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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 17 (Thursday) – Holiday Class Parties 
December 21 to January 1 – Winter Vacation 
January 4 (Monday) – School Resumes 
January 14 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
January 15 (Friday) – Professional Day, No School 
January 18 (Monday) – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, No School 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Countdown to vacation (page 3). 
 

FROM THE HSA - Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, Co-Presidents    

As this is the last column we write before the holiday break, we want to wish you all a very happy and healthy 
holiday season. Enjoy your children! 
 After many years of a sandbox filled with rodent droppings, rusty equipment, and bugs from the Jurassic 
Era -- our new Pre-K/K playground only requires three more days without rain to finish the work. We know the 
kids are so anxious to get out there. As you know, the Lafayette HSA was able to budget this project through 
successful fundraising efforts. With your approval at our General meeting last June, we began meeting with 
playground equipment suppliers and contractors. At the end of July, we made our choices and issued a check to 
serve as a down payment for the equipment. Simultaneously, we were meeting with professionals from the 
District's facilities' office to pursue information about possible financial assistance for this project. We knew 
that the District had generously assisted other schools whose facilities were also in disrepair. Recently, we 
learned that the District is funding the remainder of this project and we are very grateful! 
 In addition, the District is quite concerned with the leaks along the base of the brick wall near the blue and 
orange playground in the back of the school. Water is leaking into the gym wall and underneath the flooring. 
The water is also causing damage to the exterior brick wall along this playground facing the track. In order to 
avoid long-term damages from mold and rot, these professionals are planning to fix the leaks and replace 
damaged walls, floors, and equipment. This project would require the removal of the blue and orange 
playground, which is very old and needs to be replaced. So that our older children will have a suitable place to 
play other than open spaces, the District is installing playground equipment at the edge of the green-top, near 
the front of the building, utilizing primarily the grass/mud area. This work began yesterday! 
 Again, have a wonderful vacation! 
 

Winter Holiday Concert  

 Tuesday, December 15 at 11 AM in the Great Hall 

Parents, students and teachers invited! 
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FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher Grades 1-5             

You may want to take a last peak at the 4th grade Native American museum in the cafeteria as the building 
displays are changing to reflect the new season. Look for 1st grade winter trees, 4th grade Frida Kahlo inspired 
portraits, and 5th grade romantic landscapes after Albert Bierstadt. In addition, the 5th grade Underground 
Railroad paper quilts using translations, rotations, and reflections (and created using the Apple laptops last 
month) will be hung in the Great Hall soon. Last but not least, students in Ms. Shapiro’s class created paintings 
to celebrate nature for Climate Education Day at American University last month. See a sampling of 
their work in the hall next to the nurse’s office. 
 New units include the 3rd grade architecture unit which we kicked off using the photos they took of DC 
buildings last month to create a new piece of art. Also, 4th graders will study 18th and 19th century American 
art in the months to come. And 5th graders will move into art from the turn of the century, including American 
impressionism, wartime art, and art from the Great Depression and the Harlem Renaissance.  
 Just a heads up to parents of 1st and 2nd graders that the pottery coming home wrapped in their beautiful 
mandala paper is food safe and can be put in the dishwasher or microwave. 
 I wish you all a happy, art-filled holiday season - maybe a chance to get to a museum workshop or take in 
the sculpture garden while skating on the ice rink. (I hear there’s an amazing new tree sculpture there that’s not 
to be missed.  

 
        

THANK YOU!    
The Lafayette Home and School Association would like to thank Steve Agostino, of the Taylor Agostino 
Group, for signing on as a promotional sponsor of the 2009-10 year. Support from our business community 
enhances our school programs and events. For more information about Lafayette's Promotional Sponsorship 
Package, contact Sabrina Neptune or Diana Rojas. 
 
DEAL OPEN HOUSES 
Please see the attached flyer for information on three upcoming Open Houses at Deal Middle School. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Lafayette Recreation Center Winter programs officially begin the week of January 4th. The recreation 
center will be offering a variety of activities including basketball and cheerleading. To find out more 
information please contact Mike Thompkins or Rachael PremDas at (202) 282-2206 or stop by the recreation 
center (the field house at the top of the hill behind Lafayette Elementary).  
*Babysitter needed beginning January 4th until the end of the school year.  Mondays, Wednesdays, 
 and Thursdays from 3-6 PM.  Must drive and have own car.  Please call Jodi Moraru at (202) 237-9666. 
*If you need excellent help with laundry, light housecleaning, party help or someone to watch your kids over 
the holidays (from Dec. 20-31), please call Maria Diaz at (240) 706-0294 (Min of 4 hrs., preferably a full day).  
For a reference or any questions, please call Julie Maner at 966-5331. 
*Nanny Available. Our loving nanny will be available beginning in January (or possibly sooner if needed). She 
is looking for full or part-time work. Please call Karla directly at (240) 418-3475.  References available. 
*For Sale by former Lafayette Family:  Like-New POTTERY BARN DRESSERS (2).  Current catalog price 
$800 each plus $150 shipping, available now for $450 (includes baskets) or best offer. Dressers are ever-so 
slightly scratched and marked.  Call (301) 983-0148 or email karil@inmd.us 
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*Holiday Jewelry Showcase. Friday, December 18th in the Upper Library from 3:30-5:00 PM. Handmade 
jewelry using precious and semi-precious gemstones and metals designed by Linda Blackbourn. www.A-
Zjewelrydesign.com   
 *Babysitter/Nanny Needed.  A full-time/part-time babysitter needed for 4-month-old baby boy. Call J. 
Russell (202) 640-0494.  
*The Edmund Burke School invites all family members and friends to our Winter Open House, Saturday, 
January 9, 2010 from 1-3:30 PM.  Burke, a co-ed, college prep school serving grades 6-12, offers a challenging 
and creative academic program in a warm, supportive and inclusive environment. Applications are due January 
15th.  Come learn about our unique school. 4101 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington DC 20008. 
www.eburke.org 
*Edmund Burke School Open House:  All fifth grade parents are invited to an open house to allow parents of 
Burke students to share our experience with you and answer questions about this extraordinary school. The 
Open House will take place on Tuesday, January 5 at 6:30 PM at the home of  Murch parents Cinzia Roveta and 
Tom Larkin, 3633 Everett Street, NW. To RSVP or to ask questions, please contact Trudy Vincent (mother of 
Abby Shapiro, Lafayette ’09) at (202) 228-0291 or trurick@aol.com   
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It hardly seems possible that winter break is already here. Maybe it’s because the first parent teacher conference 
day was scheduled in December or I have spent two months this fall on the new evaluation system for DCPS - 
normally a spring job - but to me the year seems all out of kilter. There is a rhythm to the school year that 
building level people get used to and this year the rhythm just seems a little out of whack. 
 There is a lot to do this week. As you receive this bulletin, we will be having a holiday concert at the 
school. Our band and percussion ensemble will be making their first appearances of the school year.  Other 
students have been auditioning with Mrs. Stump for some individual and small group selections to add to the 
performance. Thursday morning we head back to Walter Reed with these students for another appearance at 
their monthly recognition ceremony.  On Thursday afternoon, our winter parties will be taking place. And then 
on Friday morning we have a group from the National Symphony Orchestra coming to perform for grades 3, 4 
and 5.  
 In many classrooms, students will be cleaning out their desks and cubbies. It’s time to throw out some trash 
so when we come back in January everything is ready for what comes up next on the schedule.  So lots of 
projects will be sent home this week as well as papers and reports.  We’re especially fanatical about making 
sure all snack remains make it to the garbage cans.  Our little park friends can have a field day in a quiet 
building looking for granola bar crumbs and goldfish crackers.  Out will come the wipes as we wash off 
surfaces and the inside of desks making sure we leave everything spic and span.  
 On Wednesday afternoon, our special education staff is hosting a meeting with the Early Stages 
department, the new special education division tasked with working with preschool children with disabilities.  
DCPS is trying to locate and identify these children before they arrive at the local elementary school.  Early 
intervention is so important for future success. We have number of neighborhood three year olds who already 
come to Lafayette for a wide variety of special education services.  Early Stages would like to see that number 
grow.   
 And while the children never stop learning at Lafayette, neither do the teachers; on Wednesday afternoon 
there will be a Kennedy Center Changing Education Through the Arts class here. Our artist visits have already 
begun with the required follow-up conferences and study groups. We have more workshops planned for the 
spring on reading strategies and differentiated instruction. Just a part of our on-going commitment to 
continually improve what we do for our students. 
 On Friday afternoon, out the doors the students and teachers will go for their well-deserved two-week 
vacation.  You may think that the building will empty fairly quickly. Not so. Some people will be all ready to 
leave, but there will be a surprisingly large number of staff who will be here late that afternoon making sure 
everything is ready for January 4.  Other staff members will be coming in over the break for some quiet time in 
their classrooms making materials and planning new lessons. The custodians will be here most of the time doing 
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what is called deep-cleaning, those jobs that can’t be done quickly in a building full of children.  But for the 
most part the building is very quiet in late December. 
 I’m getting out of town, too.  It’s off to Dallas and then on to Amarillo for some time with Jeremy’s family.  
On January 2 we are heading to Phoenix, Arizona for the Fiesta Bowl. I won’t be back to Lafayette until the 7th, 
hopefully celebrating a big win. At that point it will be time for me to get back into the school year rhythm.  
Budget planning, PK lottery, projections and parent surveys all on-tap to start in January. We have our mid-year 
reading and math checks to do with the 3rd –5th grades. Two big Tuesday tours.  New students arriving and 
some leaving. A professional development day and report cards.  All in all a full month. 
 So please accept my best wishes for a wonderful holiday season.  Spend some time making memories and 
traditions.  Enjoy the family visits that are coming up. And root for the TCU Horned Frogs when the Fiesta 
Bowl is played.  I’ll be back in January.  See you then. 
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Alice Deal Middle School 

OPEN HOUSE(S) 
 

Tuesday, November 17th  9:30am - 
2:45 pm 

Tuesday, December 15th   9:30 am - 

2:45 pm 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 

   9:00 am - Noon 
  

Current and Prospective parents have three opportunities 

to visit Alice Deal Middle School. 
 

• Please come visit our classrooms and see why we are the highest 

performing middle school in the District! 
• Learn about our exciting academic and extra curricular programs 

• Sample our advanced math offerings 

• Try out our World Language classes (Spanish, French, Chinese) 

• See the result of our work to establish an International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years program. 
• Tour our newly modernized building  

• Experience team teaching and our rigorous academic program first 

hand! 

• See our amazing students and teachers in action! 

 
Open House #1 – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH (9:30-2:45) 

Open House #2 – TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH (9:30-2:45) 

Open House #3 – SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010 (9a – noon) 
 
 
 

For more information -- visit www.alicedeal.org 
 

Alice Deal Middle School        3815 Fort Drive, NW  202-939-2010 


