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              LSAT Meeting on Wednesday, April 10

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              The Lafayette LSAT will meet on Wednesday, 4/10 from 7:30 am – 8:30 am via Teams.  The link is below.  The agenda is as follows:

April 10th LSAT Agenda

– LSAT and HSA election schedule and tasks

– Update on budget (if there is new information)

– Reminder of the enrollment deadline

– Proposed agenda for May and June meetings

– Community Panel for the selection of the Principal 

– Field Project

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device

Click here to join the meeting

As a reminder, all LSAT meetings are open to the public.  However, the only meeting participants are the elected parents, staff, and community members.  

Would you like to have a question or issue addressed by the LSAT?  Drop your question here. 

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Calling all 3rd Grade parents!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              
The morning drop-off line is staffed by Lafayette parents, and each month we ask parents from a specific grade to volunteer. We have run through all of the grades, so this month we are circling back around to 3rd grade to ask for volunteers. This will begin on Monday, April 1st. For those of you not familiar with this volunteer opportunity, it involves showing up at 8:25am at the Northampton St entrance of school, helping the kids out of the cars as quickly as possible beginning at 8:30am, then sending the cars on their way. It ends when the school doors close at 8:40am. Please arrive promptly at 8:25am as we have recently had issues with no one being there at 8:30 when the drop-off line is supposed to start. The line happens rain or shine. There will be a Lafayette teacher assigned to the line each day as well and they can answer any questions you have. It’s a really easy way to volunteer your time and it provides a valuable service for the school. Please consider signing up for a few slots this month via the link below so that we can ensure full coverage. Ideally we’d have four volunteers per day, but look for those slots that have two or less volunteers. Next month will be assigned to 2nd Grade Parents. Thanks so much for your help and if you have any questions, please email Alison Lapointe at *protected email*
.

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CA9AE2CABF5C25-48796658-april


 

If you are using the drop-off line, kids should only exit the cars on the side closest to the school. Please do not get out of your car, and if your child is not ready to get out of the car, pull through the line and find a place to park to drop off.





            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Auction 101

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette’s Annual Auction will be Saturday, May 4, from 7:00-10:00 PM at Lafayette Elementary School!

Adults-Only Cocktail Soiree & Online Auction

https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com

All proceeds benefit the Lafayette HSA

WHAT IS THE LAFAYETTE AUCTION? All Lafayette families are invited to attend this adults-only outdoor event on Saturday, May 4, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (rain or shine)! During cocktail hour, attendees will enjoy drinks and bites while using their phones to bid on silent auction items. Bidding is done at https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com. (Bidding opens a week before and closes at the end of the auction party, 10:00 PM/May 4.) This year, all items will be online and there will not be a live auction.

WHAT IS THE DRESS CODE? Dress code is spring soiree, so dust off your favorite festive gear. Please bring your fully charged mobile phone to bid!

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? Tickets cost $100 per person in advance and $110 at the door. You can buy tickets at https://Lafayette2024.givesmart.com. Please buy tickets early so we can get an accurate headcount to better plan for this unique outdoor event and keep the lines moving at the door! Financial assistance for tickets is available. Consider making an additional donation or buying a ticket for a teacher.

WHAT KINDS OF ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR AUCTION? Items are at every price range and

include stays at vacation homes, restaurant certificates, services, Teacher Experiences hosted by the teachers, and tickets for special Kid or Parent Parties. Can’t come to the auction? You can still participate in the auction at home by bidding online! And you can also support the auction by donating an item, email *protected email*
.

WHAT ARE KID & PARENT PARTIES? Lafayette families work together to host creative themed

parties for adults or kids to help raise funds for the school. The host family (or families) pay for any expenses associated with the party. Party guests are the people who purchase a spot during the auction. Email *protected email*
 or complete this form to host a party!

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO SUPPORT THE AUCTION? With more than 900 students, Lafayette is the largest public elementary school in DC but it receives less money per student than other schools. The funds raised play a huge role in supplementing programs and supplies not provided by DCPS. Funds buy instructional materials and supplies, stock library shelves, provide more art, science, after-school programs, and support social-emotional instruction, including our Peace Program.

Sitiene preguntas sobre donaciones, el evento, o entradas, favor de ponerse en contacto con

Patricia Balestra por texto/What’sApp o e-mail: 202.270.1048 / *protected email*


Sponsored by:

Thank you to our Annual sponsors who help bring the auction to life! These sponsors provide critical financial support to the HSA and to causes that benefit programs in need at Lafayette.

Blue Ribbon Grizzly Bear Sponsor & Lead Auction Sponsor Pam Wye and Liz Mandle – Donovan, Wye & Mandle Compass

[image: ][image: ]

Gold Panda Bear Sponsor

Julie Roberts – Long & Foster – Gold Panda Bear Sponsor 

Silver Teddy Bear Sponsors 

Avalon Theater – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Safesplash Swim School –  Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Brian Williams – Williams Team Cross Country Mortgage – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Kimberly Cestari of Long & Foster Realtors – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Bennett Frank McCarthy Architects – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Heather Davenport & Matt McHugh – Compass – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor

Kids Up Reading Coaches – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Lafayette Tennis Association – Silver Teddy Bear Sponsor 

Bronze Cub Sponsors 

CCPC After School Program – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Center for Family WellBeing – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Bare Hair Studio – Bronze Cub Sponsor 

Blue44 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

Potomac Pizza– Bronze Cub Sponsor

Restoration 1 – Bronze Cub Sponsor

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Peace Survey + Mindful Monday

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Help increase the peace in and out of school by taking an anonymous 2-minute survey. Don’t forget to join our next Mindful Monday on April 29th from 8:15-30am in the Peace Room. Questions? Contact *protected email*
">Mr. Goldman. 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Mental Health Team News

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              The Lafayette Mental Health Team (MHT) is excited to share this month’s MHT Newsletter (Spanish version here) discussing Disability Awareness and Autism Acceptance. Please be sure to join us for the HSA General Meeting on Monday, April 8th for our Speaker Program on How to Talk to Your Kids About Disability. The meeting will be held via Zoom from 7:00-8:00pm. The program will discuss empowering parents with effective strategies and insights, ‘How to Talk to Your Kids About Disability’ explores navigating conversations around disability with sensitivity, openness, and inclusivity, fostering understanding and acceptance. All are welcome!

Please visit lafayettehsa.org to find the MHT newsletter with links to learn more through other resources.



The Mental Health Team has many supports for students up and running. These include lunch bunches, targeted individual and group supports per IEP/504 plans, and the following general education support groups:


	Banana Splits (for students of parents who are divorced or separated, grades 1-5)
	Pride/SPARK club (diversity and social justice, grades 4-5)
	Book Club (grades 2-5)
	ASL Club (grades 2-5, in conjunction with Brianne Burger, parent volunteer)
	SEL Legos Club (grades 3-5)
	She Reigns (Girls of color grades 3-5)
	KING (Boys of color grades 3-5)


We are enjoying having fun with students and interacting with them via these groups. If you have questions or would like more information about a group please reach out to any member of the Mental Health Team: 

*protected email*
 – School Counselor for Grades 3-5

*protected email*
 – School Social Worker for Grades 3-5



*protected email*
 – School Counselor for Grades PK-2

*protected email*
 – School Social Worker for Grades PK-2







            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              LSAT Information Session: Tuesday, April 9

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              
We know that Lafayette is only the best it can be with the support of the entire school community. One way that we ensure our community is working together to support our children is through the Local School Advisory Team (LSAT). The LSAT is a group of elected and appointed members for every DCPS school. The parents, guardians, teachers, non-instructional staff, and community members who serve on the LSAT meet monthly to advise school leaders on school priorities.

If you would like to learn more about the role of the LSAT or you are interested in serving on the LSAT next school year, please consider joining this information session, via Zoom, hosted by the DC LSAT Collective. The meeting is on Tuesday, April 9 from 7:00-8:15pm — see below for Zoom details.





If you want to understand what it’s like to serve on the LSAT, and why it’s valuable to do so, you are invited to attend the meeting to learn more!What is an LSAT? It’s a group of elected and appointed members that exists for every DCPS school. LSAT members advise the principal on matters that promote high expectations and high achievement for all students. LSATs are a key lever to increasing transparency and ensuring decisions are made collaboratively with the help of a diverse group of school stakeholders.
What is the DC LSAT Collective? It’s a volunteer-run group open to LSAT members from all DC public schools, whose mission is to be a resource and support system to help all DC LSATs. Learn more at http://bit.ly/dclsat

We hope you’ll join on April 9 to learn more!

ZOOM DETAILS:

Topic: DC LSAT Collective – April Open Meeting for the LSAT-Curious

Time: Apr 9, 2024 07:00-08:15 PM Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84632056637

Meeting ID: 846 3205 6637

—

One tap mobile

+13052241968,,84632056637# US

+13092053325,,84632056637# US

—

Dial by your location

• +1 305 224 1968 US

• +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

Meeting ID: 846 3205 6637

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcRwMJBRU



            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Last Call for Auction Party Sponsors!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              One of Lafayette’s beloved auction traditions is providing a variety of parties for kids and adults. These parties take place throughout the spring and the following fall and are a great opportunity to mix with other Lafayette families. In the past, adult parties have included events like a North Carolina bluegrass and BBQ, wine and whiskey tasting, crab feast, and a murder mystery party. Kid parties have included a paddle playdate on the Potomac, a tea party, and a backyard barnyard party. 

We are still looking for support for the following party: Have a connection to North Carolina? We are looking for Lafayette parents who are interested in helping with planning or attending the NC BBQ and Bluegrass party. The party will take place Saturday, June 1 at 7pm. Location, music, and food have all been taken care of, but we need your help to make this party happen.Email *protected email*
">Nicole Majestic if you’re interested.

If you are interested in sponsoring a party, complete this form. 

Deadline for party submission has been extended to April 8th. Questions? Reach out to Rachael Overcash at *protected email*
. 

Cheers!

Lafayette Auction Party Planning Committee

Lisa Luse, Beth Maglione, Rachael Overcash, and Emilie Williams

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Principal Transition 2024-2025

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              


Dear Lafayette Elementary School,

As I wrote you last week I hope that this letter finds each of you well. Serving as principal of Lafayette Elementary has been such an unparalleled experience. It is with mixed feelings that I send this letter to inform you that I have accepted an opportunity to lead another school within DC Public Schools (DCPS) and will not be returning to Lafayette as your principal for School Year 2024-2025.

The Lafayette community welcomed me as its school leader in 2014 as a first-year principal. Over the past ten years, we have grown together personally, professionally, and as a school community. The years that have transpired since fill me with pride. Together, we have accomplished the following:

	Tackled “a little construction project,” aka an $85 million dollar modernization, complete with trailers and a tent for a cafeteria and gym;
	Navigated a global pandemic and re-opened with 600+ students;
	Created a full complement of special education programming;
	Invested in our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion efforts both within the building and the Homeand School Association (HSA);
	Earned the title of a National Blue Ribbon School in 2021; and
	Built a robust mental health team with a schoolwide systematic approach to social-emotionallearning—creating a holistic and supportive space for learning for all students.While this handful of major achievements is extraordinary, they pale in comparison to the daily joy of watching each of our students learn and grow every day. It is these daily interactions that drive everything I do as an educator and what I will miss most for all 935 of us.To continue the mission and vision of meeting students where they are academically and socially, you will have the opportunity to engage in the selection process for a new principal. In preparation for the transition, DCPS coordinates the selection and appointment of principals with great care and consideration. An important part of the school’s contribution will be to form a Community Panel—a committee comprising parents, teachers, and community members to provide a diverse perspective on the decision-making process.
We will start with a virtual informational meeting on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, to learn about the next steps for selecting a new school leader. Instructional Superintendent Andria Caruthers will lead the meeting, along with representatives from the DCPS Office of School Improvement and the Office of Engagement and Partnerships. The linked flyer includes more information on how to join that meeting.

The decision to leave Lafayette was not an easy one – every day I find joy and pride in what we accomplish as a community. I am grateful to be taking with me a decade of leadership experiences, and skills built in my time working with the families and community that pushed my growth as an educator. I am confident I would not have had this experience anywhere else in the world or with any other community. I am excited to take all that I have learned over the last ten years into my next chapter of school leadership with DCPS.












Finally, I look forward to finishing out the school year with Lafayette stronger than ever and supporting a smooth leadership transition. From the bottom of my heart, one of my greatest joys as an educator has been to be a part of your child’s educational journey. Thank you for your trust.

With gratitude,

Dr. B

Principal, Lafayette Elementary School







            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              HSA Belonging Committee: DREAM TOWN Book Event with the Author This Thursday

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Join the Lafayette HSA Belonging Committee for a conversation with parents and caregivers about the new book DREAM TOWN: Shaker Heights and the Quest for Racial Equity. The author is Laura Meckler, a longtime Lafayette mom and native of Shaker Heights, the suburb of Cleveland where she grew up. Her book explores the question of whether a well-intentioned group of people can fulfill the promise of racial integration in America. Laura will join us both to answer questions and help lead a conversation about how her themes of integration, diversity and belonging—in both housing and education—can be

applied in our Lafayette community and our city.

 

Event Details

The event will be at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 28, at the home of Anu and Taresh Mullick. Refreshments will be provided. The address will be shared upon RSVP.

We recommend reading the book ahead of time, but please come for the conversation even if you aren’t able to do so.

	The book is for sale at Politics and Prose and Amazon.
	It’s also available through the D.C. Public Library.
	A limited number of copies will also be available through Lafayette to ensure that all families can

participate. More details forthcoming.


Please RSVP ASAP using Sign Up Genius.

 

Background

A little about the book: In the late 1950s, Shaker Heights became a national model for housing integration. And beginning in the seventies, it was known as a crown jewel in the national move to racially integrate schools. The school district built a reputation for academic excellence and diversity, serving as a model for how white and Black Americans can thrive together. Laura—herself a product of Shaker Heights—takes a deeper look into the place that shaped her, investigating its complicated history and its ongoing challenges in order to untangle myth from truth. She confronts an enduring and troubling question—if Shaker Heights has worked so hard at racial equity, why does a racial academic achievement gap persist? 

 

For more about the book, check out Laura on NPR’s Fresh Air or the Washington Post’s review of Dream Town.

What Others Are Saying About the Book

“This is the story of one Ohio town—but also the much bigger story of America. Meckler brings great insight, depth, and wonderful humanity to this important chronicle of one city’s grappling with race and the meaning of community. It is eminently readable and genuinely inspiring.”

—Susan Orlean, New York Times bestselling author of The Orchid Thief and The Library Book

 

 “Laura Meckler has brilliantly told the story of one American town’s integration struggles—and reminded us of the best promises we make (and sometimes fulfill) as members of shared communities. Dream Town, deeply researched and beautifully written, represents social history at its best. It’s a book full of hard truths and hope, a book I won’t soon forget.”

—Jonathan Eig, bestselling author of King: A Life and Ali: A Life

 

“The work of diversity, integration and equity is hard, messy and divisive, and Shaker Heights has certainly gotten as much wrong over the years as it’s gotten right. But it’s only by learning the lessons of those victories and failures that we can construct the schools, communities and society that we all hope to live in. This book, through rigorous reporting and stunning historical sweep, provides a vital step toward finding our path forward.”

—Wesley Lowery, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of American Whitelash

 

“Reported with compassion, thoroughness and a keen sense of fairness and balance, Meckler’s book explores the heroic and sometimes successful effort of one American community to move beyond the

hatred and division that has led to racial segregation across most of the country. It would be hard to add up all the ways in which Meckler’s book is relevant to the current political and cultural moment.”

—Steve Litt, The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer
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