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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
November 2 (Monday) — Book Fair (all week) 
November 11 (Wednesday) — No School, Veterans Day 
November 13 (Friday) — Report cards issued 
November 20 (Friday) — Picture Retake/ Make-up  Day 
November 26 & 27 (Thursday and Friday) — No School, Thanksgiving holiday 
December 7 (Monday) – No School, Parent/ Teacher Conference Day 
December 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – What is WIN time? (see page 2) 

 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  

Every year I am amazed and thrilled by our Lafayette community at our Halloween Parade.  The kids are 
always so excited and even sometimes a bit frightened, the teachers are so enthusiastic, and the parents have 
expressions showing so much love and affection for their children.  Even though this was probably my 
twentieth Lafayette Halloween Parade, I felt lucky to be at exactly the right place at the right time. 

A former Lafayette parent, Len Jewler (his son was in the class of 2000), just completed an analysis to 
determine the impact of public versus private high school education on college enrollments of graduates of 
Lafayette Elementary School.  The analysis examined the Lafayette classes of 2000, 2001, and 2002, which 
graduated from high school in 2006, 2007, and 2008 respectively.  As in a prior 2007 study, this one 
investigated whether there was a difference in the rankings of the colleges and universities that enrolled 
Lafayette graduates who had attended public high schools versus those who attended private high schools. The 
results show that there is no significant difference in the rankings of the colleges and universities where students 
were enrolled based on public versus private high school attendance.    

We believe the results of the study will be interesting to the families of the Lafayette students who are 
considering their options for post-elementary school education.  Looking forward, Mr. Jewler has obtained the 
data for the Lafayette graduating class of 2003 and will be incorporating it into an expanded four-year analysis.  
There is now a link to the complete study posted on our Lafayette website: http://www.lafayettehsa.org/. 

 
SPRING AUCTION VOLUNTEERS:  FIRST MEETING THIS WEDNESDAY 
This is the big kick-off meeting for all Auction Committee Chairs and anyone interested in volunteering for the 
Spring Auction.  The meeting will be held this Wednesday, November 4th from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at 
Lafayette.  We’ll meet in the upstairs portion of the Library.   This is an important meeting for all category 
chairs:  we’ll hand out donation databases and instruct everyone on a new online donation component.  We still 
have opportunities for anyone who’d like to join our team!  For details, contact co-chairs, Michelle Dolge 
(michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Kristin Willsey (kwillsey@verizon.net). 
 
THANK YOU TO OUR PROMOTIONAL SPONSORS 
Lafayette Elementary School would like to thank Barston’s Child Play owners Simmie and Steve Aarons, and 
Andra Grama and Mike Senko, of Long and Foster Real Estate, for signing on as  promotional sponsors of the 
2009-10 year.  Support from our business community enhances our school programs and events.  For more 
information about Lafayette’s Promotional Sponsorship Package, contact Sabrina Neptune or Diana Rojas. 
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LAFAYETTE WINS WEST DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIPS – Coach Thurston   
Fort Dupont Park, Saturday, October 31st — You know about Trick-or-Treat, but what about Trick and Treat? 
The trick: the start times were not the ones Mr. T told the runners and families, but later, after the high school 
events. Thanks to Ms. Lewter and Ms. Neptune who started phoning folks, most of our athletes got the word 
and adjusted their schedules, while those who didn’t were able to give their parents an extensive tour of the 
course. This confusion was entirely due to inattention on the part of the coach, who had been informed about 
the change but had not, shall we say, fully absorbed the information (hmm, don’t we say that about our students 
sometimes?).  

The treat: our athletes ran excellent races and brought home the team championships for the West division!  
Nick Neptune won the boys’ race in his best time yet, 14:05 for the two mile course and more than a minute 
ahead of the Stuart Hobson runner in second place. Lionel Kearse (3rd in 15:30) led a string of Lafayette 
runners: Alexei Girdis (4th, 15:42); Ben Wallach (5th, 16:08); Eric Meade (6th, 16:28); and Carl Johnson 
(7th, 16:35). Kyle Clemente set a PR (personal record) of 17:25 for the course and finished in 12th place, 
putting our whole squad in the top half of the field. Also recording PR’s today were Ben, Eric, and Nick. 
Mei Copacino finished with a PR of 15:20, winning the race and leading a sweep of the top four places. Sierra 

Lewter (2nd, 16:11) and Zola Bzdek (3rd, 18:00) also cut about half a minute from their best times. Zola 

Canady (4th, 18:00) formed part of the “double Zola” special effect. Danielle Breslow (6th, 19:05) and Ruby 

Shevlin (12th, 22:43) completed the Lafayette performance for the day. Unfortunately, Charlotte Oakley had 
breathing trouble and had to drop out after the first loop. We think she’ll be back in form next week. 

The other part of the treat was that for once, our runners were able to watch the high school races—an 
inspiring spectacle for fourth and fifth graders, and definitely a treat for their coach who remembers coaching 
some of these high school stars approximately a few weeks ago when they were at Lafayette.  In another few 
weeks (approximately), today’s fourth and fifth graders will be in high school (trust me on this one, parents).  

Meanwhile, in the slightly nearer future, we are all looking forward to the grand finale next week.  All of 
our athletes will either be in the A Team race or the B Team race, with one more chance to run a new PR on this 
tough course.  If you’re looking for some entertainment, inspiration, or just a great sporting event, why not 
come on out to Fort Dupont Park next Saturday to cheer them on!  
 
FROM THE LIBRARY – Ms. McIntosh, Librarian 
The Scholastic Book Fair is up and running this week. We are open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. every day this week. 
Your student will be visiting with his or her class.  The recommended amount of money to bring is $10 in a 
sealed plastic bag with his/ her name on it.  All students should have received a flyer of just a few of the books 
that are at the fair this year.  

I would like to thank all the parents and students who have donated their used books to the library.  I 
catalog them quickly and they are circulating among students. You are substantially increasing the number of 
volumes that this library has in its collection. We are now well over 26,000 volumes.  This is an amazing 
number and I must say this is a collection that has few rivals.  The students and I thank you. 

Accelerated Reader News for October:  Wow, what a month!!  This month flew by as more and more 
students are reading and earning points.  There are some new names on the list and a few students who have 
already earned well over 100 points.  There are a number of great point earners who haven’t made the list yet, 
but they are moving up fast.  We want to recognize all the students who are earning points, so this month a 
dragon will be going up with all the names of students who have earned points.  Each student will get a dragon 
“scale” with his/her name and points earned.  We will be changing the scales every month as the points increase 
and adding new names. 

Please remember that most of our younger students are earning .5 for one book.  So a student with 10 
points has read and passed at least 20 quizzes.  All students can take a quiz from 8 a.m. to 8:40 a.m. or during 
their library visits, in their classroom if time allows, during DEAR time, and after school.  For the month of 
November, students in first through third grades will have DEAR time in library from 1 p.m. to1:30 p.m. on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Our fourth and fifth graders have DEAR time from 1 p.m. to1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  If you would like to learn more about this great reading program, come see me before 
or after school or send a note to the teacher if you think your child needs to have some private time with me to 
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better acquaint him/ her with the program.  I have been working with all students in first through fifth grades on 
this program when they visit the library but I am happy to give additional time and encouragement. 

So here we go with the scores!! 
Fifth Grade 
Ms. Betz: Total Points--271 
Top Scores: Alex Joyce-Johnson, 106; Mason Strazzella, 32; Isabel Roessner-Lopez, 28 
Mr. Gregal: Total Points--228 
Top Scores:  Michael Foose, 114; Joseph Spaeth, 31; Christopher Hamman, 21 
Mr. Jewett: Total Points--148 
Top Scores: John Szulc-Donnell, 67; Ruby Shevlin, 27; Julia Agostino, 22 
Fourth Grade 
Ms. Fratto:  Total Points--476 
Top Scores: William Ruppert, 160; Tsega-Ab Abera, 138; Jane Angel, 53 
Ms. Freund:  Total Points--296 
Top Scores:  Jacob Weitzner, 50; Christopher Norman, 44; Michael Edgell, 42 
Ms. Kennedy:  Total Points--425 
Top Scores:  Isaac Frumkin, 223; Benjamin Korn, 64; Zola Canady, 58 
Ms. Shapiro:  Total Points--76 
Top Scores:  Carl Morison, 37; Cole Maner, 28 
Third Grade 
Ms. Jensen:  Total Points--238 
Top Scores:  Zachary Neville, 56; Talia Zitner, 53; Peter Colevas, 33 
Ms. Kushnir:  Total Points--261 
Top Scores: Kerry Gionis, 137; Sarah Cooper, 31; Andrew Norman, 27 
Ms. Tepfer: Total Points--400 
Top Scores:  George Miller, 108; Ashan Kiridena, 102; Joshua Taubman, 102; (tie); Avery Branton, 33 
Ms. Yebwab: Total Points--277 
Top Scores: Marc Brown, 90; Ellida Parker, 58; Anna Ganote, 37 
Second Grade 
Ms. Breslin: Total Points--84 
Top Scores: Torin O’Brien, 51; Iona Volnyets, 6; Yonatan Dawit, 5; Catherine Hammes, 5 
Ms. Harn: Total Points--10 
Top Scores: Alexandra Waterman, 3; Maya Canady, 2 
Ms. Nickel: Total Points--57 
Top Scores: Brendan Klein, 17; Emma Younger, 12; James Rogan, 8 
Ms. Stanton:  Total Points--145 
Top Scores: Madeline Gold, 44; Maren Dunn, 24; Elise Reeder, 15 
First Grade 
Ms. Baldwin:  Total Points--81 
Top Scores: Andrew Burris, 32; Theo Greiff, 20; Madeline Vassalo, 13 
Ms. Cobb:  Total Points--12 
Allison Pierce, 4; Alexander Maner, 2; Marleigh Ausbrooks, 2; (tie); Luke Forcier, 1; Evan Vieth, 1 
Ms. Howard: Total Points--4 
Top Scores: Alissa Simon, 1.5; Gabrielle Cestari, 1 
Ms. Phillips:  Total Points--4 
Top Scores: Linnea Byrne-Kvalsvik, 3 
Ms. Stoffa: Total Points--31 
Top Scores: Lillian Zhou, 20; Angeline Daniels-Arnold, 6; Oliver Miller, 3 

Congratulations top scores!!  And congratulations to all the students who are participating and earning points. 
All of you are doing a great job!! 
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EARLY STAGES 
Early Stages is a District of Columbia Public Schools program for children 3 to 5 years old. We are here to help 
identify any delays that a child may have and recommend appropriate services to address those delays.  
Children referred to the Early Stages Center will be screened and receive a full evaluation.  Following the 
evaluation, appropriate treatment or services will be recommended for a diagnosed delay.  These services are 
available to all families that live in the District, whether the child goes to a public or private school, is home-
schooled, or has not yet entered the school system.   For more information, please visit the Early Stages website 
at www.earlystagesdc.org or contact Natasha Stovall at (202) 270-7158, Natasha.Stovall@DC.Gov or Mark 
Murphy at (202) 277-0546, Mark.Murphy3@DC.Gov. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
We know that in a school as large as Lafayette our students come with a wide range of abilities and interests.  
Some children seem to catch on to certain concepts quickly and are able to do more advanced activities.  Others 
need a little more practice or a slightly different approach to learn the same content.  It is the challenge of all 
teachers to work to meet the needs of all students in a classroom.  So for the last year, various members of our 
staff have been meeting on a weekly basis discussing how we can better give children exactly what they need to 
make the best progress at Lafayette.  So “WIN” time was born.  “What I Need” time. 

We have started small but across almost all the grade levels at a specific time during the school day, 
students are regrouped according to what they need.  Our specialist teachers in reading, math, English language 
learning, and special education join the grade level classroom teachers and provide small group instruction to 
their assigned students.  So while some children may be working on writing better sentences with one teacher, 
others may be in a Junior Great books group.  Your child may be working with someone who is not his or her 
classroom teacher on letter recognition while a second teacher is reading a big book to the rest of the students.  
This is What I Need time and for most grades that means there are quite a few groups. 

Do these groupings stay the same all year?  That is not our intent.  After all, the program is What I Need 
now, not all year.  We are keeping careful records of the progress students are making.  Some groups should 
disappear as the year goes on.  We should have letter recognition mastered soon in kindergarten if the 
performance of the students Ms. Shapiro was working with last week is any indicator.  We know some math 
concepts coming up in third grade are a little tricky so we may need more math groups at that time.  Every week 
the grade level teachers are meeting with their WIN time partners and having discussions about what to do next 
and when.  We are even looking for WIN time substitutes so instruction will continue unbroken even if a 
teacher does have to be out.    

So don’t assume that your children are having reading difficulties if they say they are meeting with Ms. 
Echave.  She is doing Junior Great Books with some of the grades right now, an enrichment program.  Ms. 
Diesner, our special education coordinator is working with the third grade.  First graders are divided up in 
several directions as some continue to work on phonics skills and others improve their writing.  And while we 
are working hard right now on reading and writing, math may be the focus of the next WIN time period.  And 
some WIN time groups just might get to learn something a little different according to the talents of their 
teachers. Because we don’t know where WIN time will take us this year.  We just know that every six to eight 
weeks or so we will again look at our groupings, look at what is needed and divvy up the students again and 
again.  WIN time is not a replacement for work with the special education teacher or in lieu of time with the 
reading specialist or for children with more specific needs.  We still have all those extra services on the 
schedule.   But making all children successful at Lafayette is our ultimate goal each year and we think WIN 
time may just be one new way to do that.  
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*  Too much Halloween candy?  We will be donating all extra candy to a homeless shelter where we work.  
You can leave the donations on the porch of 3506 Quesada Street (between Nevada and Broad Branch).  Or call 
to arrange a time for your donation.  Questions?  Call Wendy at (202) 607-4267.  Thanks! 
*  Nanny available.  Is anyone looking for a childcare break?  We are looking for someone for our wonderful 
nanny on Tuesdays – I only work part-time and she has that day free.  Nicky has worked for us for 8 years and 
is just amazing – she is like a member of our family – and she is also legal and drives.  Other days might work, 
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too, or it may be possible to do a nanny share.  Please contact me at (202) 244-5533 or jlanoff@pdsdc.org if you 
are interested.  
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   
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Alice Deal Middle School 

OPEN HOUSE(S) 
 

Tuesday, November 17th  
9:30am - 2:45 pm 

Tuesday, December 15th              

9:30 am - 2:45 pm 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 

         9:00 am - Noon 
  

Current and Prospective parents have three opportunities 

to visit Alice Deal Middle School. 
 

• Please come visit our classrooms and see why we are the highest 

performing middle school in the District! 
• Learn about our exciting academic and extra curricular programs 

• Sample our advanced math offerings 

• Try out our World Language classes (Spanish, French, Chinese) 

• See the result of our work to establish an International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years program. 
• Tour our newly modernized building  

• Experience team teaching and our rigorous academic program first 

hand! 

• See our amazing students and teachers in action! 

 
Open House #1 – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH (9:30 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.) 

Open House #2 – TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH (9:30 a.m. -2:45 p.m.) 

Open House #3 – SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010 (9 a.m. – noon) 
 
 
 

For more information -- visit www.alicedeal.org 
 

Alice Deal Middle School        3815 Fort Drive, NW  202-939-2010 
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Lafayette Elementary School  
presents 

 
A House Concert  

 
In support of fellow D.C. Public Schools 

 Kenilworth Elementary and Stanton Elementary 
 

Saturday, December 5 
7:30pm 

 
At the home of Nina and Ken Bryant 

4815 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 

 
Featuring Emmy Award Winning 
Singer/Songwriter, Kevin Briody 

 
"Connecticut songwriter Kevin Briody is cut from the honest, artful cloth of the best Yankee ballad-
writers. His narrative songs are personal yet cinematic, filled with vivid, pastoral imagery and useful 
wisdom. He seems to earn new fans and folk-biz boosters wherever his songs travel." 
                                                                --Scott Alarik, Boston Globe 

 
Briody's critically acclaimed debut CD, When No One's Watching, was released in 1999. Robert K. 
Oermann of Music Row Magazine selected it for his DISCovery Award.  "This was one terrific discovery. 

He's a storyteller. A top-drawer troubadour with an earnest, heart-filled folkie delivery. Seek this CD out 
and fall under its spell."  
                                                                --Robert K. Oermann, MusicRow 
 
 

 
Admission: Gently used books, coats, hats and gloves. 

Guests are also asked to bring a beverage and/or appetizer to have and to share. 
 

If you would like to join us for an evening of music, friendship and community spirit, please contact 
Laura Scalzo, ljscalzo@msn.com.  Space is limited to 75 guests. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


