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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
November 17 (Tuesday) — Deal Open House, 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. (also Dec. 15 and Jan. 9) 

November 18 (Wednesday) — 4th Grade Powwow, 9:15 a.m. 

November 20 (Friday) — Picture Retake/Make-up Day 

November 26 & 27 (Thursday and Friday) — No School, Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 7 (Monday) — No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 

December 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

December 15 (Tuesday) — Deal Open House, 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL — The play’s the thing… (see page 2) 

 

FROM THE HSA — Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out the progress on the Lafayette Pre-K/K playground, please take a 

moment to drop by. The best and safest viewing might be through the windows of the early childhood hallway. 

If the rains hold off for just two more weeks all equipment should arrive, be installed and the flooring poured in 

place. Hopefully, even the outdoor classroom, conceptualized late in the process, to be located just inside the 

entrance to the playground, should be operational by the beginning of December. Be sure to check our Lafayette 

website for pictures of progress and a three-dimensional site plan. 

     Also, our new and improved sound and lighting systems are due to be installed by the end of this month. All 

student performances are sure to be enhanced by these improvements. These capital expenditures are examples 

of your HSA dollars at work. 

     All parents should have received your child’s report card this past Friday. Of course, if you have immediate 

questions or concerns, please feel free to ask your child’s teacher. Otherwise, be sure to take advantage of the 

scheduled parent-teacher conferences coming up on Monday, December 7.  

 

LAFAYETTE 2010 CALENDAR ON SALE TOMORROW! 
Hot off the press, the best holiday gift in town, the Lafayette Art and Literary Calendar goes on sale 
Wednesday, November 18! Sales will begin immediately following the 4th grade Powwow and then continue 
each day before and after school while supplies hold out. Checks made out to the LHSA are preferred. Help 
support publications! Enjoy the talents of gifted Lafayette artists and writers! Keep your life organized! 
     Help is needed to man the sales booth. If you can give a morning or afternoon or more, contact Laurie 
McLaughlin at lauriemclward@gmail.com. 

 
LAFAYETTE TILE MURAL WALL — Kimberly Cestari, HSA Environmental Chair 

Many thanks go out to Lafayette dad Tim Gearan who spent many, many hours over one fall weekend to 

carefully removing the Lafayette Tile Mural pieces that were damaged by the elements.  Thank you Tim! 

 

PICTURE UPDATE 
All children who were present on Picture Day should have received a packet by now that includes, at a 

minimum, a sheet with a portrait proof. If you elected to pre-order your child’s portrait, this packet should also 

include the prints that you ordered and paid for. Your portraits are also available for viewing and ordering 

online at www.blantonstudio.com.  
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     Here is how to access your child’s image:  visit www.blantonstudio.com. Click on “Underclass Portraits.” 

On this page, scroll down and click on the link marked “Order Online.” Now click K-11 Fall Individual 

Portraits. This will take you to a registration page; click on the “register” button in the section labeled “After 

Picture Day.” This will take you to an online registration form. NOTE: the Passcode, Record Number and 

Security Key information that is requested on this form can be found on your student’s proof sheet. These codes 

are unique to your student(s) and help to safeguard the security of your child’s image and identity.  

     Picture Make-ups/Re-takes are scheduled for this Friday, November 20. If your child was absent on 

Picture Day or you would like to have his/her portrait retaken, please plan accordingly. If you are doing a re-

take, please send the packet from Blanton in with your child to return to the photographer.   

     Questions? Contact Suzanne Vieth at msvieth@verizon.net.  

 

STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE  — Sarah Meade,  Secretary of the Student Council 
I just wanted to let you all know what we are doing in the Student Council. Today was the first meeting, and the 
officers, Alex Joyce-Johnson, Mason Strazzella, Eva Brickman, and I talked about what we were planning to 
do. We are having a fundraiser called the Thanksgiving Coin Drive.  We would like everyone to try to bring in 
small change, nickels, dimes, and pennies (or perhaps dollars) for the fundraiser. $1.98 is the amount for one 
meal for a person in need. There will be a prize for the class who brings in the most money— a golden L and a 
Thanksgiving pie of your teacher's choice. 
    We are also going around and talking about the recycling bins and we will start the Box Top collection soon. 
The meetings will be at least once every month, and we will try to update you in the Tuesday Bulletin. Thank 
You! 
 
FROM THE MUSIC ROOM  — Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher (1-5th grades) 

It has been an exciting week here in our music department at Lafayette. The first graders took their Patriotic 

Celebration program to the Wounded Warriors at Walter Reed Army Hospital and got a very warm welcome. 

The program went off without a hitch, the singing was wonderful and the students were highly dramatic and 

entertaining. It was a huge success, and I hope we can do it again soon. 

     Tomorrow morning we will be holding our 3rd annual Powwow for all 4th-grade students and their parents. 

Many regalia were already on display at the Friday dress rehearsal and students are busily polishing lines and 

musical parts for their big performance on Wednesday, November 18. The program will begin at 9:15 a.m. and 

will last around an hour. Most of the performances will happen at the beginning, followed by half an hour of 

craft activities, scavenger hunts and a lacrosse demonstration. We will end the program with two dances, the 

second of which we hope all our guests will participate in. 

     See you at our next program! 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

If you have walked by the early childhood playground area recently, you might just think we are getting the area 

ready for the 5th grade to do a Civil War reenactment activity. Holes and trenches have been dug. Large 

mounds of dirt are everywhere. Brick walls have been lowered and concrete curbing has been removed. With 

only a wall of windows as the sound insulation between the classrooms and all this activity, at times it has been 

very noisy in the kindergarten classrooms. There has been lots of time looking out the windows watching 

workers and machinery over the past few weeks, a great learning activity. And then this week the “stuff” started 

going into place and everyone could see much of the new playground equipment and get an idea of what could 

now be happening out there during playtime. 

     There were the usual grumbles from the older students. Lots of “it isn’t fair” comments. Why are they 

getting a new playground? Well, at Lafayette, just like in all families, we have to take turns. A few years ago, a 

sports wall and climbing wall were installed in the gym for the older students. Under our current schedule, the 

Pre-K and K students don’t even use the gym for physical education. The green top was resurfaced so you can 

play basketball without the balls taking all kinds of wonky bounces due to uneven surfaces. There may be some 

additions to the upper grades’ playground on the horizon and we keep hearing about our gym floor being 

replaced next summer. So improvements will be made to areas the older students use. They will just have to 

wait their turn. 
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     I hear all the time about schools cutting out playtime during the school day. No more recess, no more time 

outside. Some because of academic pressures, others because of behavioral concerns. It’s not easy managing 

640 students trying to play together. We have divided up our outdoor space into multiple areas, but especially 

on days after a big rain and when we can’t use the field, we are a little crowded. As children have entered into 

more structured physical activities, they find it harder to handle unstructured time. We try to limit the adult rules 

and encourage students to work out their own differences when they are outside to give them this opportunity. 

There are some games they play that  have completely incomprehensible rules, at least to an adult observer. I 

will never understand Wall Ball. But is seems to be incredibly popular with the boys. 

     If we can get a good spell of nice weather, the final surfacing can be installed and the playground will be 

ready for action. It will be a very exciting day for all with lots of pictures being taken and lots of new muscles 

being used. I heard Margie McClure last winter talk about the importance of physical activity and education in 

schools. How, while it is important to do all the brainwork, that brain still is attached to something, a body. So 

we know that while we are working our brains all day long working hard on our lessons, we also need time to 

work on our bodies. And it needs to be done in a safe, yet challenging way. So stop by to see our work in 

progress. We’ll be sure to announce its grand reopening. We want all of our students to grow and learn at 

Lafayette. From the smallest to the tallest, we get up and move everyday. And we all love it. 

 

FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 

Bone Marrow Drive on Saturday 
Former Chevy Chase resident Rebecca Galler Robison is in desperate need of a life saving bone marrow 

transplant and has no match. You could save her life. Rebecca grew up in the Town of Somerset and her parents 

still live here. In July Rebecca was diagnosed with an extremely serious form of leukemia for which the major 

hope of recovery lies in a bone marrow transplant.  

     Her family and friends are holding a small bone marrow drive as a show of support for Rebecca next 

weekend: Saturday, November 21 from 10 a.m.-noon and 3 p.m.-5 p.m. at the home of a family friend, 

Margaret Farrell, 4719 Cumberland Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD. For more information call Beth Ewing at 

202-281-8772. 

     If you are willing to become a donor for someone needing a bone marrow transplant, please join us on 

Saturday! At the drive we will have volunteers from Swab a Cheek, Save a Life, trained by the Gift of Life 

Bone Marrow Foundation, with answers to your questions. Joining the registry is easy. You simply swab your 

cheek– and the swab is sent for testing. You could be a life-saving match for Rebecca or someone else in need. 
 

Lafayette Students in Nutcracker Ballet 
Maiah Moody and Zola Bzdek will be performing in the Nutcracker Ballet at the Kennedy Center with the 

Pennsylvania Ballet on November 24-29th! Maiah is a Soldier and Zola is a "Party Girl" and a Snow Angel. 

They hope that their Lafayette friends and family will come to watch! 
 

Community Notices 
*Find out more about Eagle's Nest Camp. You are invited to attend an open house at the home of Nancy 

Golding and Bob Hartheimer to find out more about a terrific sleep away camp that many former Lafayette kids 

attend. Eagle's Nest camp is a small (150 campers), co-ed sleepaway camp nestled in the Smoky Mountains 

outside of Asheville , NC. It is a nurturing camp that promotes independence and healthy eating, and offers a 

wide range of activities, including sports, art, music, and waterfront activities. This open house is on 

Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Nancy Golding and Bob Hartheimer (3232 Rittenhouse 

St. NW) and is being co-sponsored by Ruth Zitner and Mark Finkelpearl. For more info contact Nancy Golding 

at nangolding@aol.com or 365-0898. 

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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Alice Deal Middle School 

OPEN HOUSE(S) 
 

Tuesday, November 17th        

9:30am - 2:45 pm 

Tuesday, December 15th              

9:30 am - 2:45 pm 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 

        9:00 am - Noon 
  

Current and Prospective parents have three opportunities 
to visit Alice Deal Middle School. 

 

• Please come visit our classrooms and see why we are the highest 

performing middle school in the District! 

• Learn about our exciting academic and extra curricular programs 

• Sample our advanced math offerings 

• Try out our World Language classes (Spanish, French, Chinese) 
• See the result of our work to establish an International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years program. 

• Tour our newly modernized building  

• Experience team teaching and our rigorous academic program first 

hand! 

• See our amazing students and teachers in action! 

 
Open House #1 – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH (9:30-2:45) 

Open House #2 – TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH (9:30-2:45) 

Open House #3 – SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010 (9 am – noon) 
 

 

 

For more information -- visit www.alicedeal.org 
 

Alice Deal Middle School        3815 Fort Drive, NW  202-939-2010 
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Lafayette Elementary School presents: 
 
 

A House Concert  
Featuring Emmy Award Winning  

Singer/Songwriter 
             

 Kevin Briody  
 

Saturday, December 5 
7:30pm 

 
 

At the home of Nina and Ken Bryant 
4815 17th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 
 
 

 
Please join us for an evening of music, friendship and community spirit. Seating is limited to 

75 guests, so please contact Laura Scalzo at ljscalzo@msn.com to reserve your space. 
 

 
!Connecticut songwriter Kevin Briody is cut from the honest, artful cloth of the best Yankee ballad"

writers. His narrative songs are personal yet cinematic, filled with vivid, pastoral imagery and useful 
wisdom. He seems to earn new fans and folk"biz boosters wherever his songs travel.! 

                           ""Scott Alarik, Boston Globe 
 

Briody#s critically acclaimed debut CD, When No One#s Watching, was released in 1999. Robert K. 
Oermann of Music Row Magazine selected it for his DISCovery Award.  !This was one terrific 
discovery. He#s a storyteller. A top"drawer troubadour with an earnest, heart"filled folkie delivery. Seek 
this CD out and fall under its spell.!  

                                         ""Robert K. Oermann, MusicRow 
 
             

Admission 
Please bring gently used books, coats, hats or gloves, in support of D.C. public schools 

Kenilworth Elementary and Stanton Elementary. 
Guests are also asked to bring a beverage and/or appetizer to share. 
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