
Tuesday Bulletin 
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association 
Lafayette Elementary School  Washington, DC 

December 8, 2009 www.lafayettehsa.org     Jennifer Lanoff, editor 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
December 17 (Thursday) – Holiday Class Parties 
December 21 to January 1 – Winter Vacation 
January 4 (Monday) – School Resumes 
January 14 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 15 (Friday) – Professional Day, No School 
January 18 (Monday) – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, No School 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Project learning at Lafayette…(see page 4) 

 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  

This week’s column is mainly going to focus on upcoming events.  But first we need to give a shout out to 
Laura Scalzo for coordinating the super successful benefit concert last Saturday night with Emmy-award 
winning singer Kevin Briody.  The evening was described as “magical.”  Huge thanks also to Ken and Nina 
Bryant for opening their home to 70+ guests. 

This week we have two new events that are conveniently taking place right on The Avenue.  Wednesday, 
December 9th, will be our first-ever Lafayette Sponsor Appreciation Day in front of Child’s Play from 10:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Our generous sponsors will be on hand, the HSA will be serving hot cider, and if you spend 
more than $150 during those two hours you’ll get a blue Lafayette reusable shopping bag for free! 

Thursday, December 10th, is the special 10:30 a.m. matinee at The Avalon.  Two equally great films are 
showing for us:  “The Blindside” and “Coco Before Chanel.”  So, treat yourself to a pre-holiday break (no 
babysitter needed), grab a coffee at the Avalon Café, and enjoy a relaxing morning with parents and friends.   

And we know it may seem like light years away, but the school auction is just around the corner on March 
20th – pen it in your new 2010 calendar!  Kristen Willsey and Michelle Dolge, the event co-chairs, are doing a 
remarkable job organizing the event.  Check out the website to learn about the cool eco theme, how to donate 
(now conveniently and easily on-line), and many more exciting details – go to www.lafayettehsa.org and then 
click on “Under the Canopy – An Evening in the Rainforest” on the right hand side. 
 
SPONSOR APPRECIATION DAY! 
Just in time for your holiday shopping – join the HSA on Wednesday, December 9th in front of Child’s Play 
from 10 a.m.-12:00 a.m. for our first-ever sponsor appreciation day!  You’ll enjoy complimentary hot cider and 
a chance to meet our generous sponsors:  Barston’s Child’s Play, Andra Gram & Mike Senko (Long and Foster 
realtors), Steve Agostino (Taylor 4 Real Estate), and Jennifer Knoll (Long and Foster realtor). Bonus:  If you 
spend more than $150 at Child’s Play that morning you’ll receive a FREE Lafayette eco-shopping bag (while 
supplies last).  We hope you will join us to shop and thank our sponsors for their support.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Diana Blitz or Lisa Resch (co-presidents), or Diana Rojas or Sabrina Neptune (Ways 
and Means). 
 
AUCTION 2010:  UNDER THE CANOPY:  AN EVENING IN THE RAINFOREST 
Call for Donations:  The success of the Spring Auction hinges on the generous donations we receive from you, 
the Lafayette families.  We need every family to consider what they might be able to give to the auction - every 
item donated translates into funds for out kids!  Donate your talents, or buy something special and donate it to 
Lafayette.  Need ideas?  Check out the Auction 2010 on the Lafayette website (www.lafayettehsa.org) and click 
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on the “Donations” page.  Donate now to get your 2009 tax deduction!  It’s easier than ever – donations can be 
submitted directly from the “Donations” page so get some ideas then click and send! 

ISO Photoshop Editors:  Do you love to play around with your family photos on Photoshop?  Are you 
looking to practice those Photoshop skills?  The auction Photography committee needs your help with an 
exciting new auction category.  Please contact Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Kristin Willsey 
(kwillsey@verizon.net) if you can help with this project. 
 
IMAGES NEWS 
Congratulations to Lafayette’s artists and writers whose work was selected for the beautiful 2010 art and literary 
calendar.  Here they are! 
ARTISTS:    Greta Jelen, cover; Catherine Bowman, back cover; Josh Taubman, January; Sophie Weich, 

February; Samantha Jolles, March; Tyki Coston, Maisy Dombo, and Henry Shaunessy, April; 
Maggie Brach and Emily Shaw, May; Maya Forcier, June; Sasha Garcia and Sammy Toggas, July; 
Kayla Howard, August; Sam Shapiro, September; Madeleine Carroll, Samirah Gyles, Paulina 

Inglima and Caroline Whittey, October; Zola Canady, Chloe Leo and Robert Scalzo, November; 
Elena Michael, December; and Joe Himmelfarb, January 2011. 

WRITERS:   Emily Kaperst, John Rogan, Mizan Irby, Jalen Cigne, January; Irina Fuss. Elizabeth 

O’Brien, Torin O’Brien, Regan Staudenraus, February; Kevin Clark, May McLaughlin, Grace 

Neville, Isabella Radifera, March; Alessandra Guy, Madeleine Teems, Sam Himmelfarb, April; Eva 

Brickman, Tom Giagtzoglou, Claire Shaw, Gabriel Solomon, May;  Elilta Abera, Michael Duong, 
Brooke McKalip, Zach Neville, Evelyn Smyth, June; Gabi Aladjem, Jalen Ford, Emma McReady, 
Ella Pearlman-Chang, Lindsay Pierce, July; Isaiah Barnes, Eden Breslow, Krishna Cousins, 
Oliver Walke, August; Claire Cooper, Kate Cunningham, Misha Dunn, Jonah McKearn, Carl 

Morison, September; Nicholas Pomper, Nils Schofer, Ruby Shevlin, Jacob Weitzner, October; 
Danielle Breslow, Peter Colevas, Alex Hannah, Justice Page, November; Duncan Hudson, Sienna 

Radifera, Zach Schauer, December; Caleigh Bartash, Jadyn Dixon, Nathalie Reinstein, Alex Silva, 
Caroline Sroka, Laurant Williams, January 2011. 

While the writing and art of all our students can’t appear in a limited vehicle like the calendar, please remember 
that calendar sales help to ensure the publication of IMAGES, the annual art and literary anthology that does 
contain writing and art by each Lafayette student.  We are still looking for parents to help with calendar sales – 
by helping with morning and afternoon sales in the Great Hall and by taking calendars to local merchants to 
sell. Calendars are $15 each or $28 for two. Checks should be made out to LHSA. 
 
WISE CORNER – Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 
Attached you will find the December/ January Wise newsletter, which is about early childhood developmental 
and delays, and a flyer about the new DCPS program, Early Stages.  This is the program that provides screening 
and supports for children ages 3 to 5 who may be experiencing developmental delays.  Representatives from 
Early Stages will be on hand at Lafayette’s next WISE meeting to give an overview of their services and answer 
questions, which will take place on Wednesday, December 16th, at 3:30 p.m., in the Special Education Center.  
Please help us spread the word about this great program, and we hope to see you on the 16th!   
 
FROM THE LIBRARY – Ms. McIntosh, Librarian 
I want to thank the students and parents of Lafayette for a great Scholastic book fair.  We sold just over $10,000 
in books.  The library received over $3,000 in new books and $1,000 went into the Student Activities Fund 
which pays for activities such as the cost of transportation for the 1st graders to sing at Walter Reed Hospital. 
Thanks to all the parents who helped with the cash registers and especially Mrs. Korn and Ben Korn for helping 
to pack up after the fair.  We are hosting another fair in May and Scholastic would like to do a buy-one-get-one-
free book fair with Lafayette.  

There are holidays books on display upstairs and downstairs for students to look at.  I also have our 
cookbooks on display, so come check one out.  There are, as always, many new books added weekly to our 
collection, so if it’s new, we probably have it.  Thanks to all the students who have been helping me shelve 
books lately. 
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Accelerated Reader News for November 
Wow, what a month!!  This month flew by as more and more students are reading and earning points on 
Accelerated Reader.  There are some new names on the list and a few students who have already earned well 
over 200 points.  There are a number of great point earners who haven’t made the list yet, but they are moving 
up fast.  We want to recognize all the students who are earning points, so this month a dragon went up on the 
library staircase with all the names of students who have taken two or more quizzes and earned 80% or more on 
those quizzes.  Each student has a dragon “scale” with his or her name on it.  We will be adding new scales with 
new names.  Please remember that most of our younger students are earning .5 for one book.  A student with 10 
points has read and passed at least 20 quizzes. 

All students can take a quiz from 8 a.m.-8:40 a.m. during their library visits, or in their classroom, if time 
allows, during DEAR time and after school. For the month of December, students in 1st through 3rd grades will 
have DEAR time in library from 1 p.m.-1:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. Our 4th and 5th graders have 
DEAR time from 1 p.m.-1:30 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  If you would like to learn more about 
this great reading program, come see me before or after school or send a note to the teacher if you think your 
child needs to have some private time with me to better acquaint him or her with the program.  I have been 
working with all students in 1st through 5th grades on this program when they visit the library but I am happy to 
give additional time and encouragement.  So here we go with the scores!! 
Fifth Grade 
Ms. Betz: Total Points--344 
Top Scores: Alexander Joyce-Johnson, 106; Kayla Howard, 40; Mason Strazzella, 32 
Mr. Gregal: Total Points--338 
Top Scores:  Michael Foose, 114; Johanna Horvath, 56; Joseph Spaeth, 51 
Mr. Jewett: Total Points--256 
Top Scores: John Szulc-Donnell, 88; Ruby Shevlin, 41; Julia Agostino, 27 
Fourth Grade 
Ms. Fratto:  Total Points--761 
Top Scores: William Ruppert, 207; Tsega-Ab Abera, 191; Samuel Himmelfarb, 98 
Ms. Freund:  Total Points--449 
Top Scores:  Jacob Weitzner, 61; Christopher Norman, 57; Michael Edgell, 55 
Ms. Kennedy:  Total Points--533 
Top Scores:  Isaac Frumkin, 262; Zola Canady, 77; Benjamin Korn, 76 
Ms. Shapiro:  Total Points--223 
Top Scores:  Carl Morison, 57; Nicholas Whitman, 47; Thomas Zeitler, 39 
Third Grade 
Ms. Jensen:  Total Points--483 
Top Scores:  Zachary Neville, 171; Talia Zitner, 86; Adin McGurk, 45 
Ms. Kushnir:  Total Points--469 
Top Scores: Kerry Gionis, 142; David Morales-Sanz, 86; Sarah Cooper, 48 
Ms. Tepfer: Total Points--556 
Top Scores:  Joshua Taubman, 148; George Miller, 142; Robert Kovar, 124 
Ms. Yebwab: Total Points--465 
Top Scores: Marc Brown, 129; Ellida Parker, 87; Anna Ganote, 58 
Second Grade 
Ms. Breslin: Total Points--97 
Top Scores: Torin O’Brien, 62; Iona Volynets, 6; Yonatan Dawit, 6; Katherine Hammes, 5; Noah Gold, 5 
Ms. Cobb: Total Points--21 
Top Scores:  Allison Pierce, 6; A.J. Maner, 5; Marleigh Ausbrooks, 2 
Ms. Harn: Total Points--43 
Top Scores:  Gabrielle Aladjem, 13; Joseph Ruppert, 11; Alexandra Waterman, 11; Avery Dunn, 5.9 
Ms. Nickel: Total Points--94 
Top Scores: Emma Younger, 26; Brendan Klein, 18; Ashley Byrnes, 14 
Ms. Stanton:  Total Points--603 
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Top Scores:  Maren Dunn, 116; Ella Pearlman-Chang, 55; Elise Reeder, 51 
First Grade 
Ms. Baldwin:  Total Points--130 
Top Scores: Andrew Burris, 63; Theo Greiff, 25; Madeline Vassalo, 20 
Ms. Howard: Total Points--25 
Top Scores: Hannah Darnell, 7; Gabrielle Cestari, 4; Margaret Hankins, 3; Miranda Moody, 3 
Ms. Phillips:  Total Points--14 
Top Scores: Linnea Byrne-Kvalsvik, 4; Tristan May, 1.5; Elijah Moore, 1.5; Grace Foose, 1; Avery 

Wright, 1 
Ms. Stoffa: Total Points--64 
Top Scores: Lillian Zhou, 42; Angeline Daniels-Arnold, 13; Oliver Miller, 4 
Congratulations top scores!!  All of you are doing a great job!! 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Project learning is a big part of what happens each day at Lafayette.  We just love to do projects in all grades 
and classrooms.  As November finished, Teams 2 and 4 were full of Native American projects.  The fourth 
grade has moved on to the early explorers of North America, and now a collection of postcards written home by 
some of these early adventurers is up on their walls.   Many of the third grade classes are gearing up for their 
first authors’ celebration day when the students read their personal narratives to each other and to their parents.   

But in fifth grade the projects are particularly interesting.  In Mr. Gregal’s social studies class, the current 
unit is called Social Justice.  What were some of the early human rights movements in the 1800’s and how did 
they affect the society of that time?  Students have identified famous abolitionists, muckrakers, and labor 
leaders, and are putting together fact sheets on each one.  In January, I get to take over the classes for a 
morning, and show them the photographs of Lewis Hine, who worked on the issue of child labor and became an 
important force in passing laws restricting jobs children could hold and the hours they could work.  It’s quite an 
eye opener when they see the pictures of seven year olds selling the Washington Post on street corners in the 
late 1890’s. 

Mr. Jewett too, has taken the children back into time.  Much further back.  He has wanted to teach a 
Shakespeare unit for some time and so the children are currently reading A Midsummer Night’s Dream.   Last 
week in the library Ms. McIntosh helped with providing some background information to the class.  Ms. 
McIntosh, a former high school English teacher, had downloaded some videos from Discovery Learning and 
spent last week’s library period showing them to the students.  They got to see what the Globe Theater looked 
like and learned about the groundlings who stood and watched the entire play for a penny.   How only men 
played all the roles.  Where Shakespeare found his ideas.  And why, while the students might think a 
Shakespearian play is really something old fashioned and not really interesting to them, this was the popular 
entertainment of that time. 

Back in the classroom each child is using a split page edition to help them read the play.  One page is the 
original Shakespeare; the next is a more modern translation.  The room is filled with resource books about life 
in Elizabethan England.  The children have been listening to the play on tape and are hearing how it does 
rhyme.  And for a fun activity, they got to write bawdy insults using the language of the 1600’s.  More is on the 
way as the students continue to learn about the adventures of Puck and Bottom, Oberon and Titania, and all the 
other characters running around in the woods that night.   

Why all the projects?  First of all, most of them are fun.  Students like to do them.  But project-based 
learning has another big purpose.  It is fine to learn vocabulary words, facts and dates, names and places.  There 
are lots of areas that require that important information.  Sometimes you do need to take a test to measure that 
kind of learning.  But after that step, the big question is what to do with those facts.  And that is where the 
projects come in.  They allow the children to use that data in new and interesting ways.  They allow the children 
to use more materials than just paper and pencils.  And many times they allow the children to work in small 
groups of fellow students.  Skills that we hear are going to be more and more important in the future.   Just the 
kind of learning we want to see happening each day at Lafayette.  
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Temple Sinai Nursery School Winter Benefit Concert.  Come see Milkshake Trio - LIVE IN CONCERT!!!  
Sunday, December 13, 2009 at 10:30 a.m., Temple Sinai Social Hall, 3100 Military Road, N.W.  Tickets $10/ 
person in advance; $15 per person at the door (children age 2 & under FREE).  Doors Open at 10 a.m. 
For advance tickets and additional concert information, email tsnswinterconcert@gmail.com or pick up a 
donation/ order form from the Nursery School or Temple Sinai Main Office.  All proceeds to benefit Temple 
Sinai Nursery School. 
*  The Children's Art Studio is a local nonprofit founded on the belief that children reap tremendous 
emotional, intellectual, and developmental gains from making art.  We have just secured a new, beautiful studio 
at 4737 Wisconsin Avenue, N,W.  Please come join us for Winter Camps, Saturday Workshops, and full day 
classes on the days when DCPS is closed to students.  Email childrensartstudio@gmail.com to sign up or check 
us out at:  www.childrensartstudio.org. 
*  Art exhibit by local artist featuring paintings of the area.  Nicole is the big sister of Lafayette student  
Kevin Michael Kearns.  The opening for the show is December 10th from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Prints available. 
Questions please call (301) 704-2470, or go to http://www.theavantgardegallery.com/artists/bourgea.html. 
*  Nanny available - Our wonderful nanny will be available beginning in February and is looking for full or 
part-time work in the Chevy Chase, D.C. neighborhood.  Sheela has many years of experience with young 
children and is extremely reliable. Call Sheela directly at (301) 942 2476 or call Caren for a reference at (202) 
966- 4959. 
 

 

 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   

 


