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              LSAT and HSA Elections are Coming Up!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              
Calling all Lafayette Parents and Guardians! The Lafayette Elementary School Local School Advisory Team (LSAT) and Home School Association (HSA) Elections are coming up! Nominations are due May 3rd! Voting begins on May 28th!

LSAT:

Candidates for the LSAT must be parents or guardians with a student enrolled at Lafayette Elementary School and a deep commitment to promoting high expectations and achievement for Lafayette by serving in an advisory capacity to the principal. Candidates should be willing to learn about school operations while advising the principal on budget, school goals and priorities, student progress, culture, and family engagement. The work of the LSAT is essential to ensure our students have the resources needed to achieve their academic excellence. To ask a question or to submit an LSAT nomination for yourself, please email *protected email*
. 

LSAT Elected Positions: Four Parent Rep positions (1 year term limit)

HSA Elected Positions:

Co-President (2 positions)

Co-Treasurer (1 position)

Candidates for the HSA must be a parent or guardian who has a student enrolled at Lafayette Elementary School. Ideal candidates are passionate about Lafayette and have a commitment to making the community more inclusive as we work to create a culture of belonging for all Lafayette families. Please share your time and talents with us as we work together to raise money that directly supports our students and staff, and to plan events that foster connections and celebrate our school. 

In addition to the elected roles, the HSA has over 50 committee positions that support our belonging initiative, fundraising, event planning, communications, and finance. Come learn about open positions and find out how you can get involved! 

To ask a question or to submit an HSA nomination for yourself or someone else, please email *protected email*
.



            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Budget Advocacy 2024

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Dear Lafayette community,

Your advocacy is urgently needed. For many schools across DCPS – including Lafayette – the Mayor’s proposed budget is woefully inadequate. It leaves schools without funds to cover their current staff and having to cut positions. 

There are two easy, time-sensitive actions we hope you’ll take right now to influence the budget process:

	Sign this petition to advocate for increasing school budgets! 


Costs have gone up, and this years’ budget does not cover those greater costs. The proposed DCPS budget therefore contains cuts — small increases in funding provided in the Mayor’s budget do not come close to covering the new required costs — for a majority of schools. If nothing is done, hundreds of our best teachers will be laid off at a time when we need to be working to retain teachers and staff. 

For Lafayette, this could mean the loss of eight positions across all teams and at least three classroom teachers. You can read more about anticipated impacts at our school here. 

	Submit testimony for the Budget Oversight Hearing


The DC Council will be holding a budget oversight hearing for DCPS on April 4. You can register to testify live at the hearing (in person or virtually), or you &/or your student can submit written or voicemail testimony for the public record, at this link: https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/350  For help crafting your message, you can refer to Dr. B’s recent message about anticipated impacts at our school here, but we can and should advocate for an approach to public school funding that ensures that *all* schools have the resources they need to adequately educate their students.

 

Your advocacy now could help influence the budget process. Please sign the petition and share with other concerned parents/neighbors/citizens, then submit written testimony for the budget hearing. We have an opportunity to change the trajectory of school funding, but we need everyone’s voice! Together we can help ensure a bright future for all DCPS students!

_______________________________________________________________________

For more ways advocate for sensible school budgets, see our Advocacy page.

Info for a budget advocacy page

On this page you will find various avenues for budget-related advocacy, especially for any schools like Lafayette who are feeling concerned that their submitted budgets will not allow them to adequately serve their students and meet their CSP (Comprehensive School Plan) goals.

	 Petition to restore funding to DCPS Schools


A quick action you can do is to sign this petition and share it with your school community: https://www.change.org/p/fully-fund-our-public-schools-fc17d362-3481-4811-8d20-8232207697d1

	 Contacting your DC Council representative (and others)


We highly recommend that every LSAT send a message to your DC Council representative informing them about your submitted budget, especially any cuts you were forced to make for the coming school year. [Council has the final say on the budget and has indicated that they are planning to make sure schools get some additional funding, so this will help give them (a) reasons to do this and (b) the information they need to do it well.]

Here are things to consider covering in your message:

	The number of positions your school cut in your submitted budget
	The specific positions cut, or at least an overview of the types of positions being cut (for example “five subject teachers, two special education teachers, one arts teacher, two members of the academic support team, four members of the climate and culture team…”)
	The expected impact of these cuts on student learning, engagement, belonging, support, attendance, or other CSP goals
	How much money is needed to fund any additional positions that your school needs to adequately serve the students (you can find the cost for specific positions for the coming school year at https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-development-guide/additional-information/#Item_Catalog)


Here are people to consider including as recipients:

	The DC Council representative for your school’s ward, along with Chairman Mendelson and the at-large reps (https://dccouncil.gov/councilmembers)
	The Mayor’s Office: e…@dc.gov
	DCPS Chancellor Dr. Lewis Ferebee: chanc…@k12.dc.gov
	Deputy Mayor for Education Paul Kihn: paul…@dc.gov
	The State Board of Education representative for your school’s ward (https://sboe.dc.gov/page/board-biographies)
	The ANC (Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner) for the Single Member District where your school is located (https://dcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=12bb36e8b77a4a8780125e77e990b146)
	Your school’s Community Action Team representative (https://dcps.dc.gov/page/community-action-team)
	The DC LSAT Collective team: lsatcoll…@gmail.com
	Also, submit your letter as testimony for the Council’s Budget Oversight Hearing by pasting or uploading it at https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/testimony/350, and consider sharing it live by registering to testify (more on this below)


	 Provide testimony for the Budget Oversight Hearing


The DC Council will be holding a budget oversight hearing for DCPS on April 3. You can register to testify live at the hearing (in person or virtually), or you can submit written or voicemail testimony for the public record, at this link: https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/350

Some tips on providing testimony:

	Topics to cover are the same as in #2 above
	If you want to testify live, you should register here ASAP. Check the box to testify on District of Columbia Public Schools. You don’t have to have your testimony written before you register — you can submit it the day of, or even after you testify. The sooner your register, the earlier you’ll be on the list, and these hearings can run for 12+ hours!
	You will be given a limited time (probably 3 minutes) to speak, so make sure you plan what you want to say, practice so you know how long it takes, and pick 3-5 main points and be clear on what they are so you can highlight them if you have to cut it short. You *can* submit a longer written testimony for the record if you have more to say than fits in 3 minutes (though keep in mind that the more you write, the less likely it will all get read). 
	If multiple people from your school will be testifying, try to coordinate so you are making the same key points.
	Children are allowed to testify, so if you have a passionate student advocate, they can register and speak, and their testimony is always very impactful.
	You will not be given a specific time window for your testimony. Instead, a day or two before the hearing, they will publish the Witness List on the hearing page. Check that to see what number you are on the list. They will start at #1 and work their way down the list throughout the day. If you aren’t available when they call you, there is no guarantee they will fit you in later, so do try to be ready. You can join the DCPS Parent Leaders WhatsApp at https://chat.whatsapp.com/KMCHTlYcKfq4rRJT0wmiyQ if you’d like to receive updates throughout the day about where they are on the witness list, which can be very helpful.
	If you don’t want to testify live, you can (and should!) still submit written or voicemail-recorded testimony, which will be part of the public record. This remains open for 2 weeks after the hearing date. You can paste or upload written testimony here, or record a voicemail by calling 202-430-6948 (3 minutes max).


	 Attend the WTU Rally on April 3


WTU is planning to hold a budget rally / solidarity event on April 3 in conjunction with the Budget Oversight Hearing. Details on timing, location, etc will be shared as they become available, so stay tuned!

	 Touch base with Amelia French from Advocates for Justice and Education


For any parents who would like some assistance developing an advocacy agenda and/or crafting testimony to secure more funding for their child’s school, feel free to reach out to Amelia French from Advocates for Justice and Education. Email: amelia…@aje-dc.org / Phone: 202-678-8060, ext 109

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Countdown to the Spring Auction!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              The Lafayette Auction is less than a month away! Get your tickets and sponsor a teacher ticket if you are able: https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com. 

Looking for kid friendly DC activities? The auction has you covered with Mount Vernon, International Spy Museum, and College Park Aviation Museum tickets along with Planet Word Kreeger Museum memberships. Also check out items from Capitol City Little League, Dynamite Gymnastics, Kaizen Karate, Lafayette Tennis Association, Silver Stars Gymnastics, The Adventure Park at Sandy Spring Friends School, TK Martial Arts, and ZavaZone.    

Thank you to our annual sponsors!

Blue Ribbon Grizzly Bear Sponsor & Lead Auction Sponsor Pam Wye and Liz Mandle – Donovan, Wye & Mandle Compass

[image: ][image: ]

Gold Panda Bear Sponsor

Julie Roberts – Long & Foster – Gold Panda Bear Sponsor 

Silver Teddy Bear Sponsors 

Avalon Theater – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Safesplash Swim School –  Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Brian Williams – Williams Team Cross Country Mortgage – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Kimberly Cestari of Long & Foster Realtors – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Bennett Frank McCarthy Architects – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Heather Davenport – Compass – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Kids Up Reading Coaches – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Lafayette Tennis Association – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Kids Elite Sports – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Bronze Cub Sponsors 

CCPC After School Program – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Center for Family WellBeing – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Bare Hair Studio – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Blue44 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Potomac Pizza– Bronze Cub Sponsor

Restoration 1 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              CAPE Encouragement Goody Bag

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Student Council is selling CAPE Testing Goody Bags for students in Grades 3, 4, and 5.

For $5, students receive a goody bag with fun erasers, a groovy pencil, an encouraging sticker for water bottles or elsewhere, and some mints to enjoy while testing!

All proceeds will go towards the 5th Grade Overnight Camping Trip! Orders must be placed on or before Sunday, 4/21. No exceptions!

Purchase your Goody Bag Here

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              4th & 5th Grade Spring Dance

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Student Council presents the 4th & 5th Grade Spring Dance! Come celebrate the start of Spring Break with dancing, snacks, and fun with friends.

Tickets must be purchased on or before Thursday, 4/11. No exceptions!

 

Date: Friday, April 12th 

Place: Cafeteria

Time: 3:30-5:00

 

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the link below. All proceeds will go towards the 5th Grade Overnight Camping Trip! 

 

Click here to buy tickets

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              LSAT Meeting on Wednesday, April 10

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              The Lafayette LSAT will meet on Wednesday, 4/10 from 7:30 am – 8:30 am via Teams.  The link is below.  The agenda is as follows:

April 10th LSAT Agenda

– LSAT and HSA election schedule and tasks

– Update on budget (if there is new information)

– Reminder of the enrollment deadline

– Proposed agenda for May and June meetings

– Community Panel for the selection of the Principal 

– Field Project

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device

Click here to join the meeting

As a reminder, all LSAT meetings are open to the public.  However, the only meeting participants are the elected parents, staff, and community members.  

Would you like to have a question or issue addressed by the LSAT?  Drop your question here. 

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Calling all 3rd Grade parents!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              
The morning drop-off line is staffed by Lafayette parents, and each month we ask parents from a specific grade to volunteer. We have run through all of the grades, so this month we are circling back around to 3rd grade to ask for volunteers. This will begin on Monday, April 1st. For those of you not familiar with this volunteer opportunity, it involves showing up at 8:25am at the Northampton St entrance of school, helping the kids out of the cars as quickly as possible beginning at 8:30am, then sending the cars on their way. It ends when the school doors close at 8:40am. Please arrive promptly at 8:25am as we have recently had issues with no one being there at 8:30 when the drop-off line is supposed to start. The line happens rain or shine. There will be a Lafayette teacher assigned to the line each day as well and they can answer any questions you have. It’s a really easy way to volunteer your time and it provides a valuable service for the school. Please consider signing up for a few slots this month via the link below so that we can ensure full coverage. Ideally we’d have four volunteers per day, but look for those slots that have two or less volunteers. Next month will be assigned to 2nd Grade Parents. Thanks so much for your help and if you have any questions, please email Alison Lapointe at *protected email*
.

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CA9AE2CABF5C25-48796658-april


 

If you are using the drop-off line, kids should only exit the cars on the side closest to the school. Please do not get out of your car, and if your child is not ready to get out of the car, pull through the line and find a place to park to drop off.





            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Auction 101

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette’s Annual Auction will be Saturday, May 4, from 7:00-10:00 PM at Lafayette Elementary School!

Adults-Only Cocktail Soiree & Online Auction

https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com

All proceeds benefit the Lafayette HSA

WHAT IS THE LAFAYETTE AUCTION? All Lafayette families are invited to attend this adults-only outdoor event on Saturday, May 4, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (rain or shine)! During cocktail hour, attendees will enjoy drinks and bites while using their phones to bid on silent auction items. Bidding is done at https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com. (Bidding opens a week before and closes at the end of the auction party, 10:00 PM/May 4.) This year, all items will be online and there will not be a live auction.

WHAT IS THE DRESS CODE? Dress code is spring soiree, so dust off your favorite festive gear. Please bring your fully charged mobile phone to bid!

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? Tickets cost $100 per person in advance and $110 at the door. You can buy tickets at https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com. Please buy tickets early so we can get an accurate headcount to better plan for this unique outdoor event and keep the lines moving at the door! Financial assistance for tickets is available. Consider making an additional donation or buying a ticket for a teacher.

WHAT KINDS OF ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR AUCTION? Items are at every price range and

include stays at vacation homes, restaurant certificates, services, Teacher Experiences hosted by the teachers, and tickets for special Kid or Parent Parties. Can’t come to the auction? You can still participate in the auction at home by bidding online! And you can also support the auction by donating an item, email *protected email*
.

WHAT ARE KID & PARENT PARTIES? Lafayette families work together to host creative themed

parties for adults or kids to help raise funds for the school. The host family (or families) pay for any expenses associated with the party. Party guests are the people who purchase a spot during the auction. Email *protected email*
 or complete this form to host a party!

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO SUPPORT THE AUCTION? With more than 900 students, Lafayette is the largest public elementary school in DC but it receives less money per student than other schools. The funds raised play a huge role in supplementing programs and supplies not provided by DCPS. Funds buy instructional materials and supplies, stock library shelves, provide more art, science, after-school programs, and support social-emotional instruction, including our Peace Program.

Sitiene preguntas sobre donaciones, el evento, o entradas, favor de ponerse en contacto con

Patricia Balestra por texto/What’sApp o e-mail: 202.270.1048 / *protected email*


Sponsored by:

Thank you to our Annual sponsors who help bring the auction to life! These sponsors provide critical financial support to the HSA and to causes that benefit programs in need at Lafayette.

Blue Ribbon Grizzly Bear Sponsor & Lead Auction Sponsor Pam Wye and Liz Mandle – Donovan, Wye & Mandle Compass
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Gold Panda Bear Sponsor

Julie Roberts – Long & Foster – Gold Panda Bear Sponsor 

Silver Teddy Bear Sponsors 

Avalon Theater – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Safesplash Swim School –  Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Brian Williams – Williams Team Cross Country Mortgage – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Kimberly Cestari of Long & Foster Realtors – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Bennett Frank McCarthy Architects – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Heather Davenport & Matt McHugh – Compass – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Kids Up Reading Coaches – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Lafayette Tennis Association – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Bronze Cub Sponsors 

CCPC After School Program – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Center for Family WellBeing – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Bare Hair Studio – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Blue44 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Potomac Pizza– Bronze Cub Sponsor

Restoration 1 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Peace Survey + Mindful Monday

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Help increase the peace in and out of school by taking an anonymous 2-minute survey. Don’t forget to join our next Mindful Monday on April 29th from 8:15-30am in the Peace Room. Questions? Contact *protected email*
">Mr. Goldman. 
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