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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 7 (Monday) — No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 
December 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
December 15 (Tuesday) — Deal Open House, 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
December 17 (Thursday) — Class Holiday Parties 
December 21 – January 1 — Winter Vacation 
January 4, 2010 (Monday) — Back to School 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Recommended Reading … (see page 2) 
 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
This Monday, December 7 is our first official day for Parent-Teacher Conferences. By now, you should 

have a time reserved with your child’s teacher. For parents new to Lafayette, this is time set aside for you to 
learn about how your child is progressing in school, both academically and socially. It is a chance for you to ask 
questions, voice praise, and raise concerns about your child’s challenges. We hope you all take advantage of 
this opportunity DCPS has provided to help you best support your child’s development.  

The HSA is considering sponsoring an evening in January to educate you about the reading and/or math 
programs used at all of the different grade levels to teach our children. This evening may also further explain 
the RTI (Response to Intervention) program at Lafayette. This evening, designed to further help you support 
your child’s learning, will be held at your request. At the Parent-Teacher Conferences there will be a short 
questionnaire meant to gauge your interest in attending such an evening. It is important for you to address this 
thoughtfully as it will require additional teacher preparation time and a dedicated evening during which teachers 
will work to educate you. Please let us know if you would like to attend such an evening at Lafayette and we 
will plan accordingly. 
 
FROM THE LSRT – Debra Fried Levin and Andrea Perll, co-chairs 
Around May of each year you might recall hearing about something called the LSRT, when people are 
nominated to serve and then voted on at the HSA meeting. But what is this LSRT of which you speak? LSRT 
— which stands for Local School Restructuring Teams — was created many, many superintendents ago in 1992 
as a way to restructure schools using a collaborative, team approach. The team now is now made up of the 
principal, teachers (including a Washington Teachers Union representative), parents, an HSA representative, 
support staff and a community representative. 

The team advises the principal on allocation of school resources, organization of the school, curriculum, 
maintenance of the school building and grounds, budget priorities, staffing priorities and monitoring student 
progress. Simply put, the LSRT can engage in any and all aspects of life at Lafayette. And while 
“restructuring” was the ed-speak term of the 1990s, practically speaking, for Lafayette the LSRT would more 
aptly be called the Lafayette Improvement Team. As with all great organizations, there’s always room for 
improvement.   

At our recent meetings we have been learning more about Lafayette’s new WIN — What I Need — 
program to meet the needs of all students at Lafayette so they can succeed and excel. WIN is a team approach 
by teachers in each grade working with other resource teachers to identify students who need intervention or 
enrichment and provide it on a short- or long-term basis without interfering with classroom instruction. We are 
considering offering a program for parents on WIN and ways for parents support their child’s classroom 
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CALENDAR SALES BY CHECK ONLY THIS WEEK! 

 
The Lafayette Student Art and Literary Calendars are selling FAST- get yours before we run out but 

CHECKS ONLY (made out to LHSA- $15 each or 2 for $28) November 30-Dec 4 as we are having to 
depend on student sellers this week!!! Don't miss the charming poems, the colorful artwork and 

supporting publications! Don't miss purchasing the most unique and personalized holiday gift around! 
 

learning. We would like your thoughts on this idea. At parent-teacher conferences on December 7 you will have 
a chance to answer a questionnaire to see if this is of interest to you and whatever else is on your mind about 
how to improve Lafayette. 

The LSRT meets monthly, the first Monday of each month at 7:45 a.m. – though this month we’ll be 
meeting on December 14.  To learn more about who serves on the LSRT you can go to the Lafayette directory 
or www.lafayettehsa.org. Meeting notes will also be posted on the Web site.  Please note that Ms. Marion 
Bright, probably the longest serving member on the LSRT and our resident historian, was inadvertently omitted 
from the list of team members.  

 
LAFAYETTE COOKBOOKS FOR 2010 
It is time to contribute your recipes to the Lafayette Elementary School 2010 Cookbook! Please submit a recipe 
by January 22, 2010, for your class’s assigned dish. Categories are divided by grade (see below). Please submit 
your recipe via email to k8suggs@comcast.net. You may submit multiple recipes if you have children in 
different grades. Please note that we may not be able to include all recipes due to size constraints. But we 
welcome all submissions. 
  
Cookbook division by class: 
Pre-K Veggies and sides 
Kindergarten Brunch 
First Grade Entrees—meat or fish 
Second Grade Appetizers 
Third Grade Quick dishes—20 minutes or less 
Fourth Grade Pasta and Rice 
Fifth Grade Desserts 
  
Calling all teachers:  Please feel free to submit your favorite recipe! Ms. Main will head the teacher’s category, 
which is an open category.   

Stay tuned for guidelines for student artwork submissions in a future Tuesday Bulletin. 
 Thank you — Kate Suggs and Phoebe Cervigni Millon 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Being the principal at Lafayette (or any other school) doesn’t leave a lot of free time in your life. Most evenings 
I leave the school around 7 p.m. and almost always work a large part of either Saturday or Sunday on school 
business. I write this column over the weekend. When I get a chance I love to quilt and this year I have been 
busy with baby quilts. Mrs. Kennedy’s twin girls are here, Mr. Gregal’s boy should be arriving in the next few 
weeks and then comes Mrs. Pajor’s baby in the spring. I’ve done a baby quilt for each one. I still sing with the 
Choral Arts Society and often refer to the Tuesday evening rehearsal as my therapy time. For 2-1/2 hours no 
one cares about what I think about anything or asks me a single question. All I have to do is follow that baton. 

But when I get some just-sit-around-time, I like to read. Most of my reading recently has been children’s 
books. Ms. McIntosh often brings new arrivals to the library for me to read and see how I like them. Sometimes 
I stop off at the bookstore on Tuesday evenings and pick up a book that has just arrived and bring it to her.  
There are some great children’s books out here.  I loved The Penderwicks, a family tale that did not involve any 
wizards or witches. While The Graveyard Book won the Newberry Award this past spring, I liked the runner-
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up, The Underneath, much more. I have read the first three of the Nicholas Flamel series, but am finding the 
whole series phenomena to be getting a little old. I understand the appeal to young readers. After all, I plowed 
through a lot of Nancy Drew and Bobsey Twins myself. But it is nice to read a wonderful story that doesn’t 
leave you hanging at the end waiting for the next volume to come out a year from now.  

Sometimes I get to read a more adult book. The one this fall that resonated on so many levels with me is 
called NurtureShock, New Thinking about Children by Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman. I don’t often 
recommend books to others. But if you want a good read that will get you thinking about you and your children 
I highly recommend this one. About two years ago, the authors had an article in the Sunday New York Times 
magazine called ‘The Inverse Power of Praise.’ The article reviewed recent research that discovered that 
praising children for certain behaviors often backfires. The book takes this article, expands on it and then asks 
lots of other questions about children and what we think are best child rearing practices but in many ways seem 
to be backfiring. Why, with all the emphasis on conflict resolution and bully prevention, do we still have 
aggressive children?  Why is sustained play in early childhood programs such an essential part of developing 
the prerequisite skills for academic success? Why do teenagers need to be rebellious? Why do children lie (and 
the research says they all do)? And many other topics.   

NurtureShock is not in paperback yet, but I’m glad. I find myself picking it up over and over again and 
rereading chapter after chapter. I just keep having more and more ‘aha’ moments each time I reread a section. I 
start to match a child to some of the information and wonder why wasn’t I smart enough to understand what 
was going on. I feel like copying the chapter “The Search for Intelligent Life in Kindergarten” and passing it out 
on Tuesday tours when I get those questions about how Lafayette is going to be able to challenge a particular 
child. And I find myself being vindicated when I realize that while over 30 years ago in the grocery store 
everyone looked at me like I was some kind of nut case—talking to my children about what I was doing, what 
we were having for dinner, naming fruits and vegetables long before they could talk—that was a stroke of 
genius. Children learn to talk when people talk to them. Not through baby DVDs.  

So I hope you can squeeze some time into your busy lives for a good read. Pick up that book your child has 
brought home from school, either the assigned one or one from the library. Ask them what they like to read and 
why. If you can remember some favorites from your childhood, recommend them to your child as possibilities.  
Or use them as read aloud books. We probably have them in the Lafayette library. And if you want to get 
yourself thinking, find a copy of NurtureShock for you to read. I’m sure it will get you thinking. That is one of 
the reasons we read, right? 
 
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday. 

 


