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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 29 (Thursday) — Halloween parade and class parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 29 (Thursday) — End of first term 
October 30 (Friday) — No School, professional development day 
November 2 (Monday) — Book Fair (all week) 
November 11 (Wednesday) — No School, Veterans Day 
November 13 (Friday) — Report cards issued 
November 20 (Friday) — Picture Retake/Make-up Day 
November 26 & 27 (Thursday and Friday) — No School, Thanksgiving holiday 
  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Too Ghoul for School …  (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  

If you made it to the annual fall block party this past Saturday you realized that our community knows how to 
have fun indoors or out. Despite the rain forcing us move the party indoors, we had a record turnout for the 
moon bounce, games and music in the gym; face painting in the Great Hall; arts/crafts in cafeteria; and our first-
ever yard sale in the First Grade hallway. The movie Monsters vs. Aliens drew a huge crowd of children (and 
more than a few parents!) munching on licorice and snacks. The day was a huge success, and our thanks go to 
the event co-chairs Gayle Moseley and Eleni Shipe. 

On Tuesday of last week, Child’s Play hosted the author Michael Scott at the school. The cafeteria was 
filled with parents and kids who are fans of the Irish author’s Alchemyst series that feature the Immortal 
Nicholas Flamel. You can find out more about the popular series at: http://www.dillonscott.com/index.htm. 

Many of you probably noticed that the Pre-k/K playground renovation broke ground on Thursday!  We will 
keep you all updated on the exciting progress. 

A few reminders:  First, Scholastic book orders are due this week. Second, this Thursday, October 29, will 
be the all-school Halloween parade around the track at 10:00 a.m. with class Halloween parties starting 
immediately after (if your child has allergies or food restrictions, please pack them an appropriate snack/treat).  
School will be letting out early that day at 12:15 p.m. And lastly, there is no school on Friday, October 30 due 
to a staff development day. 

We hope you all have a safe and festive Halloween! 
 
FROM THE LIBRARY – Judith McIntosh, Librarian 
The Fall 2009 Book Fair will officially begin Monday, November 2 and continue through Friday, November 6. 
Last year's fair was a great success. Although our opening is planned for November 2, we are hoping for an 
earlier opening on October 28 if the books are delivered early. All students are visiting the book fair with their 
classes. In addition, we will be open from 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m. every day.  

We are still looking for a few volunteers to work the morning or afternoon shift. Please come by the library 
if you are interested in helping with the book fair. 
 
FROM THE ARTS INTEGRATION TEAM – Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Specialist 
This week we were visited by the principals of the four elementary schools designated by the Chancellor as Arts 
Integration Schools. After an introduction that included a Power Point about what it means to be a Changing 
Education Through the Arts (CETA) school, they were given a tour of classrooms where teachers were using 



Tuesday Bulletin 10-27-09 – page 2 

various arts integration techniques to meet their objectives. Mrs. Yedwab’s third graders were learning to 
recognize patterns in multiplication by tapping out the beats. Ms. Stoffa’s first graders were identifying details 
in a story using “Clay and Sculptor.” The students were paired after reading the story and took turns being the 
“clay” and the “sculptor”, shaping each other like a picture in the story, including facial expressions. Ms. 
Shapiro’s kindergartners learned to recognize rhyming words while constructing a poem using “Tin Can 
Poetry.”  We ended in Mrs. Baldwin’s first grade, where they too were using “Tin Can Poetry” to create poems 
and increase their fluency. After a whirlwind of a morning, we reconvened to reflect on all they had seen and 
they were speechless—literally. One principal remarked, “I have no words. It’s just so impressive.” Impressive 
to the point that they all want to send their teachers here to see how we’re integrating the arts, not just for arts’ 
sake, but for learning’s sake.   

In Mrs. Fratto’s fifth grade, we listened to Native American chants and constructed our own to perform 
during the Fifth Grade Pow Wow. My second grade WIN time group created tableaus of scenes and characters 
in their reading story to identify the beginning, middle, and end while identifying and distinguishing major and 
minor characters. 

Fourth and fifth graders have mastered “Pages” on the Macs to produce the Bear Facts and Sports Extreme 
newspapers. 

We hosted the first session of the CETA course, “Puppetry: A Key to Making Inferences from Literature 
and History.” 

These are just some of the highlights of the week, but teachers are using the arts to teach all over Lafayette, 
not for the sake of art, but using art for the sake of learning. 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIALS UPDATE – Andrea Perll, Early Childhood Specials Teacher 
Pre-K and Kindergarten students have been very motivated and excited during Art, Music, and PE. In Art we 
have explored various types of lines:  curvy, straight, zig-zag, and spiral. Kindergarten students explored how 
lines can show movement in artwork and Pre-K students explored thick lines and thin lines in art. Kindergarten 
students integrated their knowledge of lines in art with their ability to travel along certain pathways during PE. 
Through an interactive “imaginary journey” Kindergarten students moved along straight, curvy, and zig-zag 
pathways as they pretended to swim through the ocean to search for treasure.  

During PE we have also focused on moving on different levels (high, medium, and low), tossing and 
catching beanbags, and locomotor skills such as galloping and hopping.  

In our Music classes, both grades have explored the following elements of music:  high and low, loud and 
soft, and fast and slow. We also learned about texture in music and connected the lesson to creating texture in 
artwork. After comparing music with thick texture to music with thin texture, students created crayon rubbings 
with “visual” texture and collages/pictures with “real” texture. 

In preparation for the Kindergarten field trip to see Native American dancing in November, the students 
have learned some Native American songs. Literature was also integrated with music through the telling of 
some Native American folk legends. We will also be exploring some Native American artwork. Arts Integration 
is alive and well in Early Childhood Special subjects! 
 
PICTURE DAY A SUCCESS – Suzanne Vieth, Picture Coordinator 
On Friday, October 16, three professional photographers from Blanton Studios transformed the Great Hall, the 
Cafetorium stage and the foyer outside the gym into mini portrait studios, with each photographer snapping 
more than 200 portraits! From the perspective of the volunteers, these photographers were real pros, deftly 
positioning chins and shoulders and coaxing smiles out of even the shyest students. Hopefully when you receive 
the portrait proof in your child’s backpack you’ll be pleased with the results. If not, or if your student was 
absent on Picture Day, please note that retake day is scheduled for Friday, November 20.  

A few more updates and reminders:  First, proofs will be coming via backpack express within the next two 
weeks or so. If you wrote a check and sent it in but for some reason it did not get handed off to Blanton Studios 
(i.e., the student forgot to hand their envelope to the teacher), simply keep your check and plan on ordering your 
package online once the proofs are in. Proofs should be available to view online (www.blantonstudio.com) by 
the time the hard copy reaches you. You can also go online to check out the wide selection of items that you can 
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have customized with your child’s image in addition to the formal portraits—a new twist, perhaps, on holiday 
gifts for the grandparents.  

Finally, a big thank you to the volunteers who spent hours helping the photographers with crowd control, 
collar straightening, hair combing and hand sanitizing:  Rhonda Dahlkemper; Diana Rojas and Michela Silvia. 

 
CROSS COUNTRY REPORT – Bob Thurston, Cross Country Team Coach 

DCIAA Developmental Meet, Fort Dupont Park 

Saturday, October 24--The promised rain held off until late in the afternoon, and instead there was a virtual rain 
of Lafayette finishers in the races. Nick Neptune won the elementary boys' division in a time of 14:09, his and 
this season's best so far. Lionel Kearse (3rd in 14:51), Alexei Girdis, (5th in 15:51), Aaron King (7th, 16:16), 
and Carl Johnson (10th, 16:38) completed our top five. Ben Wallach and Eric Meade ran 11th and 12th; our 
other finishers were Kyle Clemente (16), Michael Foose (19), Joe Inglima (21), Jacob Weitzner (29), and 
Martin Haggray (30). Altogether 48 boys finished the race. 

In the girls' race, Mei Copacino notched her first-ever win in 16:15, with Sierra Lewter also under 17 
minutes in 16:40. Alex Hannah was right behind in third. A runner from Horace Mann got fourth place, but 
Lafayette claimed the next four spots: Zola Canady, Zola Bzdek, Danielle Breslow, and Johanna Pereyra 
placed fifth through eighth respectively. Sophie Weich finished 20th with a time almost two minutes faster than 
her previous best, while Ruby Shevlin (22), Maya Lewis (25), and Claire Shaw (26) formed the rest of our 
team in this race, which had 39 finishers in all.  

For the most part it was a good day for Lafayette graduates. Will Oakley of Alice Deal won the middle 
school boys' race, with Alex Ganote, Colin Trinity, Nathan Kovar, Drew Cave, and Ethan Tanen 

contributing to the dominating Deal team. In the middle school girls’ event, Rose Marshall and Sahna 

Sabbakhan placed second and fifth respectively. Mariama Taifa-Seitu took fourth in the high school girls’ 
race, while Noah Howard was fifth for high school boys, with Oliver Nedab and Kristopher Malone joining 
Noah on Wilson’s top five. Simon Gigli was leading the race when he twisted his ankle and fell down in pain. 
We wish him a speedy recovery.  

Next is the East-West Championship Meet on October 31. Complete results on the web site.  
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It was quite a day for the Fall Block Party. With the temperatures in the seventies it felt more like Spring Fair 
outside. And then came the torrential downpours all afternoon. The fair organizers made the call early in the day 
to move indoors and a great call it was. But we sure were packed into the building … and the largest crowd ever 
stayed to watch the movie at 5:30. But clean-up took place in record breaking speed and we were out of the 
building by 8:00 p.m. 

This week Halloween takes over with a parade and parties on the calendar for Thursday morning.  
Halloween was a big deal for kids when I was growing up. But not like it is today. At the most for decoration 
we had a carved Jack-o-lantern on the front stoop. Today there are orange lights, door decorations and big blow-
up spooks in yards all over town. Our costumes were homemade with maybe one or two things from the five- 
and-dime. Now there are Halloween stores that open shop in August with just about everything you can think of 
for sale. We did the rounds of neighbors’ houses but many of the treats were things you no longer see anymore 
like homemade popcorn balls or cookies. As a parent I made my share of Halloween costumes. One year it was 
a great pumpkin for my daughter. My son was into Star Wars characters. There were parties and parades at their 
elementary school with a large crowd of parents taking lots of pictures that needed to go to Moto-Photo right 
away so we could see them hopefully in an hour.   

 So this Thursday new Halloween memories will be made at Lafayette. It’s a half-day of school so at 10:00 
we will change into all kinds of creatures as we have our annual Halloween parade. What a motley crew we will 
turn into as we march through Lafayette Park. What will be the most popular costumes this year? Will you be 
able to recognize your teacher?  Will all the early childhood staff come with some sort of unified theme? Will 
Mr. Thurston come as some obscure arithmetic concept?  

 So why all the fuss about Halloween?  I think it is the idea that children get an opportunity to face their 
fears in a safe and protected manner. As gross and disgusting as some of the costumes will be, very few children 
are really scared. Teachers and even principals can dress up like old, ugly witches and get a great laugh from 
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their students. It is a day to pretend you are something completely different from whom you really are. Or to 
pretend to be something you really want to be.   

The world is still a very scary place to children with monsters under the bed and in the closet. Ms. McIntosh 
has been sharing a new picture book, I Need My Monster during read-aloud time in the library the last few 
weeks. Other Halloween themed books have been flying off the shelves. Fairy tales still have big, bad wolves, 
wicked stepmothers, poisoned apples, and fearsome dragons. Wizards and sorceresses are big sellers for our 
older readers.   

So join us for the fun on Thursday morning as we line up by the flagpole and head through Lafayette Park.  
You will see the normal line up of pirates, firemen, princesses and mermaids. But let me tell you what the 
scariest sight of all will be:  when all 700 of us finally end up circling the track behind the school at the end of 
the parade. That will cause a few gasps from the crowd.   Happy Halloween! 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Temple Sinai Nursery School is now accepting applications for the “mid-year class for 2’s” beginning 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2010. The class is open to children who will turn two by December 31, 2009. 
Please email Anita at nurseryschool@templesinaidc.org or call 202-362-3836 to receive your application. 
Upon review of your application, we will let you know immediately if your child will be part of our 
program in January. 

• HoopEd is offering a one-day mini All Sports and Games Camp for the upcoming teacher professional 
development day on October 30. Camp will be held right at Lafayette in the gym and on the fields! Camp 
runs from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and boys and girls ages 6-13 are welcome. And it is just $50 for the day. For 
more information or to register online go to www.hoopeducation.com. 

• Too much Halloween candy?  We will be donating all extra candy to a homeless shelter where we work.  
You can leave donations on the porch of 3506 Quesada Street (between Nevada and Broad Branch).  Or call 
to arrange a time for your donation.  Call Wendy at 202/607-4267.  Thanks! 
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 12:15 pm THURSDAY.   

 


