39; Yonatan Dawit, 6; Dawson Byrd, 4; Noah Gold, 4 (tie) 
 
Ms. Harn--4 points 
Maya Canady, 2; Alexandra Waterman, 1 
 
Ms. Nickel--42 points 
Top Readers: Brendan Klein, 18; James Rogan, 7; Emma Younger, 6 
 
Ms. Stanton--104 
Top Readers: Madeline Gold, 27; Elise Reeder, 13; Maren Dunn, 18 
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First Graders: 
Ms. Baldwin--64 points 
Top Readers: Andrew Burris, 24; London Gracey, 18; Madeline Vassalo, 12 
  
 Ms. Cobb--5 points 
 Top Readers: Marleigh Ausbrooks, 1.8; Alexander Maner, 1.5 
 
Ms. Howard-- 2.6 points 
Top Readers: Alissa Simon 1 
 
Ms. Phillips--1.5 points 
(all students scores under 1 point) 
  
 Ms. Stoffa--23 points 
 Lilian Zhou, 15; Angeline Daniels-Arnold, 3; Oliver Lewis, 3 (tie) 
  
Wow, Look at these scores. Please remember that picture books and similar books are worth .5 points, so it 
takes 2 books and 2 perfect scores to get that one point. We are looking forward to the October scores!! 
  
ARTS INTEGRATION AT LAFAYETTE — Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 
At the beginning of the school year, our music teacher, Mrs. Stump, and our art teacher, Mrs. McLaughlin, and I 
visited with every grade level to discuss how we would coordinate integration of the arts in every grade.  
Almost every grade, 1–5, will have an “informance” to demonstrate what they’ve learned in one of their social 
studies units which will include music, drama, visual arts, and storytelling.   
     Through the DC Arts & Humanities Education Collaborative’s Arts for Every Student (AFES) program, 
almost every grade has been scheduled for a free field trip with transportation provided. In some cases it wasn’t 
free but we were still able to reserve tickets. The various performances include: Disney’s Mulan, Ferdinand the 
Bull, Knuffle Bunny, Duke Ellington’s Washington, Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, and Barrio Girl. Field trips 
have also been planned to visit Discovery Theater. 
     Fourth and fifth grade will be visiting the Smithsonian American Art Museums and second grade will visit 
the Natural History Museum to view and participate in exhibits that correlate with their art and social studies 
standards. 
     Several teachers participated in a “Pages” workshop, taught by Laura Pajor, Pre-K teacher, to learn how to 
create newsletters for their classes to keep parents informed. 
     Because we are a Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) School, forty-three staff members have 
registered to take 50 classes/workshops either at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, here at 
Lafayette, or at other CETA schools. Eighteen teachers will work with Kennedy Center Arts Coaches 
throughout the year to bring different art integration techniques into their classrooms. 
     David Gregal, fifth-grade teacher, was accepted into a unique music integration residency through the Choral 
Arts Society of Washington, the topic of which is the civil rights movement and the legacy of Dr. King. 
     A Swing Dance instructor will be coming in to teach the art of swing dancing to our fifth-graders as a part of 
their American Experience social studies standards, P.E., and music standards. 
     The United States Marine Band Brass Quintet performed for our first, fourth and fifth grades this week, 
incorporating history and music lessons. Through our partnership with the National Symphony Orchestra, other 
musicians will also be coming to perform. 
     I have been working with some classes by teaching arts integrated lessons and applying these techniques 
during our RTI/WIN times. Teachers throughout the building are using some of these same techniques and 
more, such as Tableau, Storytelling, Puppetry, Tin Can Poetry, Imaginary Journey, and Moving Through Math, 
to help our students learn by exploring connections between the arts and other subject areas. 
     While all of this is going on, a Strategic Planning Committee made up of Mrs. Main, teachers, a parent and I, 
has been collaborating with the Kennedy Center staff and other CETA schools to share information on how to 
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help our students engage in a creative process which connects with other subject areas and addresses the 
different learning modalities of our students. 
     That’s how we’re integrating the arts here, at Lafayette. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
I get a lot of questions about the size of Lafayette. So many students, so many staff members. Isn’t it 
overcrowded? How do you deal with so many different people each day? How many are too many? For ten 
years I either worked in or with large comprehensive high schools of well over 1500 students. So 500-600 
students really didn’t seem that big to me. But for the first time, this year it does seem like a lot of people are 
here and it seems harder to meet the demands of the job in a timely manner. So the recent budget changes in 
DCPS are going to give us an opportunity to do some program changes and make some staffing adjustments this 
year.   
     For the past eight years my husband has served as our computer wizard. He really does have a real job, 
running his own consultant business. He develops enormous data tracking systems, mostly for large insurance 
companies. Before that he was the brains behind the development of the former Washington Post company 
Legislate. But since my arrival, every other week he comes up to school late in the afternoon and most 
weekends and tries to keep the Lafayette computers up and running. Sets up the Smart Boards and technology 
carts. Downloads software, works with the DC technology office with new installations, works with teachers on 
how to use new applications. He has even had his own Lafayette Geek Squad of older students that he used one 
year to install new bookmarks on all teacher computers. But in a school this size with so many computers, it has 
gotten to be too much for a part-timer. So in the next few weeks we are going to be looking for a day time 
wizard to join our staff.   
     We have an amazing office staff at Lafayette. How they get everything done amazes me. The phone rings 
and people come to the desk constantly. Yet somehow Mrs. Bright and Ms. Walker manage to get things done. 
But they almost never get a chance to take any kind of break during the day or have anything that looks like 
lunch unless it is at their desks. Next week is our audit check and Mrs. Bright is hard at work making sure we 
have all the paperwork ready for the auditor’s visit. As she does every year,  she has been taking paperwork 
home over the weekend to get us our fourth year with a perfect audit. And is anyone has to be gone, it is 
amazing how many other people are pressed into service to help with the front desk. So we’re thinking about 
adding an additional staff member to the front office to help us keep up with the work load. 
     The teachers, other staff members and I have just started working with the new DCPS performance 
assessment system, Impact. If there is one thing that may do me in, this may be it. Two write-ups each year for 
all support staff, three observations and write-ups for each teacher. Conferences with each. The first 62 (yep, 
that’s how many staff members are here) are due December 1. For the next few weeks, that’s pretty much all I 
will be doing. Only principals and assistant principals can do the observations and complete the paperwork and 
I don’t really see how I can do all of this by myself and continue to do all the other things necessary to keep 
Lafayette up and running. So we are going to begin to actively look for an assistant principal to join us at 
Lafayette to help with the work load.  
     Yes, Lafayette is big. When I first arrived here it seemed I learned the name of each and every student. No 
more. Just too many. I used to write comments at the end of the year on every child’s report card. Can’t do that 
any more and besides they are being done on computers. There are so many new staff members this year that it 
took me a while to figure out who they all are and where they go. We can’t all fit in the Great Hall any more for 
assemblies. More activities are being divided between primary and intermediate students. We need four lunch 
periods and cover every square inch of the playground and field. But no matter how big Lafayette gets at least 
one thing stays the same. Every student still knows me! 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Double-jogger for sale. Blue One-Step jogger with canopy, holds at least 150 lbs. Can hold two 6-year-olds 
plus bags. Quickly folds up flat to go in car trunk. Quick-release wheels in great condition. No rust, some 
surface dirt. Garage kept! $75 OBO. Call Virginia at 255-5123. 
*5K race. The 2nd annual VAMOS 5K Race to benefit Oyster-Adams Bilingual and Marie Reed Elementary 
Schools will take place on Sunday October 18, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. This unique, fast, and challenging course 
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through the Woodley Park neighborhood is USATF-certified and features a Children's Fun Run, age-group 
awards, and Chrono Track timing. Get fit and support your local schools! Register today at www.vamos5k.com. 
*Boot camp expanded to Turtle Park. Come join an intense but fun boot camp class at Lafayette Elementary 
and now at Turtle Park. Train for core strength, cardio, balance and agility. 60 minute classes for as little as $14 
each. Session extended to mid-December. Lafayette classes: M, W, F  at 9 a.m.; Tues., Thurs. at 6 a.m. Turtle 
Park classes: Tues, Thurs at 9 a.m. Details and pricing at www.secondwindtraining.com/bootcamp. 
*Attention teachers. Come enjoy your own “Night at the Museum!” Free classroom resources, demonstrations, 
refreshments and more are available for educators at Smithsonian Teachers Night, taking place at the Natural 
History Museum on Friday, October 23 from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Come learn about the rich resources the 
Smithsonian has to offer! Registration is free— just visit teachersnight.org. 
*Fantastic Nanny available for afternoon hours. Our loving nanny of 6 years will be available soon for 
afternoon/early evening hours. We no longer need her full-time, and would love to help her fill in the hours. 
Currently she stays with us until 6 p.m., and we will not need her after 3 p.m. M-F. She has been a wonderful 
asset to our family— has a car, a clean driving record and is very reliable and responsible. Please contact me at 
skgrabarz@earthlink.net if you would like to have more information about this opportunity. 
*Have you lost anything lately? Maybe your car keys, eye glasses or your sun glasses? Check with Ms. 
Bright— she may have them. 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.  
 
 


