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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
November 26 & 27 (Thursday and Friday) — No School, Thanksgiving Holiday 
December 7 (Monday) — No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day  
December 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m   
December 15 (Tuesday) — Deal Open House, 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Native talk and thanks all around…see p.3 
 
FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Diana Blitz, HSA co-presidents 
Thanksgiving is this week – the time when we pause and reflect about the many things we have to be thankful 
for. In addition to family, friends and health, I am also so thankful for Lafayette Elementary and our remarkable 
community. This was made especially clear this past week while cleaning out an HSA filing cabinet and boxes 
of old files with Anna Callon. What a dusty and mouse-scat filled job… but it was also a surprisingly fun and 
eye-opening trip down memory lane.   

The Lafayette Home and School Association has been around for quite a while – back to a time when 
meeting minutes were hand written, financial statements were painstakingly recorded in leather-bound ledgers 
and copies were made with mimeographs. But beyond just the technological differences, there were drastically 
different “issues” facing the school: it was plagued with serious leadership trouble; lacked teachers and basic 
supplies; and had major facility failures, to cite just a few. One compelling example was an old Northwest 
Current clipping we found – the photo showed the HSA co-president standing in the cafeteria at lunchtime 
holding a thermometer showing the temperature at just under 100 degrees Fahrenheit!     

Sifting through all these old meeting minutes, notes, financial statements and history was a total reality 
check. We at Lafayette have so much to be thankful for: a physical building that is improving every year 
through hard-earned fundraising dollars; a first-rate principal who’s committed to our children and their well-
rounded education; dedicated teachers and staff; an arts and music program that rivals the best private schools 
in the area; and parents who care about our community and show it by volunteering time, money and energy.  

I’m glad we’re getting all the HSA files and historic data organized and in proper order – it needs to be 
done.  But I’m also grateful that this project has served another unplanned purpose:  reminding us of how far 
we’ve come and how exceptional our beloved Lafayette really is.   

 
 FROM THE ART ROOM –Laurie McLaughlin, art teacher, grades 1-5 
November always leaves me breathless and excited! The Lafayette Calendar is back from the printers and on 
sale (I’m really pleased with how it looks!) The 1st graders brought tears to our eyes at Walter Reed—the 
soldiers loved the charming “marching children” centerpieces we created for their tables, the banner of America 
the Beautiful and the logos of the branches of service. The Powwow was enjoyed by all: the scavenger hunt of 
our museum pieces created a buzz and has numerous “winners”; the sand paintings and talking feather activities 
were enjoyed by students and parents alike; and the wider variety of performances this year (including our 
Kachina “dancers” in costume) was a treat! Thank you to the fourth grade parents who volunteered during the 
Powwow craft activities and helped clean up afterwards- you made it flow smoothly and we are so grateful! 
  In celebration of Native American Heritage month, first and second graders have been building pots using 
the traditional pinch and coil methods, then glazing them using some repeat patterns like the pueblo pots we 
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looked at in class. Third graders have also been exploring a traditional Native American craft- weaving on a 
loom. They discovered that it takes quite a while to weave like the Navajo woman in our story, but we hope to 
be finished soon. Please come enjoy the authentic Native American pots- both traditional and contemporary- on 
display in the glass case in the Great Hall, kindness of the Drazen Family. What an inspiration! 
  Finally, thank you to Betsy Smith and Jennifer Younger, who responded to my plea for assistance hanging 
art displays. They spent a morning removing artwork from the cafeteria in preparation for the Powwow art and 
installing the Kachinas in the glass case. Betsy and son Cameron and friend Shane Butler also came to my 
rescue last Tuesday as I was hanging the last of the Powwow museum and needed help. I'm still looking for 
assistance hanging art. Please e-mail me at lauriemclward@gmail.com if you can help once or on a regular 
basis. 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE  
Thank you to the entire Lafayette community for your generous donations to the Thanksgiving Coin Drive.  We 
collected over $1,100 for needy people to receive Thanksgiving dinner.  Congratulations to Ms. Stanton’s class 
which brought in the most money and will receive a Golden L and Ms. Stanton’s choice of pie for her class.  
The highest amounts brought in by grade level are: 
            Pre-K: Ms. Ghamarian -- $24.85  Kindergarten: Ms. Allen -- $79.31 
            First Grade: Ms. Baldwin -- $96.72 Second Grade: Ms. Stanton -- $140.89 
            Third Grade: Ms. Tepfer -- $58.04 Fourth Grade: Ms. Kennedy/Geen -- $81.45 
            Fifth Grade: Mr. Jewett -- $59.89 
  
COMPUTER NEEDED FOR SPRING AUCTION 
If anyone has a new or gently used laptop (or, if you have a line on a new laptop at a great price!) that they're 
willing to donate to the HSA, the Spring Auction Committee would be very appreciative.  We need a workhorse 
- so very old and very slow won't cut it!  Thanks!   Please contact Michelle Dolge at 
michelle@dolgefamily.com or Kristin Willsey at kwillsey@verizon.net. 
 
FROM THE ARTS INTEGRATION TEAM - Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Specialist 
In addition to the wonderful arts integrated lessons that are being taught everyday, in the last two weeks some 
especially wonderful things have been happening.  By now you may have heard about the First Grade Patriotic 
Celebration at school and at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, which integrated music and social studies 
standards. Then there was the great fourth grade Pow Wow, again integrating art, music, social studies, and PE 
standards.  In PreK they met art and health standards as they learned about “Our Food Pyramid,” exploring tints 
and shades of color and painting their favorite foods. We hosted a workshop for about 30 staff members, taught 
by Imani Gonzalez, an Arts Coach from the Kennedy Center, called Reading Through Sound and Rhythm, 
which is a way to help students develop reading comprehension strategies. Some teachers were also able to 
observe a demonstration lesson taught by another Kennedy Center Arts Coach, Marcia Daft, on using poetry 
and music to increase reading fluency.  Imani and Marcia will be joining Judy Klevins, yet another Arts Coach 
who uses puppetry and storytelling to help students make inferences from literature and history, “coaching” 
some 16 teachers in various grades throughout the year.  Thanks to Ms. Perll, our early childhood arts and PE 
teacher, I was able to attend a Posters workshop for teachers at the National Portrait Gallery, where I received a 
collection of posters of famous paintings and photographs from different eras, and learned how to use them to 
teach an appreciation of the art form and core curriculum standards, which is exactly what arts integration is, 
using the arts for learning sake. 

    
Lafayette Student Work Amazes Us Again! 

Lafayette Art and Literary Calendars are the hot item this month, on sale before and after school in the Great 
Hall for $15 each (or $28 for 2.) Your children will delight in reading charming poems by their friends (or 
maybe even themselves!) Everyone loves the Lafayette artwork in full color on each page. Best of all, you can 
use your calendar every day during 2010 to stay organized! Don't miss your chance to buy the most special of 
holiday gifts. Checks preferred, payable to LHSA.  
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FROM THE MUSIC ROOM – Rebecca Stump, Music teacher 
Congratulations 4th grade on a wonderful Powwow!  It was an excellent performance and I was very proud of 
you for your music, dancing and acting skills, but also for displaying such nice behavior while waiting your turn 
to go on stage and during the 30 minute activity time.  Thank you for a wonderful morning! 

I would like to let our older students (3rd-5th) graders know that I am looking for soloists or small groups 
to play holiday songs for our December concert.  You will have to play your selection for me during a music 
class if you would like to perform in the Great Hall on December 16th.  Start practicing! 
 
FROM THE COMMUNITY 

  
Mad Science after school program starts in January   
Mad Science wants to bring you the excitement and wonder of space in the Mad Science Guide to the Galaxy 
After-School Program! LEARN AND EXPLORE SPACE AND BECOME A JUNIOR MAD ASTRONAUT! 
With unique hands-on activities, amazing demonstrations and fun educational take-homes, this is an experience 
that is truly out of this world. 
Mondays:  3:30-4:30 pm; 1/11/10 through 3/22/10 No Class: 1/18, 2/15, 3/1 
Fridays:  3:30-4:30 pm; 1/22/10 through 3/26/10 No Class: 2/12, 3/19 
Register online at www.madscience.org/dc before Wednesday, December 23, 2009 
The program cost is 8 wk / $104; Registration is first come, first served. 
Questions? Contact Mad Science: info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777 
 
Who doesn't like to dress up like a superhero?  
Our kids do on a daily basis . . . Come join us if you're interested in supporting a great cause.  Join your friends 
and neighbors for the Hope for Henry Superhero Celebration on Sunday, December 6th at Imagination Stage 
from 6 - 8 pm.  So, dig out that old Halloween costume or just come and have fun with us!  It's a great time and 
a wonderful cause.  The suggested contribution is $100 per family, but no one will be turned away.  Tax 
deductible too!  Check out their website . . . http://www.hopeforhenry.org 
  Hope for Henry Foundation (HFHF) improves the lives of children with life-threatening illnesses by 
providing carefully chosen gifts and specially-designed programs to entertain and promote comfort, care and 
recovery. HFHF brings smiles and laughter, hope and magic into the lives of these children and their families. 
	  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
There have been a lot of turkeys showing up at Lafayette recently. In the early childhood wing, turkeys are on 
display everywhere. You would be amazed at how many body parts can be used to create turkey paintings.  
Construction paper is also pressed into service. Today the kindergarten classes are having their annual 
Thanksgiving Feast in the cafeteria for lunch. Many of you parents have cooked an early bird for your child’s 
class. Yesterday the school was filled with the smells of the side dishes that the children were making in class 
including the old Pilgrim stand-by, macaroni and cheese. And it is all delicious. 

Last week the fourth grade students took to the stage and showed their parents all they had learned about  
Native Americans. There were dances and songs, with hundreds of art projects on display.  Special craft tables 
were set-up so that the guests could also create examples of Native American art. It was quite a morning. 

This week the second graders open up their Native American habitat museums. One of their standards this 
year is to study different kinds of habitats, both for people and animals. They have been working on the 
rainforest in art, learning about the four levels of a rainforest and creating animals and plants that live in each 
layer. Up in their classrooms, they have been working on Native American habitats, with each class specializing 
in one area of the United States. Then they create a classroom museum that they share with the other second 
grade classes. So while one class may have been exploring the Eastern woodlands, another has been learning 
about the desert Southwest.  All the basic components have been covered.  Housing, food, clothing, animals, 
arts and crafts.  Just in much more detail than would have happened if each class had tried to do all four areas.  
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Then tomorrow the museums will open and the students will travel from class to class with student docents 
ready to share the information they have studied.   

This is my week for the annual Thanksgiving column. A time to thank everyone for all they do to make 
Lafayette such a wonderful place. A time to recognize some of the other people in my life who support me here 
and at home. Because while it may take a village to raise a child, it takes a small city to run a school.  Our 
Home and School Association is on the job, making sure we have what we need to fill in the gaps in our DCPS 
budget.  This week a projector is being installed in the cafeteria so I won’t have to roll a cart back and forth 
anytime we want to make a presentation or show a film in that space.  New library books arrive almost daily 
due to HSA support.  And we are able to bypass DC procurement with our line items for supplies and classroom 
materials that really help in must have situations.  Jeremy is still keeping our computers up and running and 
setting up new programs to enhance our academic programs.  We now have an internal school website that lets 
us post large power point presentations and folders with classroom materials for all the teachers to read and use, 
saving us thousands of sheets of paper.  But the real thank you at any school needs to go to the teachers.  Each 
and every year they continue to amaze me with their creativity, and their constant work on improving every 
lesson, every activity, every unit.  They hold amazing discussions on how to make Lafayette a better school for 
every child, and are willing to stretch themselves in the arts, even if it doesn’t come naturally. They are what 
make your child’s school the place it is. 

Enjoy Thanksgiving, 2009.  Your children are excited about the big dinner, seeing relatives, getting to stay 
home for a few days. They have been talking about Thanksgiving for weeks. The teachers and staff at Lafayette 
will also be enjoying their time away from school with their families and friends. So will the Main family, 
except for one little problem.  We are a TCU Horned Frog family, all four of us. (We’re ranked number 4 in the 
nation for those of you who don’t follow college football.) We have one more game to play next Saturday and 
then it is on to a bowl game in January.  My husband and I have been waiting almost 40 years for this. Such a 
ridiculous thing to be thankful for, a great college football team.  But what the heck.  Riff, ram, bah, zoo. Go 
Frogs. 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Interested in learning more about Grace Episcopal Day School and their new Middle School Program? Join us 
for an Open House on Friday, December 8, at 9 am or schedule a Wednesday morning tour at 9:30. Call 
Courtney Hundley, Director of Admission at 301-585-3513. Visit www.geds.org for more information.    
 

• Babysitter Available - Our after school sitter is looking for extra hours anytime between 8:00 A.M. and 2:00 
P.M. She's available every weekday except Wednesday. She speaks fluent French and English and has her own 
car. Please call Laura for a reference 202-537-6765. 

 
• My red Volvo S40 was side-swiped on Monday, November 16 when it was parked on the southeast corner of 

Northampton and 33rd Sts during morning drop-off at Lafayette.  If anyone witnessed the accident, please contact 
me at 202-362-6208.  Thank you in advance for any information you can provide 
 
 

 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 


